
األمثال في سورة النّحل
Parables in Surah An-Nahl

Surah An-Nahl is also known as النّعم, the Blessings, hidden and apparent. The first verse is very strongly 
worded.

ا يُْشرُِكوَن أَتَى أَْمُر اهللَِّ فاَلَ تَْستَْعِجُلوهُ ُسبَْحانَُه َوتََعاَلى َعمَّ
The command of Allah is coming, so be not impatient for it. Exalted is He and high above what they associate 

with Him.
16:1

Allah talks about the Day of Judgment in the past tense, because it will surely occur.

يُنَزُِّل امْلاَلِئَكَة ِباْلرُّوحِ ِمْن أَْمرِِه َعَلى َمن يََشاء ِمْن ِعبَاِدِه أَْن أَنِذُرواْ أَنَُّه الَ إَِلَه إاِلَّ أَنَاْ فَاتَُّقوِن
He sends down the angels, with the inspiration of His command, upon whom He wills of His servants, [telling 

them], "Warn that there is no deity except Me; so fear Me."
16:2

All blessings are bestowed upon us by Allah. The greatest blessing of revelation was sent on whomever Allah 
chose to convey His message, the messengers and prophets. They were given the duty of warning the people 
against committing shirk, to protect themselves from the wrath of Allah. 
Different kinds of blessings are mentioned in this surah, all bestowed upon us by Allah.

َوإِن تَُعدُّواْ ِنْعَمَة اهللَِّ الَ تُْحُصوَها إِنَّ اهللََّ َلَغفُوٌر رَِّحيٌم
And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could not enumerate them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and 

Merciful.
16:18

رُّ فَِإَليِْه تَْجأَُروَن ُكُم الضُّ َوَما ِبُكم مِّن نِّْعَمٍة فَِمَن اهللَِّ ثُمَّ إِذَا َمسَّ
And whatever you have of favor - it is from Allah. Then when adversity touches you, to Him you cry for help.

16:53

1.
َماَواِت َواألَرِْض َشيْئًا واَلَ يَْستَِطيُعوَن َويَْعبُُدوَن ِمن ُدوِن اهللَِّ َما الَ يَْملُِك َلُهْم رِزًْقا مَِّن السَّ

And they worship besides Allah that which does not possess for them [the power of] provision from the 
heavens and the earth at all, and [in fact], they are unable.

16:73

Characteristics of the false idols ↙ ↙

َماَواِت َواألَرِْض َشيْئًا  َ  الَ يَْملُِك َلُهْم رِزًْقا مَِّن السَّ
They have no power to provide any provisions in the heavens or the earth.

واَلَ يَْستَِطيُعوَن  
They are helpless, with no control on the smallest thing.

فاَلَ تَْضِربُواْ هللَِِّ األَْمثَاَل إِنَّ اهللََّ يَْعَلُم َوأَنتُْم الَ تَْعَلُموَن
So do not assert similarities to Allah . Indeed, Allah knows and you do not know

16:74

No one can resemble Allah. He is the Only One who has full knowledge.



 َضرََب اهللَُّ َمثاَلً َعبًْدا مَّْمُلوًكا الَّ يَْقِدُر َعَلى َشيٍْء َوَمن رَّزَْقنَاهُ ِمنَّا رِزًْقا َحَسنًا فَُهوَ يُنِفقُ ِمنُْه ِسرًّا َوَجْهرًا َهْل يَْستَوُوَن اْلَحْمُد هللَِِّ بَْل
أَْكثَرُُهْم الَ يَْعَلُموَن

Allah presents an example: a slave [who is] owned and unable to do a thing and he to whom We have 
provided from Us good provision, so he spends from it secretly and publicly. Can they be equal? Praise to 

Allah ! But most of them do not know.
16:75

Allah puts forth a parable of Himself. He is the Only One who can do this. This parable shows the love Allah 
has for His slaves, He wants them to come close to Him and leave shirk. 

َضرََب اهللَُّ َمثاَلً
Allah sets forth a parable. Allah describes two pictures for us.

 الصورة الحسية
⬇ ⬇

The first picture ↘ ↘
َعبًْدا مَّْمُلوًكا

Of a slave
الَّ يَْقِدُر َعَلى َشيٍْء

He is powerless and helpless, poor and weak; in the worst kind of  situation.

The second picture: 
و من رَّزَْقنَاهُ ِمنَّا رِزًْقا َحَسنًا

A man for whom Allah has provided a good provision. This man is a master; he is wealthy and generous, with 
different kinds of provisions. This is the best kind of condition.

فَُهوَ يُنِفقُ ِمنُْه ِسرًّا َوَجْهرًا
He spends from his wealth in all conditions and situations, secretly and openly.

