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He said : Have you come to us 
to drive us out of our land with 

your magic, O Musa?
20:57

Firawn wanted to support his 
falsehood. He saw that Musa عليه السالم 
had strong evidence, and was 
speaking clearly and eloquently. He 
tried different tricks. He had his 
ministers around him, and wanted to 
show them that Musa had evil 
intentions. Firawn was an eloquent 
orator, he had the power of speech, so 

he appealed to their emotions, by talking about their country and home. It is natural for the human being to be 
emotionally attached to his home town and country, and to protect their home and hearth is automatic for 
them. 

َقاَل أَِجئْتَنَا
Musa didn't mention the land at all, he only related the blessings of Allah. Firawn didn't want the people to 
interact with Musa, he wanted them to see the situation through his eyes. He wanted everyone to obey him, 
hold the same view as him, and bow to his authority. 

لِتُْخرَِجنَا ِمْن أَرِْضنَا
He wanted them to form the opinion that Musa was a tyrant, and wants to exile them from their land. He 
wanted to divert their minds from the message of Musa عليه السالم. 

ِبِسْحرَِك
He claimed that the signs that Musa عليه السالم carried were magic. In the time of Firawn, there were great 
advancements in magic in Egypt, and it was seen as a valid profession, like a teacher or an engineer. 
Nowadays too, in some places, magic is 
used routinely, although it is haram to deal 
with magic in any way. The magicians at the 
time of Firawn had different levels of 
expertise. To go from a lower level of magic 
to a higher one, the magician has to do more 
evil deeds, to get more support from the 
devils who are actually behind the magic. 
Magic mainly aims at rebelliousness, 
harming and separating people, specially the 
husband and wife. The magicians used 
wands to work their magic, but what Musa 
brought was not magic.

يَا ُموَسىٰ
Firawn was very good to his people, the 
Egyptian copts. He was only oppressive to 
the Bani Israeel. He wanted the people to 
believe that Musa wanted to usurp power, 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 إِنَّ إِبْلِيَس يََضعُ َعرَْشُه َعَلى امْلَاِء ثُمَّ يَبَْعُث َسرَايَاهُ فَأَْدنَاُهْم ِمنُْه َمنْزَِلًة 
 أَْعظَُمُهْم ِفتْنًَة يَجِيُء أََحُدُهْم فَيَُقوُل فََعْلُت َكذَا وََكذَا فَيَُقوُل َما َصنَْعَت
 َشيْئًا َقاَل ثُمَّ يَجِيُء أََحُدُهْم فَيَُقوُل َما تَرَْكتُُه َحتَّى فَرَّْقُت بَيْنَُه َوبنَْيَ

اْمرَأَِتِه - َقاَل - فَيُْدِنيِه ِمنُْه َويَُقوُل ِنْعَم أَنَْت‘ فَيَْلتَزُِمُه.
2813 b# صحيح مسلم‘ حديث

Iblis places his throne upon water; he then sends 
detachments (for creating dissension) ; the nearer to him\ in 

rank are those who are most notorious in creating 
dissension. One of them comes and says: "I did so and so." 
And he says: "You have done nothing." Then one amongst 

them comes and says: "I did not spare so and so until I 
sowed the seed of discord between a husband and a wife." 
The Satan goes near him and says: "You have done well." 

He then embraces him.



with his magic. He had softened somewhat, and addressed Musa عليه السالم by his name. He also wanted the 
people to think he was kind and trustworthy, and to incline towards him. Sometimes a tyrant will show himself 
as so helpless, to get the sympathy of the people. 

Then we will surely bring you 
magic like it, so make between 

us and you an appointment, 
which we will not fail to keep 

and neither will you, in a place 
assigned

20:58

فََلنَأِْتيَنََّك ِبِسْحٍر مِّثْلِِه
Firawn challenged Musa عليه السالم to 
show everyone how diplomatic and 
democratic he was. So he told Musa 
 that he would bring the same عليه السالم

magic as he imagined Musa to have. 

فَاْجَعْل بَيْنَنَا َوبَيْنََك َموِْعًدا
He also asked Musa to choose the time and place. He wanted to show the people how confident he was, but it 
resulted in making Musa more confident. It also made Firawn compromise so much. 

For Musa, this is all the answer to his dua of رب اشرح لي صدري. Firawn, the killer of babies, the oppressive 
tyrant, gave Musa the permission to choose the appointed time for their showdown. Firawn wanted to show his 
power, but this worked for Musa. Everything is a soldier of Allah, and He uses them as He wills to get the 
results He wants. They serve the deen of Allah unknowingly. This is the wisdom of Allah, that the situation 
which Firawn created by his acting, was actually helping Musa. Whatever his intention in bowing so much, it 
served Musa. 

الَّ نُْخلِفُُهنَْحُن واََل أَنَت
Firawn made Musa and himself on the same level, saying that both of them would not miss the appointment 
that Musa fixed, which should be a time which was easy for both of them to come. Firawn wanted to show the 
people a mild face, that he was not oppressing anyone. When we read this, we would think Firawn had 
changed so much, but this was the quiet before the storm, this was Firawn, the man who said ٰأَنَا َربُُّكُم اأْلَْعَلى
I am your most exalted lord (79:24 سورة النازعات)

َمَكانًا ُسوًى
Firawn asked Musa to make the appointed place a neutral ground, which high of them were familiar with. This 
is all politics, and a trick of the tyrants. Firawn was so confident in his disbelief, while the trust of Musa in Allah 
was most powerful. 



[Musa] said :Your appointment is 
on the day of the festival when the 
people assemble at mid-morning.

20:59

Musa عليه السالم chose the best time and 
place, when everyone would be present, a 
day of celebration. He knew this day, 
because he had lived in Egypt. It would be a 
holiday, and everyone would be in a festive 
mood. The whole nation would be there to 
witness the showdown, and recognize the 
truth. 


