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Gratitude is the characteristic of the worship of the 
messengers and prophets. 

O descendants of those We carried [in the ship] 
with Nuh. Indeed, he was a grateful servant.

17:3

Nuh عليه السالم is the first one that Allah called 
grateful in the Qura'an. He preached to his people 
for 950 years, patiently bearing their insults, 
generation after generation. If a teacher had to 
teach students who refused to listen, she would give 

up soon. 
Nuh عليه السالم made da'awah night and day, privately adviced the people, and publicly inviting them to Allah. 
He got no response. Nowadays he would be called a failure, told to change his method, that he was old 
fashioned. But he diligently went in telling them about ال إله إال اهلل, and in the eyes of Allah, he is successful. 

Nuh عليه السالم appreciated the job that Allah gave him. Whatever your job in life, the longer it goes on, the more 
shukr you should make. The more time you are given, the more sabr you must have, and the more elevation 
you would achieve. Gratitude is not only for blessings, but also during hardship. Nuh didn't see any 
achievement, only a few people followed him.

Indeed, Ibraheem was a [comprehensive] 
leader, devoutly obedient to Allah , inclining 
toward truth, and he was not of those who 

associate others with Allah .
[He was] grateful for His favors. Allah chose 

him and guided him to a straight path.
16:120-121

Before the shukr can be activated, you need to 
have other qualities. Ibraheem عليه السالم is 
praised by Allah, by calling him a nation on his 
own, because of his obedience. He was always 
in a state of worship, there was no separation 
between his everyday life and his deen. He inclined away from shirk in any form, always refreshing his faith. 
You must be alert all the time, check yourself all the time, as you may be sinning without realizing it. 

The slave is the one who follows the commands of the Master unquestioningly. Nuh made a ship when 



commanded, although there was no water body close by, and no one had even seen a ship before. It was the 
first example of a ship on earth. Ibraheem left his 
wife and child in the desert when commanded by 
Allah, without thinking how they would survive. He 
unquestioningly prepared to sacrifice his beloved 
son, when Allah commanded him to do so. 

The best of the grateful ones, سيد الشاكرين, was the 
Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و سلم. 

So shukr is connected with servitude to Allah. 
Sometimes you will see no results, but you must 
still appreciate the job given to you by Allah. 

Allah will not impose blame upon you 
for what is meaningless in your oaths, 

but He will impose blame upon you 
for [breaking] what you intended of 
oaths. So its expiation is the feeding 
of ten needy people from the average 

of that which you feed your [own] 
families or clothing them or the 

freeing of a slave. But whoever cannot 
find [or afford it] - then a fast of three 

days [is required]. That is the 
expiation for oaths when you have 
sworn. But guard your oaths. Thus 
does Allah make clear to you His 
verses that you may be grateful.

5:89

Allah will hold you accountable only for those oaths which you make intentionally. Making a covenant is a kind 
of worship. If you make an oath, you must fulfill it, or you must pay the penalty. The كفارة اليمني, the penalty for 
an oath with is not fulfilled, has three options. You must feed 10 poor people an average meal as you would 
eat. The other option is to give clothes to 10 poor people, big enough for them to pray in. The  third option is to 
free a slave; this needs a large amount of money. The one who can't afford either of these options, must fast 
for three consecutive days. 

You must protect your oath, not just make it unthinkingly, because you will be held accountable for it. Don't 
promise something to please people, because it is actually a worship. Don't swear too frequently. Allah makes 
all the haram and halal clear for us. The more you know, the more grateful you should be, because not 
everyone is given the knowledge. When Allah teaches you some part of the shariah, you must make shukr. 
These points are readily available in the Qura'an, but rarely do people make shukr. It is very easy to attribute it 
to yourself when you understand some complicated issue of the shariah, instead of attributing it to Allah who 
made you understand it. 

And thus We have tried some of them through 
others that the disbelievers might say, "Is it these 
whom Allah has favored among us?" Is not Allah 

most knowing of those who are grateful?
6:53

The test with people is always with someone opposite, 
and this can often be the source of frustration. 
Everyone has different likes and dislikes and habits. If 
you don't understand that it is a test, then it can lead to 
problems. In Jannah, everyone will have the same thoughts and hearts, but in dunya, everyone is different. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم performed 
Salat until his feet were swollen, so it was said to him:

َر  أَتَتََكلَُّف َهذَا َوَقْد ُغِفَر َلَك َما تََقدََّم ِمْن ذَنِْبَك َوَما تَأَخَّ
You burden yourself like this, while your past and future 

sins have been forgiven?
He said: 

أَفَالَ أَُكوُن َعبًْدا َشُكورًا
Shouldn't I be a grateful worshipper?
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The more you interact with people, the more you will realize this. Don't try to reform the people, your test is 
your own. You are responsible only for your own actions. Don't be curious about the tests of others, and focus 
on your own. Everyone is a test for each other, the believer and the disbeliever, the rich and the poor, those 
who love dunya and those who want akhirah, those who have ikhlas and those who do shirk, and so on. The 
test is to focus on your own actions. 

