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They said, "We did not break our 
promise to you by our will, but 

we were made to carry burdens 
from the ornaments of the 

people [of Firawn], so we threw 
them [into the fire], and thus did 

the Samiri throw."
20:87

Surah Taha is all about happiness, and all 
the stories tell you the way to happiness, 
starting with the Allah talking to Musa عليه 

 then dealing with Firawn and the magicians. The trail increases in intensity, and the situation becomes ,السالم
more difficult. Musa faced trouble with his own nation, and these problems remained until he died. Musa عليه 
 couldn't leave them, and was stuck with them through trial after trail. The messengers remained with السالم
their nations through thick and thin, and that was their happiness. The prophethood and the message do not 
bring grief. Firawn shows us the example of the worst of the disbelievers, his followers being the likes of Abu 
Jahl and Abu Lahab, and Samiri is an example of a hypocrite. The way to happiness is how you deal with the 
situation you are faced with. If you give excuses and blame others, then you will find sorrow. 

 َقاُلوا َما أَْخَلفْنَا َموِْعَدَك
When Musa admonished the Bani Israeel, they didn't accept their mistake. Instead, they denied that they had 
broken the appointment. The munafiq or hypocrite will always take false oaths to please people, the wrath of 
Allah has no significance for them. Their main goal is to give people a good impression of themselves. So the 
Bani Israeel took the last accusation of Musa, and answered it. This is one of the characteristics of the 
munafiq, he will focus on small sins, ignoring the big ones. They ignored the shirk, and addressed the 
accusation regarding not following Musa.

ِبَمْلِكنَا 
They justified their action by saying that they made a mistake, that they didn't worship the calf knowingly, it 
was out of their control. 

ِ ْلنَا أَْوزَارًا مِّن ِزينَِة اْلَقوْم  َولَِٰكنَّا ُحمِّ
They could have handled this situation by accepting their mistake, and repenting to Allah, but they tried to 
justify it. Someone sinning intentionally will try to give excuses. The excuse they used for their shirk was that 
they had carried the burden of the borrowed gold, and wanted to rid themselves of this sin. They made 
themselves sound so good, but worshipping the calf was not a small mistake, it was shirk. 

فََقذَفْنَاَها
This is how the test came. They went to Harun to ask how they should dispose of the gold, and he adviced 
them to dig a hole and throw all the ornaments in it, then melt them, and later ask Musa what to do with it, 
when he returned. So they threw all the gold in the pit, hatefully. 

اِمِريُّ فََكذَٰلَِك أَْلَقى السَّ
When they threw the gold they had in their possession into the hole, Samiri also threw something into it.
▶ فََقذَفْنَاَها ▶ َقذََف   throw with hatred, cast away to get rid of it  

▶ أَْلَقى  toss gently



 Samiri tossed what he wanted to gently into the hole, with the gold. When the Bani Israeel were fleeing from
 Firawn into the sea, everyone was running, but Samiri was observing. He saw Jibreel, on horseback, gliding
 past. Wherever the hooves of the horse touched the sea bed, the ground became green. So he grabbed a
 handful of the sand from beneath the hooves of the horse of Jibreel. When the Bani Israeel were throwing the
 hold in the hole, Samiri threw this sand into the pit. Allah made only Samiri see this, it was his test. Allah tells
 us this later on the surah.

The Bani Israeel did not support Samiri, even though he made the calf for them, but blamed him instead. They 
were witness to want he did, even though he secretly threw the traces of Jibreel in the pit. No crime is 
foolproof, there is always some clue or witness to it. 

And he extracted for them [the 
statue of] a calf which had a 
lowing sound, and they said, 

"This is your god and the god of 
Musa, but he forgot."

20:88

 فَأَْخَرجَ َلُهْم ِعْجاًل
Samiri made the calf for the Bani Israeel, 
from the gold. Allah mentions لهم before 
 he made it for them. They didn't ask ,عجل
him to, but he saw them admiring the 
idols which they encountered on the 
way, and knew that this was their desire. 
This is the munafiq, always observing, 
and creating mischief. 

The actual name of Samiri was Musa. He was called Samiri because he came from a place called Samarrah, 
in ancient Iraq. They used to worship cows there, and loved their idols. When he came to the Bani Israeel , he 
showed them that he was a believer, but he was a hypocrite, because in his heart he worshipped idols. If he 
hadn't fashioned the calf, the Bani Israeel would not have asked Musa for an idol again. Statues of cows were 
worshipped in ancient Egypt too. The munafiq can bring out the sicknesses from the hearts of people. 

