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ا َدَخُلوا َعَلىٰ يُوُسَف آَوٰى إَِليِْه أَبَوَيِْه َوَقاَل اْدُخُلوا ِمْصَر إِن َشاَء اهللَُّ آِمِننَي فََلمَّ
Then, when they entered unto Yusuf, he betook his parents to himself and said: Enter Egypt, if Allah 

wills, in security
12:99

The story starts with a dream, and ends with its interpretation. The middle is all preparation. The story 
begins with Yusuf relating his dream to his father, who cautions him not relate it to his brothers. After 
that, stages upon stages pass, until the end, when all are united again. Allah is Able to give the 
conclusion immediately, but there is wisdom in the delay. The characters of the story all needed to be 
reformed for many years. 

Imagine life as a game of snakes and ladders; the ladders represent reform, which leads to elevation; 
the snakes are trials. If your dream is to succeed, by reaching Al Firdaus, Allah will bring different 
'ladders'. Then it is your choice and truthfulness ▶  will you climb them, or be bitten, and sink down? 

Allah answers duas through different means. It is all subtle nurturing and elevation. 

There can be no better ending than this to the story of Yusuf عليه السالم. Allah gave him dunya, and he 
asked Allah to let him die as a believer. He was not proud of what he achieved, and asked Allah to 
complete His favour and give him a good end. 

زَ يعقوب و أوالدهُ كّلهم و ارْتََحلوا من بالدهم إلى مصر  تَجهَّ
Ya'qub عليه السالم and his offspring all prepare to leave their their town and go to Egypt

The whole tribe of Bani Israeel pack up their belongings, and head for Egypt. There were no visa 
issues. A visa is a contract between you and the country that you will abide by their rules, and in 
return, they will give you safety and security. The whole nation go to the city, with its various facilities 
and comforts, as compared to the desert where they lived. 

ا فََلمَّ
وصلوا 
they reached 

َدَخُلوا َعَلىٰ يُوُسَف 
They went straight to their sponsor, Yusuf. His heart was so clean , he forgave and welcomed them 
all. They threw him out of his house when he was a small boy, and he, in a position of power, 
welcomed them into Egypt. 

آَوٰى إَِليِْه أَبَوَيِْه 
🔻  ضمها
gave them an emotional welcome 

🔻  أختصهما
gave them special treatment

🔻  أبدى لهم البر و اإلكرام
he welcomed them with kindness and honour 



There was a special welcome for the parents. Yusuf brought them close to him, showered them with 
his affection. They were respectfully welcomed. Parents and the elderly deserve special treatment. 

َوَقاَل
قال  يوسف�� 
Yusuf said 

اْدُخُلوا ِمْصَر إِن َشاَء اهللَُّ آِمِننَي
 🔻 قرَن دخولهم مصر آمنني بمشيئة اهلل
 enter Egypt with safety, with the will of Allah

Now he addresses all the brothers too, telling them to come in peace, assuring them that no harm 
would come upon them. He had so much power, but he still mentions the name of Allah, as if to say 
he is not the one giving them permission to enter Egypt, but it is the will of Allah. 

Before giving them assurance of the place and security, he associated it with Allah, who is Able to 
change the circumstances.

The brothers all entered joyfully.

ذَا تَأِْويُل ُرْؤيَاَي ِمن َقبُْل َقْد َجَعَلَها َربِّي َحقًّا ۖ َوَقْد أَْحَسَن ِبي إِذْ  ًدا ۖ َوَقاَل يَا أَبَِت هَٰ َورَفَعَ أَبَوَيِْه َعَلى اْلَعرِْش َوَخرُّوا َلُه ُسجَّ
َا يََشاُء ۚ إِنَُّه ُهوَ  يْطَاُن بَيِْني َوبنَْيَ إِْخوَِتي ۚ إِنَّ َربِّي َلِطيٌف ملِّ ْجِن َوَجاَء ِبُكم مَِّن اْلبَْدِو ِمن بَْعِد أَن نَّزَغَ الشَّ أَْخرََجِني ِمَن السِّ

