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And [He has subjected] 
whatever He multiplied 
for you on the earth of 

varying colors. Indeed in 
that is a sign for a 

people who remember         
16:13

َوَما ذَرَأَ َلُكْم ِفي اأْلَرِْض ُمْختَلِفًا أَْلوَانُُه
Whatever Allah spread and multiplied in multitude is all for you. There are so many colours spread out on the 
earth, each colour having different variations. All the animals and trees, flowers and plants, even human 
beings, have so many different hues. The mountains and valleys and rivers all have different colours and 
different benefits. Even the honey is different shades of amber. The sun and the moon cannot be reached, but 
they, like everything else, are subjected by the command of Allah. Everything on earth is a sign, although they 
are all different. 

رُوَن إِنَّ ِفي ذَٰلَِك آَليًَة لَِّقوْمٍ يَذَّكَّ
Nothing is in your control, Allah is the Rabb. These signs are apparent to the one who 
reflects upon them. 

The ayaat 11,12,13, end in different ways. 

رُوَن   11 إِنَّ ِفي ذَٰلَِك آَليًَة لَِّقوْمٍ يَتَفَكَّ
Indeed in that is a sign for a people who give thought
إِنَّ ِفي ذَٰلَِك آَليَاٍت لَِّقوْمٍ يَْعِقُلوَن    12
Indeed in that are signs for a people who reason
رُوَن   13 إِنَّ ِفي ذَٰلَِك آَليًَة لَِّقوْمٍ يَذَّكَّ
Indeed in that is a sign for a people who remember

The actions of the slaves are to reflect, understand, and remember, then the gratitude will 
come. Allah is teaching us how to be grateful, step by step. All these don't happen in haste. Allah can make 
things occur in the blink of an eye, but He decided there is no haste. If you are hasty, you are not happy or 
productive. Allah can do things with كن  فيكون, but He took 6 days to create the heavens and the earth. The 
baby takes 9 months in the womb of the mother to develop fully. The rain cycle takes many days until it is 
productive. 

And it is He who 
subjected the sea for 

you to eat from it tender 
meat and to extract from 
it ornaments which you 
wear. And you see the 

ships plowing through it, 
and [He subjected it] that 

you may seek of His 
bounty; and perhaps you 

will be grateful.
16:14



The first group of blessings Allah mentioned was the creation of everything. The second group tells us about 
the signs. The third group is about the sea and the mountains. The sea represents obedience and 
gratefulness, while the mountains show firmness, strength and guidance. 

َوُهوَ الَِّذي
The following actions are done only by Allah, no one else. 

َر اْلبَْحَر َسخَّ
Allah subjected the sea for mankind, prepared it so that it benefits them. You may fear the sea, because it 
makes you feel insecure. You are afraid you will drown, and people do drown in the sea, it is subjected only for 
the benefits mentioned. This is why Allah does not say لكم with regard to the sea. Everything is by the 
command of Allah, and has a boundary. The sea is an obedient slave, and does not have a will. 

لِتَأُْكُلوا ِمنُْه َلْحًما طَِريًّا 
The main benefit from the sea is that you can eat the fresh meat of the fish. All sea life is halal. If the sea was 
not subjected, it would not be possible to catch the seafood. We tend to take it for granted. 

َوتَْستَْخرُِجوا ِمنُْه ِحْليًَة تَْلبَُسونََها
Another benefit we can derive from the sea is the precious stones that we extract from it, the pearls, coral, etc, 
which are then fashioned into jewelry and ornaments. 

Allah made these things easy to get for us from the sea. The sea is non living, but is subjected, so that 
mankind can get the things which benefit it from it. These are from Allah, so you should not feel arrogant. All 
the ayaat of the Qura'an purity the heart from pride and arrogance. It would be easy for someone who has 
animals and wears jewelry to be proud, but this is all due to the subjection of Allah. 

The things mentioned are luxuries; seafood and other delicacies of the sea are not commonplace food. 
Jewelry need effort, collecting one pearl at a time. This need patience. When you get something straight away, 
you don't need patience. In Jannah, everything will be available immediately. 

َوتََرى اْلفُْلَك َموَاِخَر ِفيِه
Ships running in the sea, sailing on the water, are 
another sign of the subjection of Allah. When the 
ship sails in the water, it cleaves the water, 
creating a path in it. Allah has subjected the sea to 
catty these huge ocean liners and ships that we 
see effortlessly sailing in the water. 

َولِتَبْتَُغوا ِمن فَْضلِِه
We use the ships for various purposes, as 
transport, and for carrying goods, also for 
enjoyment. 

َوَلَعلَُّكْم تَْشُكرُوَن
Don't detach your heart from the favours of Allah. 
Imagine the sea, it is fluid, and it carries such huge 
burdens. This is the favour of Allah. It requires you to be grateful. 




