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And We had inspired to 
Musa, "Travel by night with 
My servants and strike for 

them a dry path through the 
sea; you will not fear being 
overtaken [by Firawn] nor 
be afraid [of drowning]."

20:77

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 ,fought the outer enemies first وسلم
and when he was established in 
Madinah, the Munafiqeen surfaced. 

It is more challenging to deal with the inner enemies, because they are hidden amongst you. The outer enemy 
is clear and obvious. The Munafiqeen  were integrated in the social fabric of the believers. If you see the 
ahadeeth after the Hijrah, there are many dealing with unity, saying that the believers should be like a building, 
or a single body, etc. Musa عليه السالم also had to deal with the outer enemies first, which is Firawn and the  
magicians. Firawn was rebellious and was drowned, the magicians submitted and were saved. The inner 
enemy, the rebellious Bani Israeel themselves, were more challenging to deal with. 

The second part of the story of Musa عليه السالم is about his struggle with the Bani Israeel. There was wisdom 
behind the oppression of Firawn, because the Bani Israeel were innately rebellious, and deserved it. It also 
kept them under check. They were also cowardly, so when the tyranny disappeared, their reality showed. 

َوَلَقْد أَْوَحيْنَا إَِلىٰ ُموَسىٰ
After the يوم الزينة, the Day of Celebration, Musa and the Bani Israeel stayed in Egypt, because Allah did not 
give them permission to leave. In that period of time, there were many signs 
shown to Firawn; there were nine signs. These clear signs were: the staff, the 
hand of Musa, the years of famine, the parting of the sea, the flood, the locusts, 
the lice, the frogs and the blood.

There were frogs everywhere, lice even in 
their beddings, blood in the water, locusts 
underfoot. After every calamity, they would 
come to Musa and ask him to invoke his 
Rabb to remove the hardship. Every time 
the hardship was removed, but they still 
did not believe.

 Musa lived in Egypt for many years, trying 
to save the Bani Israeel, and take them 
away. They were still under oppression, 
and Musa couldn't help them. So they 
were told to worship Allah in their homes, 
and be patient, until Allah gave them 
permission to leave. 

This resembles the situation with the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم in Makkah, when the conditions 
became so desperate, that at one time, the Sahabah lost their patience, and complained to him. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم did not try to justify anything, didn't tell them to revolt, just told them that 

 َوَلَقْد آتَيْنَا ُموَسىٰ ِتْسعَ آيَاٍت
 بَيِّنَاٍت ۖ فَاْسأَْل بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل إِذْ
 َجاَءُهْم فََقاَل َلُه ِفرَْعوُْن إِنِّي
أَلَظُنَُّك يَا ُموَسىٰ َمْسُحورًا

And We had certainly given 
Musa nine evident signs, so 
ask the Bani Israeel [about] 
when he came to them and 

Firawn said to him, "Indeed I 
think, O Musa, that you are 

affected by magic."
 سورة اإلسراء

17:101

 فَأَرَْسْلنَا َعَليِْهُم الطُّوفَاَن َواْلَجرَاَد
فَاِدَع َوالدََّم آيَاٍت َل َوالضَّ  َواْلُقمَّ

اَلٍت فَاْستَْكبَرُوا وََكانُوا َقوًْما  مُّفَصَّ
مُّْجرِِمنَي

So We sent upon them the 
flood and locusts and lice and 

frogs and blood as distinct 
signs, but they were arrogant 
and were a criminal people.

سورة األعراف
7:133



the people before them were cut into pieces, and still they did not lose their patience. Islam is against protests 
and processions against the authority, even if they are oppressive, and the people are on the truth. Musa عليه 
 did not rebel or protest, even though the Bani Israeel were a very large number. In life, if you are treated السالم
unfairly, be patient, don't complain to everyone, and be patient.

When Allah knew that they had reached the limit of their patience, He told Musa to leave. 