اْلَعلِيُم اْلَحِكيُم
 And he raised his parents to the throne and they fell down before him prostrate. And he said: O my

 father! This is the interpretation of my dream aforetime! My Lord has made it come true! He was
indeed good to me, when He took me out of the prison, and brought you (all here) out of the bedouin-

 life, after Shaitan had sown enmity between me and my brothers. Certainly, my Lord is the Most
Courteous and Kind unto whom He will. Truly He! Only He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

12:100

Yusuf عليه السالم spoke very little throughout the whole surah. In the beginning, he related his dream to 
his father, and Ya'qub عليه السالم told him not to tell anyone about it. Now, as the story approaches its 
end, he talks about his story to his family members, those who lived the story, and were major 
characters in it. His words were full of gratitude, not an attempt to take revenge or gain sympathy. 

Different scenes come one after the other. 

💢 َورَفَعَ أَبَوَيِْه َعَلى اْلَعرِْش 
Yusuf raised his parents to his throne, that which signified his power and authority in Egypt. From the 
well, slavery and prison, he now has his own throne. This elevation is from Allah. The throne 
belonged to Yusuf, so he could bring anyone to it. He honored his parents thus. 

In Jannah, the same thing will happen; the family members who are in the lower levels will be brought 
forward by those in higher levels, so that the whole family is together on the highest level. This is a 
blessing of Allah. 

Ya'qub عليه السالم suffered the most emotional turmoil throughout the story. Yusuf had physical pain, 
but Ya'qub, being the father, was anguished at the loss of his believed son. The parents feel the pain 
of their children more than anyone else. Yusuf now paid special attention to his parents. 

💢 ًدا  َوَخرُّوا َلُه ُسجَّ



🔻 األبوان و األخوة
 the parents and the brothers
 
 🔻 السجود موجوًدا قبل شريعة اإلسالم
the prostration to people existed before the legislation of Islam 

🔻 هذا ليس سجود عبادة
this prostration was not for worship
 
The parents and the brothers all fell into prostration before Yusuf. This was inspiration from Allah, 
Yusuf did not tell them to prostrate. The word [وا  ,is as if a tap is opened, and the water flows [َخرُّ
smoothly, in a stream. They all fell into sujood to Yusuf involuntarily, like the flow of water. Allah 
specifies that they prostrated to Yusuf, by the word [َلُه], so that there is no confusion that they 
prostrated to Allah. 

In Surah Al Baqarah, Allah commanded the angels to prostrate to Aadam عليه السالم. This was in  
respect for his knowledge which Allah bestowed upon him. 

The sujood for worship is accompanied with humbleness of the heart. We place our faces on the 
ground, with complete submission, only for Allah. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said: 
عليك بكثرة السجود، فإنك لن تسجد هلل سجدة إال رفعك اهلل بها درجة، وحط عنك بها خطيئة 

 رواه مسلم ، كتاب # ١ ، حديث # ١٠٧
Perform sujood (Salaah) frequently, and Allah will raise you in ranks by one degree, and remit one of 

your sins.

There are different types of sujood ↙
🔻 ▶ التحية  greeting 
🔻 ▶ التعظيم  respect 
🔻 ▶ اإلكرام  honour 

The sujood for Aadam was to show respect, whereas the one for Yusuf was for honoring him. Yusuf 
didn't fight for his rights, as is commonly held in the world. He relied upon Allah, and Allah gave him 
his rights in the best way. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
لو كنت آمرًا أحًدا أن يسجد ألحد ألمرت املرأة أن تسجد لزوجها

رواه الترمذي وقال : حديث حسن صحيح
رياض الصالحني، كتاب #1، حديث 285#

If I were to order anyone to prostrate himself before another, I would have ordered a woman to 
prostrate herself before her husband.

