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  فَبََدأَ ِبأَْوِعيَِتِهْم َقبَْل وَِعاِء أَِخيِه ثُمَّ اْستَْخرََجَها ِمن وَِعاِء أَِخيِه ۚ َكذَٰلَِك ِكْدنَا لِيُوُسَف ۖ َما َكاَن لِيَأُْخذَ أََخاهُ ِفي ِديِن امْلَلِِك إاِلَّ 
أَن يََشاَء اهللَُّ ۚ نَرْفَعُ َدرََجاٍت مَّن نََّشاُء ۗ َوفَوْقَ ُكلِّ ِذي ِعْلمٍ َعلِيٌم

 So he began [the search] with their bags before the bag of his brother; then he extracted it from the
 bag of his brother. Thus did We plan for Yusuf. He could not have taken his brother within the religion
 of the king except that Allah willed. We raise in degrees whom We will, but over every possessor of

knowledge is one [more] knowing
12:76

َ فَبََدأ
بداء املُفَتِّش التَّفْتيش
the investigator started the search

ِبأَْوِعيَِتِهْم َقبَْل وَِعاِء أَِخيِه
The searcher was following the orders of Yusuf, even for the process of searching the baggage. 
There were 11 camels, one for each brother. He started the search with the baggage of the elder 
brothers, leaving the camel belonging to Binyameen for the last. The brothers did not have the upper 
hand, they could not object to this. They had to bear the embarrassment as a purification of their past 
evil deeds. 

There are many descriptions of the luggage in this surah. It is now called وِعاء, which is a container in 
which things are collected or preserved. 

The airport security is never careful of your belongings when they search your luggage. They don't 
fold and arrange the things carefully back when they finish. 

There was a wisdom in the search of the brothers' luggage before that of Binyameen. This elaborate 
plan was made by Allah, and executed by Yusuf عليه السالم. 

 ثُمَّ اْستَْخرََجَها
   to make something exit : اْستَْخَرَج
 This word is used to discover and extract something hidden, after investigation and search, such as
 mining gold, or pearls from the sea.

The cup was hidden in the luggage, and the baggage had to be searched before it could be found.

ِمن وَِعاِء أَِخيِه
container : وعاء
The baggage of the brother is called a container, because that is how it was treated by the guards 
who were searching it. We can relate to this when we are travelling and the baggage needs to be 
searched for some reason; the officials are not careful of your possessions carefully packed, they 
rummage through it. 

Allah does not say that Binyameen stole the cup, because in reality, he was not a thief, and the cup 
was not actually stolen. 

Someone who doesn't know Allah might criticize the way employed to keep Binyameen in Egypt, 
saying that it was not fair to brand him a thief when he was innocent. But all the actions of Allah are 
perfect, and we must always think good of Him.The decree of Allah is the best. The human intellect is 



weak and imperfect, so do not try to judge the actions of Allah with it. To think badly of Allah is a 
major crime. 

َكذَٰلَِك ِكْدنَا لِيُوُسَف
سير اهلل لِيوسف الكيد
Allah made this plan for Yusuf

إبقى بنيامني في مصر مع يوسف
Binyameen was kept back with Yusuf 
 
fabrications to achieve a result : كيد

This makes you understand the scenarios in the story. Allah planned all this chain of events for Yusuf. 
Allah does not benefit from it. Some scholars say that Allah made the sequence of the plan easy by 
connecting each link into a chain. 
 
The final result was to bring the whole family of Yusuf عليه السالم to Egypt, to escape the drought in 
Palestine, and to live in a city rather than a nomadic life in the desert. 

This was the wisdom of Allah. He chooses the best situation for you. Nothing is random or out of 
place. If a fly lands on your food, it was meant to, and if an ant crawls, it was written. 

Allah knows the full and greater picture, and will plan and write the decree accordingly. 

 a restricted attribute that is ,الصفة املقيدة the plot of Allah, is an attribute of Allah. It is ,كيد اهلل تعالى
according to the situation, not present all the time.  There is no name of Allah associated with this 
attribute. All the names of Allah are associated with an attribute, such as الرحٰمن, the Most Merciful, 
and the attribute associated with this name is الرحمة, mercy. But not all the attributes a associated with 
a name. 

Some of the restricted attributes of Allah are : 
  anger : الغضب
 wrath : السخط
 curse : اللعنة 
mockery : اإلستهزئ
deception : خداع 
plot : مكر
plan : كيد

 These attributes depend on the action of the human being. These are all dispraised attributes for
 human beings, but for Allah, they are praised. Human beings are weak, and their desires can sway
 their actions. They do not have control over things, and would use these attributes to fulfill their own
 desires.

