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That Day, no intercession will 
benefit except [that of] one to 
whom the Most Merciful has 

given permission and has 
accepted his word.

20:109

Intercession or الشفاعة is a way out of 
stress. But there are restrictions for 
the intercession. It can also be 
misused. For instance, the Catholic 
belief says that Eisa عليه السالم died 
for the sins of his followers, so the 
people will take it lightly. But you 

cannot depend on intercession, and must work hard for yourself. 

Imagine the scene on the Day of Judgement, all mankind and jinn standing in rows, waiting for the judgement, 
no sounds except for muffled movements. 

فَاَعُة يَوَْمِئٍذ الَّ تَنفَعُ الشَّ
The intercession will be done by the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم, the angels, the righteous people, the 
Qura'an and fasting, the good deeds. The intercession will not benefit except when it fulfills two conditions. 

ُن إاِلَّ َمْن أَِذَن َلُه الرَّْحمَٰ
The one who intercedes will only be able to do so by the permission of Allah. This permission 

is by the mercy of Allah. By the mercy of Allah, 
you are also 
reminded of 
things which 
make you 
fearful. 

The 
intercession of 
the angels will 
also not be 
enough, if Allah does not permit it. 

If you are going towards some danger, and 
someone doesn't warn you, this is not mercy. The 
fear of Allah is a mercy.

َورَِضيَ َلُه َقواًْل
All the weight is on the one interceding. He cannot intercede unless 
Allah permits him to, which will only be if Allah is pleased with his 
words and actions. 

In this surah, Allah tells us about the conditions of the interceder. When someone hires a lawyer, he will 
choose the one who will be able to debate with the best words. 

ُن الرَّْحمَٰ
The Most 
Merciful
َعلََّم اْلُقرْآَن

Taught the 
Qur'an

َخَلقَ اإْلِنَساَن
Created man
َعلََّمُه اْلبَيَاَن

[And] taught 
him eloquence.

سورة الرحمن
55:1-4

َومِلَْن َخاَف َمَقاَم َربِِّه َجنَّتَاِن
But for he who has feared 
the position of his Lord are 

two gardens 
سورة الرحمن

55:46

َماَواِت اَل تُْغِني َشفَاَعتُُهْم  وََكم مِّن مََّلٍك ِفي السَّ
 َشيْئًا إاِلَّ ِمن بَْعِد أَن يَأْذََن اهللَُّ مِلَن يََشاُء

َويَرَْضىٰ
And how many angels there are in the 
heavens whose intercession will not 

avail at all except [only] after Allah has 
permitted [it] to whom He wills and 

approves.
سورة النجم 

53:26

 َمن ذَا الَِّذي يَْشفَعُ ِعنَدهُ إاِلَّ ِبِإذِْنِه
Who is it that can intercede with 
Him except by His permission? 

سورة البقرة 
2:255

(Part of longer ayah)



Imagine someone being dragged to the prison, there would be shouting and screaming. But on the Day of 
Judgement, everything will be so well organized. Only the lawyers, the interceders, those whom Allah permits, 
and He is pleased with their words, will be able to speak. 

In dunya, so many lawyers are liars, and so many criminals go free because of them. But on the Day of 
Judgement, only those who speak the truth will be allowed to speak. 

Allah knows what is 
[presently] before them and 
what will be after them, but 
they do not encompass it in 

knowledge.
20:110

يَْعَلُم َما بنَْيَ أَيِْديِهْم َوَما َخْلفَُهْم
Allah is All Aware of who deserves 
the intercession. In dunya, the lawyer 
will argue his case, and the judge will 
make the decision according to that, 
and may set a guilty person free. 

The consequence of intercession is a 
change of decision; a person in the 
hellfire will be taken out, or sent to a 

higher level; a person in Jannah will be elevated to a higher 
level. 

This does not mean that Allah doesn't know; Allah knows, and 
allows it, as an honour for the interceder. Allah is Able to start 
the Day of Judgement without the شفاعة الكبرى, the Great 
Intercession, that the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه وسلم will 
perform, but it is an honour for him. 