Respect and trust are very important in a marriage. If a wife is obedient to her husband, the house is 
paradise. The woman is essential for the house; she can make or break a marriage. 

💢 ذَا تَأِْويُل ُرْؤيَاَي ِمن َقبُْل َقْد َجَعَلَها َربِّي َحقًّا  َوَقاَل يَا أَبَِت هَٰ



Now, after the sujood, Yusuf عليه السالم spoke; he saw the interpretation of his dream, and told his 
father his reflection. 

You should not relate your good dreams to others, except those who love you, and you love them. 
This can result in jealousy in the hearts of others, and arrogance in yours. Yusuf told his father his 
dream in the beginning, and his father advised him not to relate it to anyone else. Yusuf obeyed his 
father, and held the dream to himself. Now that he saw the interpretation, he told only his father, 
because he knew his father would never be jealous of him, nor misunderstand him; the love of 
parents is unconditional. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
إِذَا رَأَى َما يَْكرَهُ فَْليَتََعوَّذْ ِباهللَِّ ِمْن َشرَِّها، ، َو ْؤيَا اْلَحَسنَُة ِمَن اهللَِّ، فَِإذَا رَأَى أََحُدُكْم َما يُِحبُّ فَالَ يَُحدِّْث ِبِه إاِلَّ َمْن يُِحبُّ  الرُّ

يْطَاِن َوْليَتِْفْل ثَالَثًا واَلَ يَُحدِّْث ِبَها أََحًدا فَِإنََّها َلْن تَُضرَّهُ.  َوِمْن َشرِّ الشَّ
  صحيح البخاري ، حديث 7044#

A good dream is from Allah, so if anyone of you saw a dream which he liked, he should not tell it to 
anybody except to the one whom he loves, and if he saw a dream which he disliked, then he should 
seek refuge with Allah from its evil and from the evil of Satan, and spit three times (on his left) and 

should not tell it to anybody, for it will not harm him. 

Yusuf had no desire to tell his brothers his dream; this shows his level of ihsaan. When he related his 
dream to his father in ayah 4, Yusuf said [يَا أَبَِت]. Now, he is pointing out the interpretation of his 
dream to his father, again saying [يَا أَبَِت]. The dream was to assure him of a good end, that all the 
struggle which would come would result in good; this gave him hope. 

💢 َوَقْد أَْحَسَن ِبي 
These are our stars, to whom we must aspire. The good soul that he was, he never thought he 
deserved all this. The interpretation was very clear and apparent. Yusuf attributed it all to Allah. He 
understood that the nurturing is challenging and difficult, but he never disclosed any details. In all that 
he went through, he saw the ihsaan of Allah. We call it difficulties, but he saw it as the favours of 
Allah. He felt no pain through all the occurrences. 

Some hardships are painful, resulting in nurturing, while others are without any pain, resulting in 
elevation. The deeper the sin, the more pain is felt. Two people with the same sickness will have 
different reactions ▶  one will feel the pain, and be nurtured, while the other will be calm, and be 
elevated. 

Yusuf عليه السالم felt no pain, therefore, his tribulations were for elevation; he didn't sin. 

Yunus عليه السالم felt pain, because he had made a mistake, and cried out to Allah, from the darkness 
in the belly of the whale, saying ↙

الَّ إَِلَه إاِلَّ أَنَت ُسبَْحانََك إِنِّي ُكنُت ِمَن الظَّامِلنَِي
none has the right to be worshipped but You (O Allah)], Glorified (and Exalted) are You [above all that 
(evil) they associate with You]. Truly, I have been of the wrong-doers
21:87

The more you know Allah, the higher the faith, the pain then disappears. 

Yusuf عليه السالم didn't complain, except when he was being accused of being a thief; even then he 
kept it in his heart, when he said ↙



أَنتُْم َشرٌّ مََّكانًا َواهللَُّ أَْعَلُم ِبَما تَِصفُوَن
You are in worst case, and Allah knows best the truth of what you assert!
12:77

The nurturing of Ya'qub عليه السالم was different; he was tested with the son he loved the most, who 
was missing for 40 years. The grief was so intense throughout the years, that he lost his eyesight. 
The problems Yusuf faced did not make him a bitter and complicated personality. 