 Plots of human beings are dispraised, but the plots of Allah are perfect and just.

Our lives should rotate between سبحان اهلل and الحمد هلل. When you see something disturbing or disliked, 
negate all imperfections and faults from Allah by saying سبحان اهلل. When you encounter something 
pleasing, praise Allah by saying الحمد هلل. 

If you encounter difficulties in life, do not complain, or think badly of Allah, because He is free from all 



faults; nothing is bad. It looks bad, but is actually good for you. 

When something good occurs, do not think it was because you deserve it; attribute it to Allah and His 
love and compassion towards His slaves.

In dunya, we have to struggle to remember Allah and praise Him, because this is a test. In Jannah, 
there will be no worship, but the breathing of the dwellers of Jannah will be the remembrance of 
Allah; it will be a joy. 

َدْعوَاُهْم ِفيَها ُسبَْحانََك اللَُّهمَّ َوتَِحيَّتُُهْم ِفيَها َساَلٌم ۚ َوآِخُر َدْعوَاُهْم أَِن اْلَحْمُد هللَِِّ رَبِّ اْلَعامَلنَِي
Their call therein will be, "Exalted are You, O Allah ," and their greeting therein will be, "Peace." And 

the last of their call will be, "Praise to Allah , Lord of the worlds!"
10:10

َما َكاَن لِيَأُْخذَ أََخاهُ ِفي ِديِن امْلَلِِك
According to the laws of Egypt, the thief had to pay double of what he stole, and be whiplashed as 
well. In the legislation which Ya'qub عليه السالم followed at that time, which was the Islamic rule, the 
thief had to remain as a slave for a year. 

All the messengers had the same religion, Islam, but their legislations were different, according to the 
age they lived in.  

Yusuf عليه السالم did not want to apply the Egyptian rule for his brother, because that was too harsh, 
and anyway Binyameen was innocent.

  إاِلَّ أَن يََشاَء اهللَّ
 the will of Allah, is an attribute of Allah which is related to the decree. Allah did not want the ,مشيئة اهلل
Egyptian officials to follow their rules as regards to thievery, because they were harsh, and 
Binyameen was innocent. 

When you look at this incident from the surface, you may feel it is unfair, because Binyameen didn't 
steal the king's cup. But you must be مؤظم هلل و كتابِه, you must magnify Allah and His book. The كيد of 
Allah is perfect. 

The Qura'an was sent down in the Arabic language, because this is the  only language which can 
convey the true essence of the words of Allah. If you say plot instead of كيد, this has negative 
connotations. Similarly, the names of Allah are given by Allah to us in Arabic. The translation of these 
names cannot give the true meaning. 

It was the will of Allah, مشيئة اهلل, that they followed the rules of Ya'qub عليه السالم, while being in Egypt. 
This was a strange occurrence. Everything that happens or does not happen is the will of Allah. 

We use this attribute many times in our daily lives, when we say إن شاء اهلل, if Allah wills, and ما شاء اهلل, 
whatever Allah wills. 

This attribute of Allah does not have a name. All the names of Allah have an attribute, but not all of 
the attributes have a name associated with them. eg. ↙ ↙
 the will of Allah : مشيئة اهلل
 the pleasure of Allah : رضا اهلل
 the love of Allah : محبة اهلل
Another attribute similar to this is إرادة اهلل, what Allah wants. This is related to the legislations. 



All the verses in the Qura'an about the will of Allah are regarding the decree, while all the verses of 
the Qura'an related to what Allah wants are about the legislation. 

It is essential to believe in the decree. Whatever Allah decides in this universe is according to His will. 
He decides where you were born, which family, your looks, who you married, your children, etc. Allah 
decides all the incidents around you. Nothing is coincidental, everything is preordained and decreed. 

If someone gives you a gift unexpectedly, this incident must increase your faith. If you look at it from 
the surface, you will not benefit from it. But thinking of مشيئة اهلل with regard to this will change your 
whole perspective. Allah has willed that you get that specific thing at that specific time. Don't focus in 
the individual or the object, or even yourself. Think of the vast picture, that this was مشيئة اهلل.

The will of people is imperfect. You will many things which you don't end up
doing. For instance, you will to go somewhere, you really strongly want to. But at that time, a guest 
arrives unannounced, and your will disappears. Instead of thinking bad about your guest, or being 
frustrated, upgrade your thinking by realizing that Allah is showing you His will. 

Whether you get something or don't, both are مشيئة اهلل. 

