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[Firawn] said, "You believed him 
before I gave you permission. 

Indeed, he is
your leader who has taught you 

magic. So I will surely cut off your 
hands and your feet on opposite 

sides, and I will crucify you on the 
trunks of palm trees, and you will 
surely know which of us is more 

severe in [giving] punishment and 
more enduring."

                    20:71

Allah guides our emotions. Before the magicians submitted, we hated them, 
but after they feel into sujood, we love them. We also hate Firawn, even 
though we can never be in contact with him, he didn't do anything to us, but he 
disobeyed Allah, so we have hatred for him in our hearts. This shows that we 
love and hate them for Allah, and not our own desires. 

Allah knew the spark of fear which the magicians felt in their hearts, when 
Musa عليه السالم admonished them in such strong words. Allah appreciated this 
fear.

Now the mask of the benevolent ruler slipped, and the true face of the tyrant 
was apparent. He couldn't accept that the magicians acted against his wishes, 
and against his rules. He wanted everyone under his power. 

The magicians prostrated in front of the public, on يوم الزينة, the Day of 
Celebration. Firawn wanted their support, this was his plot. But the magicians 

changed, and became preachers, calling people to Allah by their behavior. If a person is truthful, he will follow 
the truth, and submit to it. 

 َقاَل آَمنتُْم َلُه َقبَْل أَْن آذََن َلُكْم
Firawn told the magicians they had not taken his permission before they believed. He had brought them to 
support him, and their action had turned the tables on his plot. This shows his tyranny; no one needs 
permission to believe. If you feel the truth, you don't have to ask anyone before submitting. This can be applied 
when you want to fulfill any command of Allah, such as hijab. If you want to cover, you don't need anyone's 
permission. If you feel it, throw yourself into it. It is not about force, but feelings. Allah doesn't want you to 
submit because of people. 

The magicians realised this, and it didn't even cross their minds to ask Firawn for permission before falling into 
sujood. Deen is your own choice. They didn't submit to Musa, but to Ar-Rabb. If they had submitted to Musa, 
they would have retracted their belief when they were tortured by Firawn. They explained they believed in 
Allah, when they said ٰآَمنَّا ِبرَبِّ َهاُروَن َوُموَسى. Nothing can disturb your connection with Allah. If it was a person, 
you would go back at the first hint of a problem. They didn't even appeal for help to Musa when Firawn tortured 
them. Make your connection with Allah and His Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم. Keep firm, and ask 
Allah for firmness. 

The Messenger of Allah 
 : said صلى اهلل عليه و سلم

 إِنَّ أْوثَق ُعَرى اإليماِن أْن تُِحبَّ 
 في اهللِ ، وتُبِْغَض في اهللِ.

 الراوي : البراء بن عازب | املحدث :
األلباني | املصدر : صحيح الترغيب
 الصفحة أو الرقم: 3030 | خالصة

حكم املحدث : حسن لغيره
Surely the strongest hand 

hold of faith is that you love 
for Allah and hate for Allah.

(Part of a longer hadith)



Firawn wanted the magicians to feel guilty, that he was the one who called them there, and they betrayed him. 
Firawn was very clever in an evil way, like Iblees. He thought he could get away with his words. He wanted to 
show the magicians and Musa in a bad light, so that the people would not be impressed by them. 

ْحَر إِنَُّه َلَكِبيرُُكُم الَِّذي َعلََّمُكُم السِّ
Firawn accused Musa of being a greater sorcerer than the magicians, and their leader, making that the reason   
why they submitted. 

Firawn can be any individual in life on a smaller scale, at home, in the family, in the workplace, anyone who 
has authority and wants to control those he has power over, making them toe the line. 

We sometimes blame others for our mistakes, like Iblees, who accused Allah of misguiding him, instead of 
admitting his mistake.. So Allah did not guide him to repent. Aadam made tawbah, and accepted his mistake, 
blaming himself. So he was nurtured. We go through layers and layers of nurturing, and reformation as a 
result. We need to deal with the firawn in ourselves. 

Musa عليه السالم didn't come to compete with Firawn, but Firawn had a 
sickness in his heart which made him see everyone as a threat. Musa was 
in Madyan for ten years, he never met the magicians before Firawn  
summoned them. But Firawn conveniently ignored these facts, and accused 
Musa of teaching the magicians their sorcery. He wove all this falsehood to 
deceive the people, make them believe in him, and against the magicians. 
This is the way of a tyrant. Falsehood never makes sense. 