Some people, when faced with difficulties, break; some become stronger and firmer. The faults we 
have in our hearts are like knots, which we must undo. Make dua, do good deeds, cover these faults 
with the cloth of taqwa, and they will be untied. The more knots you undo, the more freedom you 
have, until all you think of is Allah, and all that you do is for Allah. Focus on yourself, undo those 
knots. 

Allah upgraded Yusuf; his condition and his heart show on his tongue. Whatever is in your heart 
shows in your reactions. 

Yusuf shared his journey with his father. Allah took Yusuf, step by step, towards elevation.  

💢 ْجِن  إِذْ أَْخرََجِني ِمَن السِّ
Yusuf didn't mention entering the prison, only coming out of it. This is how good he thought of Allah. 
He was too shy to mention his troubles. This shows the purity of his heart. People like to talk of the 
miseries they have, but Yusuf never mentioned anything negative. He attributed all the good in his life 
to Allah. 

We all have problems in life; don't talk about them, or dwell on them, and after they are gone, 
attribute the relief to Allah. During the trial, keep it a secret, so that you don't get confused as to how 
to react. After a sickness, don't talk of your pain and misery, talk about your cure, and success. 

Yusuf also didn't mention the well at all, which marked the beginning of his journey, because that 
would hurt his brothers, and he had promised them ↙

اَل تَثِْريَب َعَليُْكُم اْليَوَْم
No reproach on you this day
12:92

He overlooked their crimes, because he cared for their feelings. He skipped over the part of the well 
and that of his life as a slave in the house of the Aziz. 

💢 َوَجاَء ِبُكم مَِّن اْلبَْدِو 
He didn't say he had brought them to Egypt, due to the drought, because he didn't want to express 
any favour from himself at all. He didn't want them to feel that he pitied them. The father and brothers 
were aware of the circumstances, but Yusuf still didn't mention it, or the hardships the drought must 
surely have brought in its wake; he made the reunion sound like the happy occasion it was for him. 
He mentioned them coming from the village, not a word about the drought. 

He stated that coming out of prison, and having his family with him in Egypt, was good for him. This 
move from the deserts of Palestine, to the royal court of Egypt, was actually more for the benefit of 
his family, more than him, but Yusuf was so humble, he made it sound as if their move was a favour 
to him. This was to protect the feelings of his family.  

Yusuf chose the best words, because he didn't want anyone to sympathize with him, thereby thinking 
badly of Allah. 



💢 يْطَاُن بَيِْني َوبنَْيَ إِْخوَِتي  ِمن بَْعِد أَن نَّزَغَ الشَّ
Yusuf now went to the core of the problem ▶  the shaitan, who doesn't want people to be happy and 
together. He wants everyone to be separated, because that gives him power over the human being, 
who is without his support system; the jama'ah gives strength. 

The shaitan knows the weaknesses of the human beings, and he always pokes them on their weak 
spots. Then he retreats to see them fight and argue, becoming the audience, goading them into 
fighting more and more. 

The brothers had weaknesses, and Ya'qub had weaknesses; Yusuf was innocent, but caught in 
between them. Yusuf was never involved in the fight, but he included himself with his brothers, saying  
 Yusuf blamed the shaitan for their separation. The shaitan can blow up the problem out of .[بَيِْني]
proportion, so don't let his have any chance to cause trouble. 

💢 َا يََشاُء  إِنَّ َربِّي َلِطيٌف ملِّ
Yusuf went under oppression, and it was a mercy for him, shaping him into a diamond. Allah elevates 
with kindness, subtly. Who could imagine that being thrown in the well would lead to the throne of 
Egypt. Allah brings goodness from places you cannot even think of. 