أَْن أَْسِر ِبِعبَاِدي
The messengers did whatever Allah told them to, so Allah inspired Musa to lead the Bani Israeel and leave 
secretly, in the early night. This would give them all night to reach their destination, the Red Sea, which was 
across Egypt. So Musa would be their leader, and they had to follow him. Everyone from the Bani israeel, 
men, women, children, would accompany him. It was a challenge to move this multitude of people secretly. 

Allah says ِعبَاِدي, they are slaves of Allah, not slaves of Musa or Firawn, 
so Musa had to take care of them. This also shows how much Allah 
honored the Bani 
Israeel. 

Islam brings freedom 
from slavery to others 
and even yourself, to 
being a worshipper of 
Allah, and His slave. 
The Bani Israeel were 
now free, but they still 
had the mentality of 

slaves. They were so used to the slavery of people, they didn't 
want to be elevated. They had been brainwashed for so many 
years, they craved lowly things.

The Bani Israeel, led by Musa, accompanied by Harun, walked 
all night, reaching the Red Sea in the morning. At the shore, 
they stopped; how would they cross it? By this time, Firawn 
and the other Egyptians were awake, to find no slaves, no 
breakfast, nothing prepared and ready. Firawn was very angry, 
and immediately commanded his guards to find them. This 
huge nation could not have disappeared, and surely they 
would be found. 

The whole army of Firawn pursued them, and trapped them 
between the sea and the army. There was no place to escape, 
and the Bani Israeel despaired and were sure they were 
doomed. Musa remained calm, and said Allah would guide 
them. He just stood in front of the sea. Allah had taught him 
this confidence in Him, when he had to confront Musa and the 
magicians. Allah kept exhorting him ▶ ▶ ال تخف   don't be 
afraid. This calmness came after so much nurturing. He had 
certainty in Allah, a leader has to be strong. Imagine a child 
trapped in the elevator with his mother, the mother can't panic. 

فَاْضرِْب َلُهْم طَِريًقا ِفي اْلبَْحِر
Musa knew Allah would never let them down. When Firawn 
was about to reach them, Allah inspired Musa to strike the sea with his stick. You have to accept the 
commands of Allah, and act upon them, without any explanations. This reminds us of Maryam, when Allah 
commanded her to shake the date palm ▶ ▶ َوُهزِّي إَِليِْك ِبِجذِْع النَّْخَلِة   And shake toward you the trunk of the 
palm tree (19:25 سورة مريم). You must submit without any reasoning, or questioning why. Just strike the sea 

 يَا بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل اذُْكرُوا ِنْعَمِتيَ
ْلتُُكْم  الَِّتي أَنَْعْمُت َعَليُْكْم َوأَنِّي فَضَّ

َعَلى اْلَعامَلنَِي
O Children of Israel, remember 
My favor that I have bestowed 

upon you and that I preferred you 
over the worlds.

سورة البقرة 
2:47

فَأَتْبَُعوُهم مُّْشرِِقنَي
So they pursued them at sunrise.

ا تَرَاَءى اْلَجْمَعاِن َقاَل أَْصَحاُب ُموَسىٰ إِنَّا  فََلمَّ
مَلُْدرَُكوَن

And when the two companies saw one 
another, the companions of Musa said, 

"Indeed, we are to be overtaken!"
َقاَل َكالَّ ۖ إِنَّ َمِعيَ َربِّي َسيَْهِديِن

[Musa] said, "No! Indeed, with me is my Lord; 
He will guide me."

 فَأَْوَحيْنَا إَِلىٰ ُموَسىٰ أَِن اْضرِب بَِّعَصاَك اْلبَْحَر ۖ
فَانفََلقَ فََكاَن ُكلُّ ِفْرقٍ َكالطَّوِْد اْلَعِظيمِ

Then We inspired to Musa, "Strike with your 
staff the sea," and it parted, and each portion 

was like a great towering mountain.
َوأَزَْلفْنَا ثَمَّ اآْلَخِريَن

And We advanced thereto the pursuers.
َوأَنَجيْنَا ُموَسىٰ َوَمن مََّعُه أَْجَمِعنَي

And We saved Musa and those with him, all 
together.