If the Bani Israeel had submitted to Allah, it would have been better for them, but they indulged in the fitnah. 
The munafiqeen will make the sicknesses of society surface, and then they will say إنما نحن مصلحون, but 
actually he is spreading mischief. 

 َجَسًدا
It had a body. It is haram to make statues and paintings of anything which has a soil, and to display pictures of 
living things, as this can lead to shirk. The nation of Nuh عليه السالم displayed the pictures of righteous people 
who had passed away, to remind them of Allah, and over the generations, their descendants began 
worshipping these pictures and statues. 

The calf wasn't a just a picture, but a form. Samiri had made a very realistic statue of a calf. 

 لَُّه ُخوَاٌر
It also made the sound of a cow, and they were so happy with this sound. This sound came from the traces of 
Jibreel. Some scholars say that the statue was made in such a way, that when the wind blew through it, it 
made a mooing sound. The calf was made of molten gold, which they didn't like, and threw into the pit. But 
when this hold was fashioned into a calf, they loved it, and worshipped it. They were amazed by it, admired it; 
this was their desire, so they quickly connected with it. They stayed with it day and night, gazing at it. 



Intense admiration can lead to attachment, and can be overpowering, affecting the minds of people. 
Admiration and love are very dangerous when they are in the wrong direction. Analyze yourself, do you have a 
calf in your life, something so low, which overpowers your mind and night, as if making itikaf to it. 

إِلَُٰه ُموَسىٰ فَنَِسيَ ذَا إِلَُٰهُكْم َو  فََقاُلوا هَٰ
They believed this was the god Musa had gone to meet, it came to them, and Musa had forgotten the 
instructions, and gone to the mountain instead of here in the desert. Shirk makes the vision upside down, and 
brings about intense confusion. It creates an imbalance, making black appear white. 

Did they not see that it could 
not return to them any 

speech and that it did not 
possess for them any harm 

or benefit?
20:89

 أَفاََل يَرَْوَن
They admired and loved  the calf 
because it was made of gold and 
made a sound. Allah negates two 
things from the calf. 

" أاَلَّ يَرِْجعُ إَِليِْهْم َقواًْل 
It cannot answer anyone, although it 
has a sound. Allah not only listens, 
but answers immediately. When you 
make dua, Allah responds straight 

away, at the same time. We cannot see or hear Allah, but we can read His words when we recite the Qura'an, 
and talk to Him when we pray. 

# واََل يَْملُِك َلُهْم َضرًّا واََل نَفًْعا
Not only can the calf not answer, but it also cannot harm or benefit anyone. This is the core of the issue. 
Anyone rather than Allah can neither harm nor benefit in any way, not even the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
  The Bani Israeel were slaves of Firawn until recently, and fear made them obey him. Now they thought .وسلم
the calf could benefit them. Firawn perished in the sea, and so did the calf, as we will learn later in the surah. 

And Harun had already told 
them before [the return of 

Musa], "O my people, you are 
only being tested by it, and 

indeed, your Lord is the Most 
Merciful, so follow me and 

obey my order."
20:90

َوَلَقْد َقاَل َلُهْم َهاُروُن ِمن َقبُْل يَا َقوْمِ 
إِنََّما فُِتنتُم ِبِه 

Harun عليه السالم had warned them 



before that they were derived and were falling into fitnah, by worshipping the calf. 

ُن  َوإِنَّ َربَُّكُم الرَّْحمَٰ
Their attachment to the calf was because they thought it could harm or benefit them. Their problem was 
worshipping someone rather than Allah. Harun told them that their Reformer was full of mercy, Allah shows you 
your mistake before you die, so that you can fix it before you end up in the hellfire. When you are busy 
justifying yourself, you lose the nurturing. The calf is nothing, just a fitnah. Your Nurturer is Vast in His mercy, 
and that is why you are nurtured while you are still alive. 

Is someone advices you, think of it as a message from Allah. This will give you a pure heart. See only then 
message, not the messenger, which can even be a child, or an animal. You must only see the sign of Allah. 
The fitnah is that people carry the test; they are slaves of Allah, and carry His message. 

Harun عليه السالم had warned them before not to worship the calf. He said he was only a tool, he didn't attribute 
the advice to himself. Musa was angry when he admonished the Bani Israeel, but Harun reminded them of the 
mercy of Allah. The intensity of the advice increased with Musa عليه السالم. 