The will of human beings is random and imperfect, according to their desires. The will of Allah is 
perfect, based on His perfect knowledge and wisdom. Allah has all the knowledge of you, of all the 
possibilities and probabilities. Not a leaf falls without مشيئة اهلل. Not a creature walks and stops, but it is 
decreed by Allah. How many steps you take, at what speed, why you stop, who you meet; all these 
things have perfect wisdom behind them. The knowledge of Allah is so perfect that He knows 
something which is going to happen, with all its details, before anything even existed. There is no 
beginning to علم اهلل, the knowledge of Allah. He wrote everything which was going to happen, in detail, 
50,000 years before the creation of anything. 

Ibn Abbas رضي اهلل عنه said : 
One day, I was riding behind the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) when he said : 

يا غالم إني أعلمك كلمات : احفظ اهلل يحفظك، احفظ اهلل تجده تجاهك، إذا سألت فاسأل اهلل ، وإذا استعنت فاستعن باهلل، 
واعلم: أن األمة لو اجتمعت على أن ينفعوك بشيء، لم ينفعوك إال بشيء قد كتبه اهلل لك، وإن اجتمعوا على أن يضروك 

بشيء، لم يضروك بشيء إال بشيء قد كتبه اهلل عليك؛ رفعت األقالم، وجفت الصحف. 
رواه الترمذي وقال حديث حسن صحيح

كتاب # ١، حديث # ٦٢ 
O boy! I will instruct you in some matters. Be watchful of Allah (Commandments of Allah), He will 

preserve you. Safeguard His Rights, He will be ever with you. If you beg, beg of Him Alone; and if you 
need assistance, supplicate to Allah Alone for help. And remember that if all the people gather to 
benefit you, they will not be able to benefit you except that which Allah had foreordained (for you); 

and if all of them gather to do harm to you, they will not be able to afflict you with anything other than 
that which Allah had pre-destined against you. The pens had been lifted and the ink had dried up.

Allah has the power to make anything do anything. He commanded the pen to write the decree from 
before the beginning of time to the end of time. Allah can change the rules of the universe if He wills. 
Allah made the fire cool for Ibraheem عليه السالم. 

ُقْلنَا يَا نَاُر ُكوِني بَرًْدا َوَساَلًما َعَلىٰ إِبْرَاِهيَم
We said, "O fire, be coolness and safety upon Abraham."

21:59

Your strength lies in submitting to the decree. 



There are 4 stages of القدر or the decree : 
-  knowledge : العلم
Allah knows before creating something what is going to happen to it. 

- the writing : الكتابة
Allah wrote down what is going to happen. 

- the will : املشيئة
Allah wills it to happen.

- the creation : الخلق
Allah creates the means for it to happen; in essence, He creates the action.

In one second, Allah wills a multitude of things to happen. Nothing happens without the will of Allah. 
This shows قدرة اهلل, the power of Allah. Do not try  to figure out how and why. Our minds are so 
limited, we cannot imagine the power of Allah. 

To further illustrate this, Allah knows a leaf will fall at the exact time and exact place, before He 
creates the leaf. Allah commanded the pen to write this action. When the time came, Allah willed the 
leaf to fall, and created the means for it to fall, such as a wind. 

Such is the power of Allah, everything is structured in a perfect manner. It is an elaborate puzzle, with 
all the pieces in their exact place. 

Allah mentions His مشيئة many times in the Qura'an. 

ۚ َواهللَُّ يَْختَصُّ ِبرَْحَمِتِه َمن يََشاُء
And Allah selects for His mercy whom He wills

2:105
 

يَْهِدي َمن يََشاُء إَِلىٰ ِصرَاٍط مُّْستَِقيمٍ
He guides whom He wills to a straight path

2:142 

َواهللَُّ يَرْزُقُ َمن يََشاُء ِبَغيِْر ِحَساٍب
And Allah gives provision to whom He wills without account

2:212

is based on the perfect and complete knowledge and wisdom if Allah. The ability and power مشيئة اهلل
 of Allah shows through the decree. When the sun sets, the planets revolve around their orbits, the 
cars move, the planes fly; all this is the ability if Allah. The knowledge of Allah is perfect; what He has 
written cannot be changed. When Allah wills something, no one can stand against it. 

Allah says in the Qura'an in two different surahs : 

َوَما تََشاُءوَن إاِلَّ أَن يََشاَء اهللَُّ رَبُّ اْلَعامَلنَِي
And you do not will except that Allah wills - Lord of the worlds

81:29

َوَما تََشاُءوَن إاِلَّ أَن يََشاَء اهللَُّ ۚ إِنَّ اهللََّ َكاَن َعلِيًما َحِكيًما
And you do not will except that Allah wills. Indeed, Allah is ever Knowing and Wise

76:30



There is a connection between your will and that of Allah. You have a will  a strong feeling in your 
heart, that you want to do something. When you say إن شاء اهلل, you are connecting your will with the 
will of Allah. So you must be honest in your heart; do not use this connection when unless you really 
need it, and want to do that action. Do not use it as an excuse. This phrase is a replacement for a 
'yes', not a 'no'. 