ثُمَّ أَْغرَْقنَا اآْلَخِريَن
Then We drowned the others.

إِنَّ ِفي ذَٰلَِك آَليًَة ۖ َوَما َكاَن أَْكثَرُُهم مُّؤِْمِننَي
Indeed in that is a sign, but most of them 

were not to be believers.
َوإِنَّ َربََّك َلُهوَ اْلَعِزيزُ الرَِّحيُم

And indeed, your Lord - He is the Exalted in 
Might, the Merciful.

سورة الشعراء 
26:60-68



with the stick. When Musa struck the sea, the water, which was flowing smoothly, separated into twelve paths, 
one for each tribe of the Bani Israeel. They were twelve tribes, one from each son of Ya'qub عليه السالم. This 
was also a mercy, because now there would be no pushing and shoving, each tribe would use their path to 
cross the sea. At the time of being pursued by the enemy, you must remove all dispute amongst yourself. The 
sea became as two mountains on either side, and the Bani Israeel stepped into the sea. It was like glass, and 
all the people could see each other through the water. 

يَبًَسا
They were walking on the sea bed, and this had to be slippery and muddy. But another miracle awaited, it was 
dry. The characteristic of the water had been changed, from being wet, to being dry. This was like the incident 
with Ibraheem عليه السالم, when the disbelievers threw him into the blazing inferno, Allah commanded the fire to 
become cool ▶ ▶ ُقْلنَا يَا نَاُر ُكوِني بَرًْدا َوَساَلًما َعَلىٰ إِبْرَاِهيَم   We (Allah the Exalted) said : O fire, be coolness 
and safety upon Ibraheem ( 21:69 سورة األنبياء). 

Musa عليه السالم had a connection with water bodies. As a baby, he was thrown into the river in a box, by his 
mother, and the river carried him to safety. The sea parted for him and the Bani Israeel to cross safely. The 
meeting place of two seas was the meeting place for him and Al Khidr. This was also symbolic, because Musa 
and Khidr had different kinds of vast knowledge, and their meeting was like that of two seas. 

الَّ تََخاُف َدرًَكا 
Musa was told by Allah he would not fear being caught by Firawn. It was a very dangerous situation, but Allah 
assured him that he would not be afraid. 

واََل تَْخَشىٰ
Everyone knows that you can drown in the sea, this is common knowledge, that it is dangerous. But Allah 
assures Musa that he would not even be afraid of drowning. This guarantee made Musa calm and at rest. You 
see a calamity but you are tranquil, because you know you will not fall into it. 

Musa obeyed the command of Allah. The stick had become a snake three times before, but he didn't know this 
quality of his stick. In this bottleneck situation, he obeyed Allah. Previously, his belief was less, so he needed 
to see the stick become a snake three times. Now he didn't need any repetition, he believed Allah could do 
anything. 

So Firawn pursued them 
with his soldiers, and there 
covered them from the sea 

that which covered them
20:78

فَأَتْبََعُهْم ِفرَْعوُْن ِبُجنُوِدِه
When Firawn saw the paths in the 
sea, he followed them, with his 
army. He was a very clever man, 
but he was very arrogant. He didn't 
even think about the miracle he 
was seeing, the sea had parted! 
There had been so many signs, 
increasing in intensity, and now 
this was the greatest sign of Allah. 
But he didn't stop, went headlong 
into the sea. This is what 
happened earlier; he saw the stick 
turn into a snake, realized it was a 

miracle, but still gathered the magicians to compete with Musa. He knew what he was seeing, but didn't want 



to give up his power and tyranny. With each sign that Allah 
showed him, he became more and more rebellious, 
and increased his disbelief. 

فََغِشيَُهم مَِّن اْليَمِّ َما َغِشيَُهْم
When Firawn and his army reached the middle of the sea, Musa 
and his nation has crossed over. Allah commanded the sea to 
drown them. The water was a means of power for Firawn, and it 
was a means for his destruction as well. They were proficient 
swimmers, water was an integral part of their lives,  and the sea 
drowned them. This was a humiliation, and a miserable death. 