َهْل يَْستَوُون؟؟؟؟ 
Are they equal? The answer is a resounding no. Allah gave this parable for Himself and the false idols. There 
is an infinite difference between these two conditions. Allah wants to point out the foolishness of associating 
anyone with Allah.

 الصورة الحسية
Allah spends without any limit on His creation, and this spending decreases nothing from His treasures. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said that Allah says in a divine hadith or Hadith Qudsi (part of a 
longer hadith): 

ا إِنَْسُكْم َوِجنَُّكْم َقاُموا ِفي َصِعيٍد َواِحٍد، فََسأَُلوِني، فَأَْعطَيْت ُكلَّ َواِحٍد َمْسأََلته، َما نََقَص ذَلَِك ِممَّ  يَا ِعبَاِدي! َلْو أَنَّ أَوََّلُكْم َوآِخرَُكْم َو
ِعنِْدي إالَّ َكَما يَنُْقُص امْلِْخيَُط إذَا أُْدِخَل اْلبَْحَر

O My servants, if the first of you and the last of you, and the humans of you and the jinn of you, were all to 
stand together in one place and ask of Me, and I were to give everyone what he requested, then that would 

not decrease what I Possess, except what is decreased of the ocean when a needle is dipped into it.
40 Hadith An-Nawawi, #24

Allah provides for everyone, believer and non-believer. The magnanimity of Allah can be seen by the fact that 
people associate partners with Him and He still provides for them. The false idols which people worship 
besides Allah are actually slaves themselves. They are dependent on others to serve them, and help them. 
The statues worshipped by some are unable to even move by themselves.



Characteristics of the false idols
▶ ال ملك  no ownership

▶ ال قدرة  no ability
▶ ال إستطاعة  no capability.

Allah has the most perfect names and the most exalted attributes ▶  No one .له االسماء الحسنى و صفات العليا 
deserves full praise and thanks except Allah, because of His bounties and blessings, which He bestows upon 
His servants.

 اْلَحْمُد هللَِّ
All praise to Allah

 He is Praiseworthy and deserving of praise ▶ هو الحميد املحمود 

▶ هو اهلل الصمد  Allah is Unique

بَْل أَْكثَرُُهْم الَ يَْعَلُموَن
The majority of mankind don't know this. They might acknowledge His Oneness with their tongue, but don't 
believe it  in their heart. When the knowledge of Allah sinks in the heart, you can never commit shirk.

2.
ههُّ الَ يَأِْت ِبَخيٍْر َهْل يَْستَوِي ُهوَ َوَمن يَأُْمُر  َوَضرََب اهللَُّ َمثاَلً رَُّجَلنْيِ أََحُدُهَما أَبَْكُم الَ يَْقِدُر َعَلىَ َشيٍْء َوُهوَ َكلٌّ َعَلى َمواْلهُ أَيْنََما يُوَجِّ

ِباْلَعْدِل َوُهوَ َعَلى ِصرَاٍط مُّْستَِقيمٍ
And Allah presents an example of two men, one of them dumb and unable to do a thing, while he is a burden 
to his guardian. Wherever he directs him, he brings no good. Is he equal to one who commands justice, while 

he is on a straight path?
16:76

َوَضرََب اهللَُّ َمثاَلً
Allah sets forth a parable

 الصورة الحسية
⬇ ⬇

 رَُّجَلنْيِ
Two men

أََحُدُهَما أَبَْكُم
One of them is unable to speak or hear

الَ يَْقِدُر َعَلىَ َشيٍْء
He is helpless and weak

َوُهوَ َكلٌّ َعَلى َمواْلهُ
This slave is a burden on his master, because of his inability to do anything by himself. A servant must serve 
his master, not the other way around.

ههُّ الَ يَأِْت ِبَخيٍْر أَيْنََما يُوَجِّ
He is a failure, even when his master directs him to perform a task. This slave will frustrate and anger his 
master.

يَْستَوِي ُهوَ
Is he equal to the one who

َوَمن يَأُْمُر ِباْلَعْدِل
He commands with justice, he is the owner of slaves, has a high and noble position. This man's position shows 
the following traits:



🔺 ▶ هو ينطق  he speaks

🔺 ▶ هو يعلم  he has knowledge
🔺 ▶ حكمتُه  his wisdom

🔺 ▶ رأيُه  his opinion

🔺 ▶ قوتُه  his power

🔺 ▶ قدرتُه  his ability
🔺 ▶ مكانُه  his position.
All these characteristics are necessary for him to command with justice. All these add up to the best 
characteristics, كامل الصفات. This is the character of a judge; noble, upright, just, wise, having mercy, 
compassion, and a noble status.