Use these words as an affirmation. You are willing, want to do it, have a strong desire to do the 
action, but Allah has to give permission first. You say إن شاء اهلل, because you don't know whether Allah 
will allow the action or not. 

Do not use مشيئة اهلل, the will of Allah, for your own use, if you don't actually mean it. You cannot use 
an attribute of Allah to cheat. 

ِذِه تَذِْكرَةٌ ۖ فََمن َشاَء اتََّخذَ إَِلىٰ َربِِّه َسِبياًل إِنَّ هَٰ
Indeed, this is an admonition, so he who wills may take to his Lord a way

76:29

The decision is yours, you start with your will. If you want to go to Jannah, then you will take the 
means and strive for it. You cannot say that you are not praying because it is not written for you; 
these are the worst words to use. 

Husain ibn 'Ali narrated on the authority of (his father) 'Ali ibn Abu Talib that  the Messenger of Allah 
 : came one night to see him ('Ali) and Fatimah (the daughter of the Holy Prophet) and said (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
Don't you observe (Tahajjud) prayer? I ('Ali) said: Messenger of Allah, verily our souls are in the 

hands of Allah and when He wants to awaken us, He awakens us. The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) went 
back when I said this to him. He was striking his hand on his thigh while returning, and I heard him 

say: Verily the man disputes with many things
 َعْن َعلِيِّ بِْن ُحَسنْيٍ، أَنَّ اْلُحَسنْيَ بَْن َعلِيٍّ، َحدَّثَُه َعْن َعلِيِّ بِْن أَِبي طَالٍِب، أَنَّ النَِّبيَّ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم طَرََقُه َوفَاِطَمَة فََقاَل :" أاَلَ 

تَُصلُّوَن ؟" . فَُقْلُت : يَا رَُسوَل اهللَِّ إِنََّما أَنْفُُسنَا ِبيَِد اهللَِّ فَِإذَا َشاَء أَْن يَبَْعثَنَا بََعثَنَا . فَانَْصرََف رَُسوُل اهللَِّ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ِحنَي ُقْلُت َلُه 
ذَلَِك ثُمَّ َسِمْعتُُه َوُهَو ُمْدِبٌر يَْضرُِب فَِخذَهُ َويَُقوُل : 

{وََكاَن اإِلنَْساُن أَْكثََر َشىٍْء َجَدالً} 
صحيح مسلم ، حديث # ٧٧٥ 

You cannot excuse your sins or shortcomings by blaming Allah; He only decrees all good for you. 

فَأَمَّا َمْن أَْعطَىٰ َواتََّقىٰ
As for he who gives and fears Allah

َوَصدَّقَ ِباْلُحْسنَىٰ
,[And believes in the best [reward

رُهُ لِْليُْسَرٰى فََسنُيَسِّ
We will ease him toward ease

92:5-7

Your will is most apparent about your choice in going to Jannah or the hellfire. Your actions reveal 
your will. Allah shows everyone the straight path; guidance comes in different ways. Then your will 
takes over. Allah does not want none to go to the hellfire, but if that is what you choose, it's your own 
will. 

Your decision starts with the action of your heart. If you accept the guidance of Allah, and will to follow 
the straight path, you will take as many means as possible. Allah will then make the means easy for 
you to take, and will bring them to you. But you must work for it, and strive towards it.



 : or the decree of Allah, is of 3 types ,إقدار اهلل 
-  to you : فيك 
Something you were born with, like your looks, family, nationality. This is the will of Allah.
-  upon you : عليك
You plan to go somewhere, and at that time, a guest appears. This is an action done on you. 
- from you : منك
You will to do something and go through with it. 

When you think of something and it happens, it is not a sixth sense, or special powers; this is a trick 
of the shaitan to make you think of yourself as special. It is also to test whether you really believe in 
the decree of Allah.     

The will of Allah is upon everything. You are responsible for your action. Don't think of what people do 
to you, don't let that sadden you. You should only be concerned with your own action. 

The story of Yusuf عليه السالم is a consolation for those who are oppressed. He went through so many 
difficult situations in his life; from the comfort of his home and a loving father to a well, then sold into 
slavery, being made the target of the lust of the wife of his master, imprisoned even though he was 
innocent. Anything we go through us always less than what he and the other messengers went 
through. 

When you focus on the actions of others, you will not be able to deal with them in excellence, or 
 The key to success and strength is acceptance of the decree of Allah, and submission to it. In .إحسان
this ayah, we learn so much about مشيئة اهلل, the will of Allah. Allah does or want to destroy you by His 
will; He wants to elevate you, and wants you to go to Jannah. Stories in the Qura'an show its practical 
application.