Firawn knew he was 
drowning, and at 
moment, he pronounced 
his shahadah. It was not 
accepted, because it was 
too late. Jibreel knew Allah 
was Most Merciful, and he 
was afraid Allah would 
forgive Firawn if he 
repented. So he stuffed the 
mud from the sea bed into 
his mouth. 

Allah knew that Firawn didn't 
deserve to be forgiven. Allah 
saved his body as a lesson 
for everyone. Ramses II, 
mummified and helpless, lies 
in a glass cabinet in the 
museum. This was the tyrant 
who said ▶  أَنَا َربُُّكُم اأْلَْعَلىٰ 

▶  I am your most exalted 
lord (79:25 سورة النازعات). None 

of his army survived either. The Bani Israeel,were standing and watching, safe and sound, from the other side 
of the sea. Firawn was not buried, but his soul is in torment. Him and his army are facing severe punishment in 
the grave, and an even greater punishment awaits them on the Day of Judgement. 

And Firawn led his people 
astray and did not guide [them].

20:79

Not only was Firawn himself misguided, 
but he misled all his people too. He 
portrayed himself as a powerful  and 
vengeful god, and his people feared him, 
so they followed him. He manipulated his 
people, and they were cowards, and 
didn't stand up to him, or advice him, 
because they were afraid of being 
tortured. Firawn led all his followers into 
the hellfire. 

 َوَجاَوزْنَا ِببَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل اْلبَْحَر فَأَتْبََعُهْم ِفرَْعوُْن
 َوُجنُوُدهُ بَْغيًا َوَعْدًوا ۖ َحتَّىٰ إِذَا أَْدرََكُه اْلَغَرقُ َقاَل
 آَمنُت أَنَُّه اَل إِلََٰه إاِلَّ الَِّذي آَمنَْت ِبِه بَنُو إِْسرَاِئيَل

َوأَنَا ِمَن امْلُْسلِِمنَي
And We took the Bani Israeel across the 
sea, and Firawn and his soldiers pursued 
them in tyranny and enmity until, when 

drowning overtook him, he said, "I believe 
that there is no deity except that in whom 
the Bani Israeel believe, and I am of the 

Muslims."
سورة يونس 

10:90The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
: said و سلم

َا أَْغَرَق اهللَُّ ِفرَْعْوَن َقاَل آَمنُْت أَنَُّه الَ إَِلَه   ملَّ
 إاِلَّ الَِّذي آَمنَْت ِبِه بَنُو إِْسرَاِئيَل فََقاَل

ُد فََلْو رَأَيْتَِني َوأَنَا آُخذُ ِمْن  ِجبِْريُل يَا ُمَحمَّ
ُه ِفي ِفيِه َمَخافََة أَْن  َحاِل اْلبَْحِر فَأَُدسُّ

تُْدرَِكُه الرَّْحَمُة.
جامع الترمذي، كتاب # 47 ، حديث # 3392 

When Allah drowned Fir'awn he 
said: 'I believe that there is no god 
except the One that the children of 
Isra'il believe in.' So Jibril said: 'O 

Muhammad! If you could only have 
seen me, while I was taking (the 
mud) from the sea, and filling his 
mouth out of fear that the mercy 

would reach him

 فَوََقاهُ اهللَُّ َسيِّئَاِت َما َمَكرُوا ۖ َوَحاقَ ِبآِل
ِفرَْعوَْن ُسوُء اْلَعذَاِب

So Allah protected him from the evils 
they plotted, and the people of Firawn 

were enveloped by the worst of 
punishment -

 النَّاُر يُْعرَُضوَن َعَليَْها ُغُدوًّا َوَعِشيًّا ۖ َويَوَْم
اَعُة أَْدِخُلوا آَل ِفرَْعوَْن أََشدَّ اْلَعذَاِب تَُقوُم السَّ
The Fire, they are exposed to it morning 

and evening. And the Day the Hour 
appears [it will be said], "Make the 
people of Firawn enter the severest 

punishment."
 سورة غافر
40:45-46