In life, Allah nurtures you gently, specially when you acquire knowledge. If you don't get nurtured with 
gentleness, then Allah sends someone harsher to advice you. This is also a fitnah, because you can get 
offended by it. 

Musa spoke to Firawn gently, debating with him in a scholarly manner. Firawn was a ruler and a tyrant, so 
Musa had to treat him gently. For the magicians, he was harsh from the beginning, because they were evil. 
You need to speak to people according to their position. 

فَاتَِّبُعوِني
Harun commanded the Bani Israeel to obey him, because he was following the commands of Musa, to be in 
charge of them, while he was away. Harun was on the truth, obedient to Allah, so they should follow him. This 
can also mean that they should follow Harun to Musa. They had a task, and were diverted into worshipping the 
calf. 

َوأَِطيُعوا أَْمِري
Someone indulging in a fitnah is as if he is drowning, and can't see, so he has to be guided step by step about 
what to do. Harun was the leader, the ولي األمر, and for the leader, the command is السمع و الطاعة, unquestioning 
obedience. 

In life, we need leaders, and they are safeguards for the society. This is why rebellion against the leaders of 
not allowed in Islam, because it leads to instability. You must follow the rules of the country, because they 
teach us obedience. This is the right of the leader, and you will be accountable for it. For instance, don't park in 
the handicapped parking spots; even if no one sees you, Allah does. These are all rights, and you will have to 

pay for them with your good deeds on the Day of 
Judgement. If there is no u turn allowed, don't make one; 
don't break the speed limit; even these traffic rules must 
be obeyed. 

Imagine the Bani Israeel, they went from tyrant to 
messenger, but they didn't reform. 

Harun was soft and gentle, while Musa was strict and 
angry. Take the gentle message from Allah before 
someone comes with harsh advice. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said :
 اسمعوا وأطيعوا، وإن استعمل عليكم عبد حبشي،

كأن رأسه زبيبة.
رواه البحاري، رياض الصالحني، كتاب #1، حديث666#
Hear and obey even if an Abyssinian slave 

whose head is like a raisin is placed in authority 
over you.



They said, "We will never cease 
being devoted to the calf until 

Musa returns to us."
20:91

The Bani Israeel loved their golden calf, 
and didn't want to leave it. The love of the 
calf was so absorbed in their heart, that it 
brought this great devotion. The calf was 
always in their hearts and minds. This 
itikaf was tangible. We must be on itikaf, 
on standby, all our lives. Allah brought so 
many ayaat for them, but they rejected 
the nurturing of Allah, and attached to the 
calf. Admiration which leads to love abs 
then attachment will make you elevate the 
object of your admiration to the position of 
 .or god ,إله

When the nurturing comes, repent immediately, don't delay it. If you lose the opportunity to do good deeds, it 
will not come again. If they had listened to Harun, Allah would have guided them. But they rebelled against 
Harun, and even attempted to kill him. 

[Musa] said, "O Harun, what 
prevented you, when you saw 

them going astray
20:92

Allah does not tell us the story in sequence 
in this surah. When Musa left for his 
appointment with Allah, leaving the Bani 
Israeel to follow him with Harun, Samiri 
made the golden calf. Harun adviced them 
not to worship the calf, but they rebelled 
against him. When Musa came back, he 
first questioned Harun, because he was left 
in charge. Then Musa confronted the Bani 
Israeel. 

Musa was 
furious 

when he returned and saw his nation worshipping the golden calf. He went to 
Harun, and out of anger, caught him by his forelock and beard, and began 
pulling him. Musa could only have behaved this way with his brother. In 
da'awah, it is important to have so own whom you can leave in charge, and 
whom you can question if something goes wrong. 

So Musa questioned Harun, asking him why he had not stopped the people 
from committing shirk.

َوأََخذَ ِبرَأِْس أَِخيِه يَُجرُّهُ إَِليِْه
And he seized his brother by 
[the hair of] his head, pulling 

him toward him.
 سورة األعراف

7:150



From following me? Then have 
you disobeyed my order?"

20:93

Musa was the leader of Harun, and he 
questioned him why he didn't follow his 
orders. Musa wanted to know why 
Harun didn't come and tell him what the 
people were doing, forgetting that 
Harun could not have left the Bani 
Israeel alone. 

Harun was very clear in his duty, he 
couldn't leave. But What Musa saw 
when he returned made him forget 
everything else, and he accused Musa 
of disobeying his commands. 