This dialogue of Firawn had so many holes in it, that even a child could 
have seen them. He was afraid that his power would be taken away from 
him, so he lied and lied, starting with a single lie, and going on with more, 
surrounding himself with bigger and bigger falsehood. He mesmerized the 
minds of people with his words, so they didn't use their brains, and followed 
him blindly. 

فأََلَُقطَِّعنَّ أَيِْديَُكْم َوأَرُْجَلُكم مِّْن ِخاَلٍف وأََلَُصلِّبَنَُّكْم ِفي ُجذُوِع النَّْخِل
Now he increased the intensity of his accusations, because he wanted an excuse to punish them, and he 
wanted to give the people a reason for it, trying to show that they deserved it. He was trying to justify his 
behavior. He actually followed through with his threat of torture, though it is not mentioned here. 

This form of torture was invented by Firawn. Cutting the hands and legs from the opposite sides of the body 
renders the person completely helpless, and unable to do anything. Then he would crucify them upon the trunk 
of the date palm, which is already hard and hurtful. The word ِفي portrays that they would be nailed tightly to 
the trunk. This shows his anger. 

He proposed this punishment for the magicians, who had spent their lives in evil, and had just then submitted 
to the truth. Firawn had to make a deterrent for the people. He could have just imprisoned or exiled them, they 
didn't need to be treated so harshly, but Firawn wanted to suppress the truth violently. The disbelievers hate 
the truth, and have so much anger. This punishment would stop anyone else from even thinking of changing 
their religion. 

It is amazing that he didn't touch Musa عليه السالم at all. Allah made drawn blind for Musa. The magicians had 
lived all their lives in another dimension, connecting with the jinn, in evil and darkness. They could never be 
integrated into normal society, so their death was the best thing for them, an expiation for their sins. 

This torture didn't scare the magicians. They feared Allah, so everyone else paled in comparison. The 
punishment of Allah is far greater than anything Firawn could do to them. 

َوَلتَْعَلُمنَّ أَيُّنَا أََشدُّ َعذَابًا َوأَبَْقىٰ
This could refer to commits on between Firawn and Allah, or Firawn and Musa. Firawn wanted to show his 

 فَاْستََخفَّ َقوَْمُه فَأَطَاُعوهُ ۚ إِنَُّهْم
َكانُوا َقوًْما فَاِسِقنَي

So he bluffed his people, 
and they obeyed him. 

Indeed, they were 
[themselves] a people 

defiantly disobedient [of 
Allah ].

 سورة الزخرف
43:54



power. When falsehood finds the truth edging towards him, he reacts aggressively, with threats, and retaliates 
very strongly. 

A weak personality might be patient with the firawn in his life, but this is not taqwa. You are silent because you 
are powerless, but it will pile up in the heart, and explode one day, bringing forth a tyrant. Taqwa is to reform 
yourself, not to hide the anger. It will make the hatred lessen. Iblees was such a good worshipper of Allah, but 
he exposed himself when Allah created Aadam عليه السالم. 

When you are on the truth, have taqwa. Don't be like a firawn yourself. This is how to deal with the small 
firawns in your life. There was no competition between Aadam and Iblees, but Iblees assumed there was. 
Aadam and the magicians are similar in their submission, as are Iblees and Firawn in their transgression. 

They said, "Never will we 
prefer you over what has come 
to us of clear proofs and [over] 
He who created us. So decree 
whatever you are to decree. 
You can only decree for this 

worldly life.
20:72

 َقاُلوا َلن نُّؤِْثرََك َعَلىٰ َما َجاَءنَا ِمَن
اْلبَيِّنَاِت َوالَِّذي فَطَرَنَا

The threat of Firawn did not affect the  
magicians, they didn't care what Firawn 
planned for them. This shows that you 
should be firm on the truth if it comes to 
you. They declared that they would 

never prefer Firawn over Allah, their Creator. 

 فَاْقِض َما أَنَت َقاٍض
Allah gave them firmness, and they were so happy, they did not care about the torture. They remained firm 
upon the truth. Deen is not a way to misery, it is the way to happiness. 

ِذِه اْلَحيَاةَ الدُّنْيَا إِنََّما تَْقِضي هَٰ
This is just dunya. The magicians don't care whether they are judged by Firawn, cut, crucified, it didn't matter 
to them. They had complete faith, in all the pillars. 