نَرْفَعُ َدرََجاٍت مَّن نََّشاُء 
In life, people might try to degrade someone, but he is not affected; people might try to honour 
someone, but he is not honoured. Allah takes charge of elevating people and degrading them. If Allah 
elevates someone, no one can disgrace him, and if Allah dishonours someone, no one can elevate
him. There are unlimited stages of elevation. In the work place, people go through various stages of 
promotion, until, at the end, they retire. The ranks of elevation with Allah are limitless. 

Allah raises people in rank by giving them knowledge. In the same situation, learning the same thing, 
people are at different levels. In a classroom, all the students learn the same syllabus. They get 
different marks in their exams, but in the end, they are all promoted to a higher class, except 
someone really weak. In dunya, the elevation cannot be exactly what you deserve. 

Allah elevates a person according to His knowledge and wisdom; He alone knows what the person 
deserves.  Competition can give rise to jealousy, which is a sickness of the heart, and is frowned 
upon. Just remember it is Allah who decides, and this will make you satisfied. 

ُحوا ِفي امْلََجالِِس فَافَْسُحوا يَفَْسحِ اهللَُّ َلُكْم ۖ َوإِذَا ِقيَل انُشزُوا فَانُشزُوا يَرْفَعِ اهللَُّ  يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا إِذَا ِقيَل َلُكْم تَفَسَّ
الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا ِمنُكْم َوالَِّذيَن أُوتُوا اْلِعْلَم َدرََجاٍت ۚ َواهللَُّ ِبَما تَْعَمُلوَن َخِبيٌر

O you who have believed, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in assemblies, then make space; 
Allah will make space for you. And when you are told, "Arise," then arise; Allah will raise those who 

have believed among you and those who were given knowledge, by degrees. And Allah is Acquainted 
with what you do

58:11

This ayah from Surah Al-Mujadilah is about the etiquettes of gatherings. Imagine siting comfortably in 



cramped circumstances in a masjid, and then giving up your space for someone else. Only the one 
with knowledge and faith will do so. The two things you need to be elevated are faith and knowledge. 
The one who believes with knowledge, that Allah will never let any of his deeds go in vain, will think of 
doing good to others before thinking of himself. 

Allah has surrounded you with different opportunities to increase your faith in life. The more you work 
to increase your faith, the more Allah will elevate you. 

Reflecting upon the universe is a means of increasing faith. The birds give us a lesson of total 
reliance upon Allah to provide for them. Birds are excellent teachers; the first teacher was a bird, the 
crow which taught Qabeel how to dispose of his brother's body after he had murdered Habeel. 

The sea teaches us complete submission to the will of Allah. It reflects upon the vastness of Allah. 

Flowers show us the perfection and beauty of the creations of Allah. 

The disbeliever will enjoy the creation of Allah without giving a thought to the Creator. A believer uses 
everything around him to get closer to Allah. The decree increases his faith. The believer frees 
himself from the  hellfire and the shaitan, and is free as a bird, soaring with hope, fear and love. 

The Qura'an is the greatest means to increase faith. If you take the Qura'an and the creation of Allah 
together, your faith will explode. 

No one but Allah knows who is elevated; only Allah knows your heart and your level with Him. On the 
Day of Judgement, even an atom of faith will be salvation. Allah wants you to use your eyes, ears and 
heart to increase your faith. 

The only thing the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و سلم asked for increment in was knowledge : 

َوُقل رَّبِّ زِْدِني ِعْلًما
and say, "My Lord, increase me in knowledge."

20:114

Knowledge reforms your personality. The beneficial knowledge is that which brings you closer to 
Allah, it elevates you by increasing your faith. Anything that you do with the Qura'an will increase your 
faith, be it recting, memorizing or pondering upon it. Any study of the Qura'an also benefits you, such 
as tajweed, fiqh, the science of hadith, the seerah. The stories in the Qura'an show you the actions of 
Allah. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said :
إن اهلل يرفع بهذا الكتاب أقواًما ويضع به آخرين. 

رواه مسلم . رياض الصالحني ، كتاب # ٩ ، حديث # ٩٩٦
Verily, Allah elevates some people with this Qur'an and abases others.

Focus on the Qura'an and ponder upon it, you will taste its sweetness; it will take you to a different 
dimension. It will upgrade you, but the test is that you cannot see whether you are upgraded or not. 
Allah has kept it a secret. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 ما نقصت صدقة من مال، و ما زاداهلل عبداً بعفو إال عزاً وما تواضع أحد هلل إال رفعه اهلل.