If the poor has faith, this is a great test for the rich disbeliever, and we see this nowadays. The believers are so 
poor and downtrodden, and the disbelievers are so advanced and rich. This is a great fitnah. But the poor 
believer is always better than the rich disbeliever, even though it seems the opposite. A disbeliever is 
metaphorically impure because of his disbelief, however glittering and attractive he may seem. 

People equate the dunya with the pleasure of Allah, when actually the honour is with the faith. That is why 
most people look down upon the faith. The one who wants to follow the truth will take it from anyone, even 
someone lower than him. Most of the messengers were poor; if they were rich, people would readily have  
accepted and followed them. Messengers were always the least expected people in society, most didn't have 
money or position. Only Allah knows who is appreciative and deserving to carry His messages.

Don't make the position and wealth as a barrier to accept the truth. Sulayman عليه السالم accepted the message 
from an ant. This shows truthfulness and gratitude. The ones that Allah favours with faith are the grateful ones. 

Allah ] said, "O Musa, I have chosen 
you over the people with My 

messages and My words [to you]. So 
take what I have given you and be 

among the grateful."
7:144

Allah chose Musa عليه السالم to speak to 
directly. Whatever you learn is a favour 
of Allah, and the zakaat of your 
knowledge is to teach others. 

The Qura'an is the words of Allah, and He is speaking to you. Focus on anything which comes to you, all ages 
commands and legislations. Don't pick and choose, take whatever Allah gives you with an open and happy 
heart. This includes the decree and blessings too. Don't make only sabr, you have to do more, you have to 
make shukr. 

Accept whatever the people give you also, with their attitudes and actions. Sabr is the minimum requirement. A 
step up is الرضا, acceptance. The highest level is that of shukr, it shows that you are happy with what Allah 
gives you. You cannot get to the level of gratitude without patience and acceptance. 

And remember when you were few 
and oppressed in the land, fearing 
that people might abduct you, but 
He sheltered you, supported you 
with His victory, and provided you 
with good things - that you might 

be grateful.
8:26

Allah reminds the believers of His 
favours, when they were weak and 
few in number, and oppressed, hiding 
their faith, they were afraid to practice 
their faith openly, were afraid of bodily 

harm. They must remember their past and be grateful that Allah gave them security. 



The way of people is to remember gratitude when they are in distress, when something is taken away. Think 
how you would feel if you lost a blessing, and it will make you burn with gratitude and happiness. Whatever 
you have is good for you. Enjoy everything in life, because it is all a blessing. 

من شكره.......
When we know that Allah is الشاكر الشكور, it makes us grateful. Allah appreciates your struggle. The reward of a 
good deed is according to the struggle. The final bit of the struggle is always the most crucial, like the final 
kilometer in a marathon. For instance, you are praying dhuhr, and the last two rakaat of the voluntary prayer, 
for the protection from the hellfire, are the most difficult to pray, and carry such a great reward. 

من شكره.......
Allah gives a person a blessing which is a very apparent reason for gratitude, something everyone likes. So 
the person is grateful, but there is no struggle, because the blessing is so apparent. Allah still appreciates your 
gratitude, and rewards you. For instance, the teacher gives the children in her class an extremely easy exam, 
and when the children do well, they are rewarded with a gift from her. This is how Allah deals with us. 

من شكره.......
A person sins, and has some shortcomings, and does good deeds too. Allah will look at the good deeds only, 
forgive him, reward him, and make him live a good life too. You might not even know this good deed you did, 
but Allah appreciates it. The appreciation of Allah is beyond your imagination. If you would see the fruits of 
your deeds, it may deceive you, so Allah invests it for you, unknown to you. This is why you should also do 
secret good deeds, which no one knows about, and make these an investment. 

Don't think you have to do a lot to get to Jannah, even one deed appreciated and accepted by Allah can take 
you to Jannah. 

من شكره.......
Allah gives you so many blessings, that you cannot encompass, then commands you to be grateful. When you 
are grateful, He appreciates it, and gives you more! There are no boundaries for the appreciation of Allah. 
Allah doesn't need us, nor our gratitude, but He deals with us with so much gentleness. 


