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And do not marry polytheistic women 
until they believe. And a believing 

slave woman is better than a 
polytheist, even though she might 

please you. And do not marry 
polytheistic men [to your women] 
until they believe. And a believing 
slave is better than a polytheist, 

even though he might please you. 
Those invite [you] to the Fire, but 

Allah invites to Paradise and to forgiveness, by His permission. And He makes clear 
His verses to the people that perhaps they may remember
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This part of Surah Al-Baqarah tackles 
different issues of society. Marriage is a 
very special social issue. This ayah can 
be divided into different parts ⏩ ⏩ ⏩

Two parts of the ayah are similar 

The words تَنِْكُحوا and تُنِْكُحوا come from the verb َنََكح, which means ََّجَمعَ و َضم, to gather close, to join. 
There are some common words in both sentences ⏩ ⏩ ⏩ ⏩

🔺  واََل تَنِكُحوا امْلُْشرَِكاِت َحتَّىٰ يُؤِْمنَّ
This is a command for the men, and it's in masculine present tense. The man doesn't need the 
consent of anyone to marry, he can decide by himself. Allah commands the believing man not to marry 
a woman who commits shirk.



🔺 واََل تُنِكُحوا امْلُْشرِِكنَي َحتَّىٰ يُؤِْمنُوا
This command is for the guardian of the believing woman, and it's in passive tense. The woman needs the 
consent of her guardian before she can marry. Allah commands the guardian not to give the permission for his 
ward to a man who commits shirk. 

Marriage is a very close and strong relationship, and the belief and thinking of the spouses affects each other. 
If one partner is committing shirk, the other partner can easily end up doing the same thing also. 

Imagine a man marrying a woman who curses his mother; this cannot be acceptable. Imagine a girl marrying a 
man who insults her father; this is also not acceptable. The one who commits shirk is not insulting your 
parents, but your Creator! Can that be acceptable for you? This cannot even cross your mind. Allah is Perfect, 
and the mushrik or mushrikah is not satisfies with Him, so imagine what kind of a relationship he or she would 
have with you. Shirk is a big crime, and no believer can like it. 

Allah is so patient, He allows them to associate with Him, and even provides for them. All the false gods are so 
low, and Allah allows the mushrikeen to worship them. He allows them to make partners with Him, associate 
with Him, all the while letting them exist. 

How can you have such a close relationship with such a criminal? You cannot have any connection with 
someone who insults Allah. This is so important, but people take it lightly, because they are 'in love', but there 
are serious consequences. Most of the time, this is due to desires, not because the woman needed support, or 
was a widow. Marriage should not be based on desires. Even if the man committing shirk is so handsome, or 
the woman committing shirk is so beautiful, their shirk makes them ugly. The shaitan adorns this ugliness, and 
after marriage, either the spouse will see the ugliness, or indulge in it too. 

The believer should not marry the mushrik until he or she believes, not only with the tongue, but with the heart 
as well. The faith is in the heart, but it shows outside by actions, words and behavior. If the person becomes 
Muslim in name only, for marriage, they will bring their thinking and their celebrations with them into the 
marriage. The condition is belief, don't think they will change later after marriage. Your desire is not important 
when it conflicts with belief. 

 وأََلََمٌة مُّؤِْمنٌَة َخيٌْر مِّن مُّْشرَِكٍة َوَلوْ أَْعَجبَتُْكْم
A believing slave girl, owning nothing, overlooked by everyone, maybe not even pretty, is better than a 
mushrikah, although you might be amazed by the mushrikah, because she is beautiful, rich, well dressed. Men 
would look at her appearance and be amazed, but she is worse than the slave girl, because of her disbelief. 
This command is from Allah, and human beings are designed to take commands only from Allah. The believer 
is better than a disbeliever in any relationship, as a friend, colleague, associate, any relationship of close 
proximity which affects you. The mushrikeen usually fascinate people. 

What about the women from the People of the Book, the Yahood and Nasara? Allah explains ↙ ↙

The food of the Yahood and Nasara is halal, but for marriage, there are restrictions. The woman from the 
People of the Book must be pure and chaste, having had no previous illegal relations. This does not 

 اْليَوَْم أُِحلَّ َلُكُم الطَّيِّبَاُت ۖ َوطََعاُم الَِّذيَن أُوتُوا اْلِكتَاَب ِحلٌّ لَُّكْم َوطََعاُمُكْم ِحلٌّ لَُّهْم ۖ َوامْلُْحَصنَاُت ِمَن امْلُؤِْمنَاِت َوامْلُْحَصنَاُت
 ِمَن الَِّذيَن أُوتُوا اْلِكتَاَب ِمن َقبْلُِكْم إِذَا آتَيْتُُموُهنَّ أُُجورَُهنَّ ُمْحِصِننَي َغيَْر ُمَساِفِحنَي واََل ُمتَِّخِذي أَْخَداٍن ۗ َوَمن يَْكفُْر

يَماِن فََقْد َحِبَط َعَمُلُه َوُهوَ ِفي اآْلِخرَِة ِمَن اْلَخاِسِريَن ِباإْلِ
This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of those who were given the Scripture is 

lawful for you and your food is lawful for them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from among the 
believers and chaste women from among those who were given the Scripture before you, when you have 
given them their due compensation, desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual intercourse or taking lovers. And 

whoever denies the faith - his work has become worthless, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the 
losers

 سورة املائدة
5:5



necessarily mean she should be a virgin, but that she has not had any extramarital relations. She should be of 
good character, not available for all men, like a prostitute, nor have a boyfriend. This is the restriction, but if 
they become Muslim, then the restriction is lifted.