رواه مسلم ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب # ١ ، حديث # ٦٠٣
Wealth does not diminish by giving charity, and Allah does not increase anything for the slave who 



pardons except honour, and one does not humble himself to Allah except that Allah will exalt him in 
ranks.

Humble yourself for the pleasure of Allah, in all dealings in life. This feeling must be in your heart. Do 
not be arrogant, think of yourself as less than everyone. Allah will appreciate this feeling and elevate 
you in ranks. 
 
َوفَوْقَ ُكلِّ ِذي ِعْلمٍ َعلِيٌم
Above everyone who has knowledge, there is someone who has more knowledge. This applies to 
worldly and religious knowledge. This chain will never end, there is always someone with more 
knowledge. 

ِذي ِعْلمٍ
owner of knowledge

َعلِيٌم
 صيغة مبالغة
excessive and intense form of the word

Allah elevates people with knowledge. But don't stress yourself, because you can never be topmost. 
Do not compare yourself with others, because that will lead to sicknesses of the heart, and spoil the 
deed. Do not compete with others; compete with yourself to overcome your weaknesses. 

You are unique in the way you take to Allah, because Allah bestowed different talents everyone. Use 
whatever Allah gives you, and use it as a staircase to climb towards Allah. 

Knowledge can make a person a tyrant, as with Qaroon. He was renowned in his knowledge
of chemistry, with which he took common elements like sand and turned them into precious metals. 
There can never be someone most knowledgable; Allah is العليم, the Most Knowledgable. He is األّول, 
all knowledge starts with Him. He is  اآلخر, all knowledge ends with Him. He is also الظاهر, His 
knowledge is visible to everyone; and الباطن, no one knows the extent and depth of His knowledge. 

The more you learn, the more you realize that you don't know anything. 

َوَما أُوِتيتُم مَِّن اْلِعْلمِ إاِلَّ َقلِياًل
and mankind has not been given of knowledge except a little

17:85

This verse is a cure for people who are arrogant due to their knowledge. The prominent scholars 
always call themselves students of knowledge, to keep themselves humble. It does not suit human 
beings to be arrogant. Be humble when you learn, and Allah will elevate you. The result is not in your 
control.

Knowledge knows no limits or boundaries, so strive to increase your knowledge. There is no 
graduation from acquiring knowledge. If you get a certificate for finishing the Qura'an, did you actually 
finish it? There is no end to the gems you discover when you ponder upon the Qura'an. You can 
never finish reading all the ahadeeth. You can never exhaust any kind of knowledge. 

In Deen there is vastness. Every time you repeat a topic, your level of knowledge will increase. 
Learning does not always mean new information; the more you repeat, the firmer it becomes, the 
more it benefits you and becomes practical. 

If a teacher is corrected by a student, do not be offended, lower yourself to the truth. Don't forget the 



first teacher on earth was a crow, when he taught Qabeel how to bury his dead brother. 

This ayah is an advantage to both teacher and student; for the teacher to remain humble, and for the 
student not to elevate the teacher. 

 َقاُلوا إِن يَْسِرقْ فََقْد َسَرقَ أَخٌ لَُّه ِمن َقبُْل ۚ فَأََسرََّها يُوُسُف ِفي نَفِْسِه َوَلْم يُبِْدَها َلُهْم ۚ َقاَل أَنتُْم َشرٌّ مََّكانًا ۖ َواهللَُّ أَْعَلُم ِبَما
تَِصفُوَن

They said, "If he steals - a brother of his has stolen before." But Yusuf kept it within himself and did 
not reveal it to them. He said, "You are worse in position, and Allah is most knowing of what you 

describe."
12:77

When the cup was found in the baggage of Binyameen, the evil in the souls of the brothers 
resurfaced. They stopped defending themselves and immediately said that the brother of Binyameen 
was also a thief. They were, of course, referring to Yusuf. They were implying that the 10 of them 
were from one mother, and the brothers from the other mother were thieves, dissociating themselves 
from their half brothers.  

Islam negates this thinking of family honour, this a pre-Islamic trait. 

Yusuf was listening to all this. The brothers were justifying themselves, whereas they were the ones 
to blame for this whole series of events, beginning from the time when they threw the young Yusuf 
into the well. Yusuf had overlooked all their crimes to himself, but this was the last straw. They were 
accusing him of thievery now. Yusuf عليه السالم was oppressed since childhood, but he did not let that 
poison his heart. The chain of events which started with the crime of the brothers, now ended with 
Yusuf being a figure of authority in Egypt. 

