
 املثل في سورة العنكبوت
Parable in Surah Al-Ankabut

الم
Alif, Lam, Meem

أََحِسَب النَّاُس أَن يُتْرَُكوا أَن يَُقوُلوا آَمنَّا َوُهْم ال يُفْتَنُوَن
Do the people think that they will be left to say, "We believe" and they will not be tried?

َوَلَقْد فَتَنَّا الَِّذيَن ِمن َقبْلِِهْم فََليَْعَلَمنَّ اهللَُّ الَِّذيَن َصَدُقوا َوَليَْعَلَمنَّ اْلَكاِذِبنَي
But We have certainly tried those before them, and Allah will surely make evident those who are truthful, and 

He will surely make evident the liars.
 سورة العنكبوت

29:1-3

This is the سنة اهلل في الكون, the way of Allah in the universe. A trial differentiates between the truthful ones and 
the liars. The trials resemble spider-webs, with complicated threads interwoven and maze-like. The trials are 
weak, but sticky. When you are going through them, you are lost in their maze, stuck in them. 

َمثَُل الَِّذيَن اتََّخذُوا ِمن ُدوِن اهللَِّ أَْولِيَاء َكَمثَِل اْلَعنَكبُوِت اتََّخذَْت بَيْتًا َوإِنَّ أَْوَهَن اْلبُيُوِت َلبَيُْت اْلَعنَكبُوِت َلوْ َكانُوا يَْعَلُموَن 
The example of those who take allies other than Allah is like that of the spider who takes a home. And indeed, 

the weakest of homes is the home of the spider, if they only knew.
إِنَّ اهللََّ يَْعَلُم َما يَْدُعوَن ِمن ُدوِنِه ِمن َشيٍْء َوُهوَ اْلَعِزيزُ اْلَحِكيُم

Indeed, Allah knows whatever thing they call upon other than Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.
َوِتْلَك األَْمثَاُل نَْضِربَُها لِلنَّاِس َوَما يَْعِقُلَها إاِلَّ اْلَعامِلُوَن

And these examples We present to the people, but none will understand them except those of knowledge.
29:41-43

َمثَُل الَِّذيَن اتََّخذُوا ِمن ُدوِن اهللَِّ أَْولِيَاء
🔸 ▶ مثل  the example 

🔸 ▶ الذين  of those 

🔸 ▶ ِاتخذوا  take (as refuge) 

🔸 ▶ ِمن دوِن اهلل  besides Allah 
🔸 ▶ أولياء  close friend, guardian, supporter, protector. 
The ولي refers to a living person or an angel.

In the Quran, there are several similar words ↙ ↙
🔹 ▶ أنداد  rivals

🔹 ▶ شركاء  partners

 الصورة الحسية
⬇ ⬇

َكَمثَِل اْلَعنَكبُوِت

The spider has several characteristics ↙ ↙
🔺 ▶ مفترس  violent
🔺 ▶ يأكل الحشرات  eats insects

🔺 ▶ غير إجتماعي  anti-social

🔺 ▶ نظرهُ ضعيف  weak eyesight



🔺 ▶ سام مِلن سقترب منُه  poisonous to whoever comes close to it

🔺 ▶ ال يجب التعاون و التضحية  uncooperative and selfish. 

اتََّخذَْت بَيْتًا

🔸 ▶ اتخذْت  she took 

🔸 ▶ بيتًا  a house.

The feminine pronoun is used because the female spider constructs the web. The male spider doesn't have 
the ability to make webs. The female spider makes the web to attract a male. After she lays eggs, she kills the 
male spider; the hatchlings all attack each other; the mother attacks the hatchlings. Eventually, there is only 
one surviver, the female, everything else is either killed, or leaves. 

َوإِنَّ أَْوَهَن اْلبُيُوِت َلبَيُْت اْلَعنَكبُوِت
🔸 ▶ أوهن  the weakest 

🔸 ▶ بيوت  family unit, and the actual building.

The spider web is made of silk threads, produced by the female. These threads are very silken, sticky and 
strong, but the web itself is very weak, breaking at the slightest movement. The homes of all animals are 3 
dimensional, providing a protective refuge from dangers and the elements. The spider's home is 2 
dimensional, and cannot offer any protection to its inhabitant. Though each individual thread of the web is 
extremely strong, that does not help the spider, because the whole unit is not strong. 

 الصورة املعنوية
The spider is liked to the مشرك, one who takes guardians other than Allah, takes them as refuge, is attached to 
them with hope and fear. 

🔹 The مشرك is selfish, thinking only of himself when he is in a trial, and seeking help from others besides Allah. 
🔹 The مشرك cannot see the signs of Allah, alluding to the weak eyesight of the spider. 

🔹 The spider web is likened to the false guardians. These can be angels, prophets, anything and anyone, 
taken by people as أولياء. 

Sheikh As-Sa'adi said all false guardians are weak, poor, disabled. When someone approaches them, they are 
as if stuck and lost in a spider web, which is a mass of intricately woven threads. 

The مشركني spread their poisonous ideas to everyone in their social circle; they talk about their experiences with 
their false guardians, misleading and poisoning minds. These ideas stick to the mind like spider webs. This is 
why care must be taken when choosing friends. 

Protect your faith, stay away from the 'spiders', don't fall into their traps like hapless flies, which are food for 
the spiders. Seek refuge only with Allah. 

Allah knows they are humiliating themselves by invoking the false gods. 
🔘  He is العزيز, the All Mighty, has full power over everything. No one can overcome Allah. 
🔘  Allah is الحكيم,the All Wise. His is the perfect wisdom regarding everything. 

Every trial is tailor-made for the slave, suiting his nature, weakness and situation perfectly. You cannot object, 
reject, or give your opinion about it. Our vision is limited, we cannot see the full picture of any situation, so we 
do not realize that each and every trial is full of wisdom. The might and power of Allah is associated with 
perfect wisdom. All the actions of Allah are most perfect and best for you. 



َوالَِّذيَن َجاَهُدوا ِفينَا َلنَْهِديَنَُّهْم ُسبَُلنَا َوإِنَّ اهللََّ مَلَعَ امْلُْحِسِننَي
And those who strive for Us - We will surely guide them to Our ways. And indeed, Allah is with the doers of 

good.
29:69

Do not be afraid of trials; they are a battle between the heart and the mind. If you seek the help of Allah, He 
will surely guide you to His path; you will be from among the متقني. Do not be afraid, Allah is with the محسنني, the 
ones trying to to their best. You will get the companionship of Allah. If you seek Allah as your ولي, He will guide, 
help, protect and guard you. Allah is the best ولي. 