So in Surah Al Maaidah, Allah gives specific rules, and in Surah Al Baqarah, general rules of whom not to 
marry. For the mushrik or mushrikah, they must believe before a believer man and woman can marry them. 
For the Jew an ]d Christian woman, she must be chaste. The People of the Book also do a lot of shirk, so 
weigh the consequences. Someone who says that Allah has a son is making clear shirk. She may be chaste, 
but a mushrikah. You may desire her, but you can't marry her. 

The same pattern is to be followed for the mushrik man, who proposes to the guardian of the believer girl. But 
the guardian is commanded by Allah not to make his ward marry a mushrik man. This is protection for the girl, 
because women are emotional, and can easily be swayed by sweet words. So the guardian is a checkpoint. A 
good man will not take advantage of the girl, he will use proper channels and go to her father or brother. 

When the guardian refuses the proposal of the mushrik man, because of his shirk, this would make the man 
think, and maybe this may be a way of his believing. The girl cannot marry anyone but a believer. The rules 
are more strict for the girl, because she is more susceptible, and can be easily influenced by her husband. 

 َوَلَعبٌْد مُّؤِْمٌن َخيٌْر مِّن مُّْشرٍِك َوَلوْ أَْعَجبَُكْم
No one wants to marry a slave, but a believer slave is better than a rich and handsome mushrik man, who may 
even have the best job. 

The priority is faith. If your spouse is a believer or a mushrik, this will affect you. The shaitan will try to make 
you take it lightly, saying that you can change him later, but this needs to be clear from before. If a man is 
drinking, don't say he will leave it after marriage. Don't put yourself into a fitnah. It is better to remain single 
rather than losing your faith. 

أُولَِٰئَك يَْدُعوَن إَِلى النَّاِر
The reason for all these restrictions is 
that they are all inviting you to the 
hellfire. Imagine getting an invitation to 
the hellfire, instead of a wedding card. 
Their words and actions are shirk. If you 
marry them, you are with them day and 
night, so you are influenced by them, 
specially if you love them. Then all their 
actions and words will be accepted by 
you, and you will unknowingly go 
forward towards the hellfire. 

This part of 
the ayah 
puts a stop 
to all 
arguments. 

In general, 
the 
disbelievers 
and the 
People of 
the Book, want 
you to change your deen. They will build 
the best schools and hospitals, even 
working voluntarily, so that they can 

sway your belief. Their main mission is to change your religion. The believers join them in their celebrations, 
but you will never see the disbelievers celebrate the Eid Al Fitr, or slaughter an animal on Eid Al Adha. They 
don't love us, nor are they ever pleased with us. Don't associate with a disbeliever, even if they show you a 

 َوَلن تَرَْضىٰ َعنَك اْليَُهوُد واََل
 النََّصاَرٰى َحتَّىٰ تَتَِّبعَ ِملَّتَُهْم

And never will the Jews or 
the Christians approve of 
you until you follow their 

religion
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good face. Who do you believe, them or Allah? You must trust Allah, not anyone else. The honour is with 
Islam, the brotherhood of Islam attracts the disbelievers, and this may guide them to Islam. 

 َواهللَُّ يَْدُعو إَِلى اْلَجنَِّة َوامْلَْغِفرَِة
Which invitation will you accept, the one of the mushrikeen, to go to the hellfire, or that of Allah, to go to 
Jannah, and forgiveness?? Allah invites us to Jannah, by the obligations, and obedience. There is some 
hardship, but at the end, there are eternal blessings. Imagine cycling uphill; it's a struggle, and at the top of the 
hill is a beautiful garden. Cycling downhill is easy and swift, but at the end there is a crevasse. 

Every ayah of the Qura'an, and every hadith, is an invitation to go to Jannah. 

ِبِإذِْنِه
You will only do good deeds with the permission of Allah, otherwise the opportunity will stare you in the face 
and you will not be able to avail it. Allah knows who deserves Jannah. If you are truthful in your claim to want 
to go to Jannah, Allah will bring the chances tomboy, and make it easy for you to take them. A person living 
near the masjid will not pray there, and a man with so many copies of the Qura'an in his house will not read it. 
Don't think you can do anything you want, it is only with the permission of Allah. This makes you a slave of 
Allah. 

رُوَن ُ آيَاِتِه لِلنَّاِس َلَعلَُّهْم يَتَذَكَّ َويُبنَيِّ
Maybe these clear signs will make them remember. We must ask Allah to purify our hearts and permit us to 
take the opportunities.