The word يعلُم is in the present form, which shows that Allah is 
constantly Aware of the past, present and future. 

واََل يُِحيطُوَن ِبِه ِعْلًما
Allah knows the condition of His creation. A person may be deserving 
punishment at that time, but Allah knows that his condition would have 
changed in the future, to be deserving of Jannah, so Allah allows him to avail 
the intercession which will elevate him. We cannot fathom this knowledge of 
Allah. We cannot encompass Allah, and His knowledge. 

Allah is All Aware of the hearts, we cannot predict. Who could have imagined 
that the magicians in the court of Firawn would change, or that the Bani 
Israeel would start worshipping the golden calf, after seeing so many signs of 
Allah? 

We don't know what our end result will be, so we keep asking Allah to keep our hearts firm. We cannot predict 
the actions of Allah. Our duty is to believe in Allah, and not try to understand His actions. Only Allah knows the 
future. We don't know the end of anyone. 

 يَْعَلُم َما بنَْيَ أَيِْديِهْم َوَما  ۖ واََل يُِحيطُوَن ِبَشيٍْء مِّْن
 ِعْلِمِه إاِلَّ ِبَما َشاَء

He knows what is [presently] before them 
and what will be after them, and they 

encompass not a thing of His knowledge 
except for what He wills

 سورة البقرة
2:255

(Part of longer ayah)

 الَّ تُْدرُِكُه اأْلَبَْصاُر َوُهوَ يُْدرُِك
اأْلَبَْصاَر ۖ َوُهوَ اللَِّطيُف اْلَخِبيُر
Vision perceives Him not, 

but He perceives [all] vision; 
and He is the Subtle, the 

Acquainted.
 سورة األَنَْعام

6:103



 And [all] faces will be
 humbled before the

 Ever-Living, the
 Sustainer of existence.
 And he will have failed

who carries injustice
20:111

َوَعنَِت اْلوُُجوهُ لِْلَحيِّ اْلَقيُّومِ 
The two great names of Allah, 
 .are very special ,القيوم and الحي
When they are presented 
together, they combine to form 
the greatest name of Allah. 
They encompass all the names 
and attributes of Allah. 

The life of Allah is perfect in all aspects. He is Ever-Living, never dies, never 
sleeps, is never separated from anyone. This perfection will never be 

discontinued, never decrease; it is eternal. 
This is one of the personal attributes of Allah, 
He is always الحي. When you rely on Allah, He 
is always connected to you. 

Allah is القيوم, He took charge of all His 
creation, for their sustenance, provision, and 
guidance, disposing all their affairs. Life 
cannot be established without Allah. You are 
not doing anything in life, Allah is. He 
takes charge of you without you 
asking Him. 

We cannot encompass how great 
Allah is. The more you learn about 
Allah, the more you fear Him with 

knowledge. 

Faces in the Day of Judgement will be humbled and submitting. The 
slaves will see all the names and attributes of Allah. In life, you submit 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
فَِإنَّ الرَُّجَل ِمنُْكْم َليَْعَمُل َحتَّى َما يَُكوُن بَيْنَُه َوبنَْيَ اْلَجنَِّة إاِلَّ ِذرَاٌع، فَيَْسِبُق َعَليِْه ِكتَابُُه، فَيَْعَمُل ِبَعَمِل أَْهِل النَّاِر، َويَْعَمُل َحتَّى َما 

يَُكوُن بَيْنَُه َوبنَْيَ النَّاِر إاِلَّ ِذرَاٌع، فَيَْسِبُق َعَليِْه اْلِكتَاُب، فَيَْعَمُل ِبَعَمِل أَْهِل اْلَجنَِّة.
صحيح البخاري، حديث 3208#

So, a man amongst you may do (good deeds till there is only a cubit between him and Paradise and then 
what has been written for him decides his behavior and he starts doing (evil) deeds characteristic of the 
people of the (Hell) Fire. And similarly a man amongst you may do (evil) deeds till there is only a cubit 

between him and the (Hell) Fire, and then what has been written for him decides his behavior, and he starts 
doing deeds characteristic of the people of Paradise.