When the cup was retrieved from the baggage of Binyameen, the brothers stopped defending their 
group; which they had been convinced previously, was innocent. Now their mask of good was lifted, 
and their evil demeanor was uncovered. This change occurred in an instant. They straight away 
implied that Binyameen was their half brother. In their heart, they still separated themselves from their 
half brothers Yusuf and Binyameen.

َقاُلوا إِن يَْسِرقْ 
The brothers now used the word stealing. They brought extra information which was not needed, by 
saying that the full brother of Binyameen also was a thief.

فََقْد َسَرقَ أَخٌ لَُّه ِمن َقبُْل
The brothers brought false information to prove their superiority. They went back to their reality as 
soon as the situation allowed it. This shows the nurturing of Allah. He wanted to take all the 
sicknesses from their hearts. This was all purification for them. 

Sometimes you are jealous of someone, and then you are out of touch of them, so you forget; the 
jealousy festers in your heart. Then Allah brings a situation to show you this dormant feeling. The 
extra information that the brothers gave by implying that Yusuf was also a thief exposed the sickness 
in their hearts. 

Their statement also changes from {أخانا}, our brother, to {أخ}, brother. It is so ironic that they are 
talking lies about the very person in front of them, Yusuf عليه السالم, who is not a helpless boy any 
more, but a most powerful figure in Egypt. Allah brought the one person forward who knew the truth 
of what they were saying. 



Imagine the feelings of Yusuf at this time; the very brothers who had oppressed him in childhood, 
come back into his life at a point when he had the authority to punish them. He had the upper hand, 
was giving them much needed food grains; and they accuse him falsely of being a thief! 

فَأََسرََّها يُوُسُف ِفي نَفِْسِه
But Yusuf controlled his emotions; there is a boundary for self-talk as well. You cannot have evil 
thoughts about people, or you lose the reward of your patience. Yusuf didn't say anything; he 
controlled even his inner thoughts. This shows the extent of his forbearance.

كيف تعامل يوسف عليه السالم مع إخوتِه ؟
how did Yusuf عليه السالم behave with his brothers? 

Yusuf عليه السالم dealt with his brothers with األناة, without haste, keeping his emotions in check. He 
didn't expose his feelings. He kept whatever they did to him in the past and at present a secret. This 
shows his ihsaan. He hid his feelings, so that they would not show upon his words and actions. He 
would not have been able to do justice, or keep a balanced approach. 

This is a very high stage of ihsaan. If you struggle to go against your nature, not to react, and do 
ihsan, while hoping from Allah that one day you would reach this stage, it bears a reward.

You must work on your image with Allah, not people.

َوَلْم يُبِْدَها َلُهْم 
Yusuf had been nurtured by Allah through the different situations. He did not disclose his feelings at 
all, hiding his inner thoughts. He spoke only to himself to bring relief to himself. 

The behaviour of prophets is the actual and balanced behaviour. To fight for your rights, take 
revenge, attack before you are attacked, all this is animal behaviour. These are our 'stars', the role 
models we should follow. The behaviour of Yusuf was full of wisdom.

َقاَل أَنتُْم َشرٌّ مََّكانًا
Yusuf kept his objective of keeping Binyameen with him in his mind. He did not call the brothers evil, 
rather he called their position evil. He did not accuse them of being wicked; they were his brothers 
after all. He didn't go into any details of what they had done, even though he was talking to himself. 

It weakens you when you relive the wrong done to you.You should not be negative even with 
yourself. There are boundaries even when talking with yourself. This was a way of dealing with the 
anger which the behaviour of the brothers gave rise to in the heart of Yusuf. He did not let his painful 
thoughts carry him away; he suppressed them. This was not the time or place to talk to the brothers 
about the past. But he was not a wall, he had feelings. 

َواهللَُّ أَْعَلُم ِبَما تَِصفُوَن
The people who believe in akhirah react in a different manner to calamities.  The brothers realized 
that their evil was exposed by their statements. They tried to cover it, and their tone changed, 
becoming more conciliatory. Yusuf عليه السالم did not react, although he had a right to. Allah was 
elevating Yusuf, because he was patient, and pardoned his brothers. 

َقاُلوا يَا أَيَُّها اْلَعِزيزُ إِنَّ َلُه أَبًا َشيًْخا َكِبيرًا فَُخذْ أََحَدنَا َمَكانَُه ۖ إِنَّا نَرَاَك ِمَن امْلُْحِسِننَي 
They said, "O 'Aziz, indeed he has a father [who is] an old man, so take one of us in place of him. 

Indeed, we see you as a doer of good."
12:78



َقاُلوا يَا أَيَُّها اْلَعِزيزُ
The brothers addressed Yusuf as the Aziz, honouring him with their own tongues. This was قدرة اهلل, 
the ability of Allah, that the brothers who harmed him so much were now forced by Allah to honour 
him. 