َوُهوَ َعَلى ِصرَاٍط مُّْستَِقيمٍ
He is on the straight path. This is an extraordinary person, with all the best in him. People are drawn to him 
because of his character, ask him when they have a need.

 الصورة املعنوية
The slave described here is the false idol, someone who is deaf, dumb and helpless, needing someone to 
serve him, and fulfill his needs. People worship all sorts of things, such as stones, crystals, animals, etc. these 
false gods are a burden on them, because they can't do a simple act by themselves, are completely 
dependent on others to serve them; they have no will and cannot benefit their devotees.

Allah has the most perfect characteristics. All His actions are the best. He is free from all faults and 
imperfections. He is present all the time, you can invoke Him whenever you have a need. 

Allah is closer to you than even your jugular vein. 
 َونَْحُن أَْقرَُب إَِليِْه ِمْن َحبِْل اْلوَِريِد

and We are closer to him than [his] jugular vein.
سورة ق
50:16

Allah knows your thoughts and feelings, whatever you hide in your heart.
ُدوِر  َوُهوَ َعلِيٌم ِبذَاِت الصُّ

and He is Knowing of that within the breasts
سورة الحديد

57:6

 One of the greatest blessings of Allah is that He is الودود, the Most Loving to His creation. All the actions of 
Allah are the most just and fair. All the legislations set forth by Him direct us to the straight path. His decree is 
the best for His slaves. Allah never lets the deeds of His slaves to be in vain, they will be recompensed on the 
Day of Judgement. Our hearts flee towards Allah, we long to meet Him. Nothing is more beautiful than our 
Creator.

3.
رُوَن إِنَّ اهللََّ يَأُْمُر ِباْلَعْدِل َواإِلْحَساِن َوإِيتَاء ِذي اْلُقْربَى َويَنَْهى َعِن اْلفَْحَشاء َوامْلُنَكِر َواْلبَْغيِ يَِعظُُكْم َلَعلَُّكْم تَذَكَّ

Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct 
and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.

16:90

املأمورات
The commandments



إِنَّ اهللََّ يَأُْمُر
Allah commands 

ِباْلَعْدِل
With justice in all dealings; with Allah, fulfilling His rights, and with people, fulfilling their rights. This is 
obligatory.

َواإِلْحَساِن
And perfection in all matters, be they manners, worship or relationships; everything in life. This is 
recommended.

َوإِيتَاء ِذي اْلُقْربَى
And giving kith and kin their rights. This is according to the means available to every individual.

 املنهيات
The forbidden actions

َويَنَْهى
And forbids

َعِن اْلفَْحَشاء
From immorality and great sins, such as shirk, stealing, murder;
كلُّ ذنب عظيم 

َوامْلُنَكِر

Bad behavior, not fulfilling the obligatory worship, such as not praying, not giving zakaat ▶  ذنب متعلق باهلل 
َواْلبَْغيِ

Transgression, exceeding limits with people, backbiting, not giving rights to people ▶ عدوان على الخلق 

رُوَن يَِعظُُكْم َلَعلَُّكْم تَذَكَّ
Allah warns you in order to make you remember, because then you will try to reform yourself.

و أْوفواْ ِبَعْهِد اهللَِّ إِذَا َعاَهدتُّْم واَلَ تَنُقُضواْ األَيَْماَن بَْعَد تَوِْكيِدَها َوَقْد َجَعْلتُُم اهللََّ َعَليُْكْم َكِفيالً إِنَّ اهللََّ يَْعَلُم َما تَفَْعُلوَن
And fulfill the covenant of Allah when you have taken it, [O believers], and do not break oaths after their 

confirmation while you have made Allah , over you, a witness. Indeed, Allah knows what you do.
16:91

َوأَْوفُواْ ِبَعْهِد اهللَِّ

And fulfill the covenant of Allah. This is a command. 

إِذَا َعاَهدتُّْم
When You make the covenant. This is the condition.

ْ واَلَ تَنُقُضوا
And don't break. This is ال النَّاهية, meaning 'don't do'.

األَيَْماَن
The oath. Oaths can be of two types
🔺 ▶ مع اهلل  with Allah 

🔺 ▶ مع النّاس  with people.

بَْعَد تَوِْكيِدَها
After affirming it.