(Part of a longer hadith)

 اهللَُّ اَل إِلََٰه إاِلَّ ُهوَ اْلَحيُّ اْلَقيُّوُم ۚ اَل
 تَأُْخذُهُ ِسنٌَة واََل نَوٌْم

Allah - there is no deity 
except Him, the Ever-Living, 

the Sustainer of [all] 
existence. Neither 

drowsiness overtakes Him 
nor sleep.
 سورة البقرة

2:255

ْل َعَلى اْلَحيِّ الَِّذي اَل يَُموُت  َوتَوَكَّ
 َوَسبِّحْ ِبَحْمِدِه ۚ وََكفَىٰ ِبِه ِبذُنُوِب

ِعبَاِدِه َخِبيرًا
And rely upon the Ever-

Living who does not die, and 
exalt [ Allah ] with His 

praise. And sufficient is He 
to be, with the sins of His 

servants, Acquainted 
 سورة الفرقان

25:58

 أَفََمْن ُهوَ َقاِئٌم َعَلىٰ ُكلِّ نَفٍْس ِبَما َكَسبَْت
Is then He (Allah) Who takes 
charge (guards, maintains, 

provides, etc.) of every person and 
knows all that he has earned (like 

any other deities who know 
nothing)? 
سورة الرعد

13:33



your face to Allah, when you fall into sujood. They are so many secrets in the actions of salaah, they are a 
preparation for standing in front of Allah on the Day of Judgement.

Submission is through the Qura'an, the way to happiness. Submit to Allah in 
dunya, or you will be forced to with humiliation in akhirah, and then your 
submission will have no value. 

َوَقْد َخاَب َمْن َحَمَل ظُْلًما
The one who turns away from the guidance, will carry the burden in the Day of 
Judgement. The sins are injustice to the sinner himself. 

The one who does not carry the Qura'an in dunya, will carry the burden of his 
sins on the Day of Judgement. Being away from the Qura'an makes people 
commit sins, because the Qura'an tells you all about the sins. 

This is the failure group, those who commit injustice upon themselves. 

But he who does of 
righteous deeds while 

he is a believer - he will 
neither fear injustice nor 

deprivation.
20:112

الَِحاِت  َوَمن يَْعَمْل ِمَن الصَّ
َوُهوَ ُمؤِْمٌن

The other group are the 
successful ones. They are the 
believers, and they do good 
deeds. When you do good 
deeds for the sake of Allah, 
this is the way to happiness. 

The one doing good deeds 
has to be a mo'min, a believer; 
he must believe in Allah and 
all His names and attributes. 

فَاَل يََخاُف ظُْلًما واََل َهْضًما
Allah is negating the fear. The one who believes and does righteous good deeds will not be afraid that any 
injustice would be done to him. He will have the good and beneficial fear, خشية اهلل, and this will make him move 
forward. On the Day of Judgement, Allah negates any fear from him. He will not be afraid that his sins will be 
increased. He will also not be afraid that his good deeds have been detracted. No one will usurp their good 
deeds. He will neither fear an increase in his sins, nor a decrease in his good deeds. He will be assured tang 
his good deeds will in fact be multiplied. 

Increase your good deeds, don't be a miser. Do taqwa and pair it with good deeds. Allah will forgive your sins, 
and increase your good deeds. No one can estimate the actions of Allah. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى 
 : said اهلل عليه و سلم

 إِيَّاُكْم َوالظُّْلَم، فَِإنَّ الظُّْلَم ظُُلَماٌت 
يَْوَم اْلِقيَاَمِة.

األدب املفرد 487#
Beware of injustice. Injustice 
will appear as darkness on 

the Day of Rising. 
(Part of a longer Hadith)