Allah shows His support to the one who is in the right, showing him the consequence of his 
goodness. No one had called him the Aziz before; he was the keeper of the treasure, the 'finance 
minister'. 

إِنَّ َلُه أَبًا َشيًْخا َكِبيرًا
The brothers were trying to play with the emotions of Yusuf. They realized they could not leave 
Binyameen, so they tried to soften the heart of Yusuf, by describing their father as very old. They 
imply that the father will of be able to live without Binyameen, the youngest brother. This whole 
situation was also a test for Ya'qub عليه السالم. The two sons he was most attached to were the ones 
having the most tests. This was also an elevation for him. 

فَُخذْ أََحَدنَا َمَكانَُه
The brothers offer Yusuf the option of taking any of them instead of Binyameen. But Yusuf is not 
interested in anyone else, he only wants to keep Binyameen with him. The brothers knew the position 
of the youngest brother in the heart of their father. They knew their father loved the most. They 
realized that if all of them were imprisoned, and Binyameen went back, their father would not take it 
too hard. 

َقاَل َمَعاذَ اهللَِّ أَن نَّأُْخذَ إاِلَّ َمن َوَجْدنَا َمتَاَعنَا ِعنَدهُ إِنَّا إِذًا لَّظَامِلُوَن
He said, "[I seek] the refuge of Allah [to prevent] that we take except him with whom we found our 

possession. Indeed, we would then be unjust."
12:79

َقاَل َمَعاذَ اللَّه
These same words were spoken before by Yusuf, when the ladies at the dinner in the house of the 
Aziz were coercing him to commit a sin; he sought refuge with Allah. In the present situation, what the 
brothers were suggesting is actually injustice; the of taking another brother instead of Binyameen. 

Yusuf did not rely on himself. He implied that only Allah could save him from being unfair. He could 
not trust himself to stay away from sinning. The test for Yusuf is now more intense; he has to do 
ihsaan even though he now has authority and power. Yusuf عليه السالم is the main character in the 
story, but we learn from all the other characters too, when Allah tells us what they did and how Allah 
dealt with them. 

The suggestion of the brothers, to substitute one of them instead of Binyameen, was injustice, so 
Yusuf said ↙ ↙

َمَعاذَ اهللَِّ
a shelter or refuge
 
امللجأ هو اهلل
the refuge is Allah

You must feel in need of Allah all the time. If you feel self sufficient, you fail the test. This statement of 
Yusuf is the same as saying : 
 أعوذ باهلل من أي ضرر أو ظلم أو ذنب
I seek refuge with Allah from any harm, injustice or sin



The praise of the brothers was like a bribe to Yusuf. He had, earlier in the story, said the same words, 
when the wife of the Aziz was pushing him to sin. Here, he again sought the protection of Allah. At 
this point in the story, the suggestion of committing injustice made Yusuf seek the refuge of Allah, 
whereas earlier it was the threat of sin.  

أَن نَّأُْخذَ إاِلَّ َمن َوَجْدنَا َمتَاَعنَا ِعنَدهُ
Yusuf did not use the word سرق, stealing, because Binyameen was innocent, and he was wary of 
saying even a tiny lie; he wanted to be completely truthful. He was very careful to protect his tongue. 

إِنَّا إِذًا لَّظَامِلُوَن
 في هذه حالة
in that case 

 الظلم وضع العقوبة في غير محلها
injustice here was to punish the one who didn't deserve it

Yusuf was a figure of authority, but he was not shy to say he could be unjust. He was very humble 
Love comes from Allah, it is not in the control of anyone. The test of the brothers was to realize and 
accept this fact, and not react with jealousy. 

إِنَّا نَرَاَك ِمَن امْلُْحِسِننَي
The ayah starts with the brothers honouring Yusuf by addressing him with the title of the Aziz. It ends 
with more praise. They are asking Yusuf to do them this favour. 

These same words were said by the prisoners, when they asked Yusuf to interpret their dreams. The 
attitude of Yusuf showed that he was good. Yusuf was a good-doer in two completely different 
circumstances. In prison, he had no power of choice. But now, he was a figure of authority and 
power. His character and manners do not change with his circumstances. The real manners do not 
change, whatever the situation; they come automatically. Different situations nurture the person, 
elevating him in ranks. Yusuf climbed higher and higher with each situation in his life. The prisoners 
were disbelievers; the brothers were believers, the sons of a messenger of Allah. Yusuf was the 
same with both. This shows his mettle, the  core of his goodness. 

The brothers were asking him to do ihsan with them, to deal with them in good, by leaving 
Binyameen and taking one of them instead. They were very diplomatic with their words.