 املثال



 واَلَ تَُكونُواْ َكالَِّتي نََقَضْت َغزَْلَها ِمن بَْعِد ُقوٍَّة أَنَكاثًا تَتَِّخذُوَن أَيَْمانَُكْم َدَخالً بَيْنَُكْم أَن تَُكوَن أُمٌَّة ِهيَ أَْربَى ِمْن أُمٍَّة إِنََّما يَبُْلوُكُم اهللَُّ
َ َلُكْم يَوَْم اْلِقيَاَمِة َما ُكنتُْم ِفيِه تَْختَلِفُوَن ِبِه َوَليُبَيِّننَّ

And do not be like she who untwisted her spun thread after it was strong [by] taking your oaths as [means of] 
deceit between you because one community is more plentiful [in number or wealth] than another community. 
Allah only tries you thereby. And He will surely make clear to you on the Day of Resurrection that over which 

you used to differ.
16:92

ْ  واَلَ تَُكونُوا
And don't become

 الصورة الحسية 
⬇ ⬇
َكالَِّتي

Like the lady. This lady actually existed during the time of جاهلية, and was well-known for her eccentricity.

نََقَضْت
She broke or undid. This word comes from نقَض, which means to undo.

َغزَْلَها
Her spun yarn. This lady used to spin yarn, and then undo it, because she was not happy with the end result.

ِمن بَْعِد ُقوٍَّة
After it becomes strong 

أَنَكاثًا
Undone, ruined. This word comes from نكَث, which means undo, break or ruin.

The lady mentioned here was very particular about her spinning. She would put great effort into spinning her 
yarn, spending all morning doing this, making it strong. After completing her masterpiece, if she wasn't 
satisfied, she ordered her servants to undo or cut it, destroying all her hard work.

Characteristics of the lady and the situation
🔺 ▶ الحيرة  confused

🔺 ▶ عدم الوضوح  unclear, having no goal

🔺 ▶ السفيهه  foolish 
🔺 ▶ الحواسه  obsessed

🔺 ▶ ضياع الوقت  waste of time

🔺 ▶ عدم اإلنتاج  unproductive

🔺 ▶ ال تشكر  ungrateful.

 الصورة املعنوية
This parable resembles those people who have a covenant with Allah and with the people, and then ruin 
everything by breaking the covenant. If a person worships Allah, fasts and prays, then stops doing these 
actions, this is breaking the promise he made with Allah.

تَتَِّخذُوَن أَيَْمانَُكْم َدَخالً بَيْنَكم
You break your promise after making it firm, which is a deception and cheating.
🔺 ▶ دخال  deception.  

أَن تَُكوَن أُمٌَّة ِهيَ أَْربَى ِمْن أُمٍَّة
You see benefit in another group, so you break your strong oath, and cheat and deceive to make a deal with 



someone you think is more beneficial for you, as soon as you get the chance. 

 إِنََّما يَبُْلوُكُم اهللَُّ بِه
This is nothing but Allah testing you with the promise. The test comes with the appearance of a better 
proposition. Most people follow their desires and break their oaths for a better opportunity. The oath is like the 
spun yarn, which is very strong. Breaking this strong oath is like cutting the yarn, or undoing it.

This parable also resembles those who are guided by Allah, then they tire themselves out with excessive 
worship in the beginning, when their faith is very strong. This is an emotional time, full of excitement. Then 
they are not able to keep up the pace, and slowly give them up, undoing the yarn.

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said: 
إن الدين يسر، ولن يشاد الدين إال غلبه، فسددوا وقاربوا وأبشروا، واستعينوا بالغدوة والروحة وشيء من الدلجة.

رواه البخاري ، رياض الصالحني، كتاب #1، حديث 145#
The religion (of Islam) is easy, and whoever makes the religion a rigour, it will overpower him. So, follow a 

middle course (in worship); if you can't do this, do something near to it and give glad tidings and seek help (of 
Allah) at morn and at dusk and some part of night. 

Sheikh Ibn Uthaymeen said that there should be moderation in Deen, or there is a danger of going back to 
what you were, or even worse than that.

The main element in this parable is the woman spinning her yarn, knitting it into a beautiful pattern, then 
undoing it because she was dissatisfied. This ungratefulness is more common in women, because they let 
their emotions rule their behavior.

Your goal must be to please Allah, not yourself. If you put رضا اهلل, the pleasure of Allah foremost, you will feel 
happy and excited. 

An example of this parable can be found in Ramadan, when you are so excited, doing multiple acts of worship. 
After Ramadan finishes, the test comes; are you going to continue with them, or give them up? The answer is 
to start with quality and end with quality. Don't undo the yarn of your عبادة after it is spun into beautiful patterns, 
and is strongly woven in your routine.

Ask Allah for help and rely on Him.

اُب َربَّنَا الَ تُِزغْ ُقُلوبَنَا بَْعَد إِذْ َهَديْتَنَا َوَهْب َلنَا ِمن لَُّدنَك رَْحَمًة إِنََّك أَنَت اْلوَهَّ
Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You 

are the Bestower.
 سورة آِل عمران

3:8

 