💢 إِنَُّه ُهوَ اْلَعلِيُم اْلَحِكيُم 
The gentle and kind nurturing of Allah is based on His knowledge and wisdom. Allah knows who will 
accept the nurturing, and benefit from it. Allah knows everything, and everyone. He places everyone 
in their proper place; He knows who deserves to be in which place.



                        سورة يوسف
Surah Yusuf

َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض أَنَت َولِيِّي ِفي الدُّنْيَا َواآْلِخرَِة ۖ تَوَفَِّني  رَبِّ َقْد آتَيْتَِني ِمَن امْلُْلِك َوَعلَّْمتَِني ِمن تَأِْويِل اأْلََحاِديِث ۚ فَاِطَر السَّ
الِِحنَي ُمْسلًِما َوأَْلِحْقِني ِبالصَّ

My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me of the sovereignty, and taught me the interpretation of 
dreams; The (only) Creator of the heavens and the earth! You are my Wali (Protector, Helper, 

Supporter, Guardian, etc.) in this world and in the Hereafter, cause me to die as a Muslim (the one 
submitting to Your Will), and join me with the righteous

12:101

Allah reformed Yusuf عليه السالم through the decree. The worldly concern of the brothers was the love 
of their father. They interfered, plotted, accused their father, threw their brother in the well, and lied 
about it. The preoccupation with dunya will make you go from one sin to another.  

Yusuf spoke only about the good, positive and bright occasions in his life, not the difficult situations. 
Everyone goes through nurturing in life; the calamities and different situations all serve to reform us. 
When you recognize the nurturing of Allah, you will benefit by it. Make your concern only Allah. Don't 
let any situation or any problem make you take your eyes off Allah; then you will overcome the trial. 

رَبِّ َقْد آتَيْتَِني ِمَن امْلُْلِك َوَعلَّْمتَِني ِمن تَأِْويِل اأْلََحاِديِث
Yusuf went through nurturing in a very subtle way. When you recognize and accept the nurturing of 
Allah, you grow. This maturity shows in his dua.

There is a collection of the duas of the prophets and messengers in the Qura'an. 

Yusuf reached the maximum height of power in the dunya, although this wasn't his concern. His 
concern was Al Firdaus, so Allah gave him the dunya. When you have a worldly goal, you are actually 
restricting and limiting your mind. Do not let the dunya drive you; you must control it. 

The supplications of the prophets and messengers are reforming, to make you good enough to be in 
Jannah. Before Yusuf mentions his dua, he confesses to Allah about the position of dunya he was 
given by Him. Many people become arrogant when they are given a status in dunya. The confession 
of Yusuf shows his humbleness. 

When you learn, Allah is the One teaching you. The physical teacher is only a means. So when you 
learn something, thank Allah and attribute it to Him. Yusuf was given the knowledge of interpreting 
dreams, as well as understanding the Divine books and revelations. 

َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض فَاِطَر السَّ
Now Yusuf makes tawassul, reaching out and connecting with Allah, through His names and 
attributes. Allah is the One who creates without any previous example, creating something perfect 
from nothingness. 

Yusuf was in the desert, then the well, then a slave, in prison, and now he was the most powerful 
man in Egypt. Allah gave him such a high status in dunya, from nothing.

Though Yusuf went through physical hardship, the brothers experienced mental strain; lies lead to 
more lies, and more stress. In the end, the purity of the heart of Yusuf عليه السالم shines through.  

Yusuf did not tell his father anything negative about what he went through. He just said ↙
َا يََشاُء}  {إِنَّ َربِّي َلِطيٌف ملِّ



By this Ya'qub understood that Yusuf had gone through gentle nurturing. The reality shows, and you 
don't need to talk about it. Yusuf didn't have to relate his story, the favour he was enjoying was 
apparent to everyone. 

رَبِّ
Yusuf used the name of Allah الرب, acknowledging the nurturing. Prophets and messengers also 
have to go through nurturing, but at a higher level than us. The nurturing is a blessing from Allah, and 
is a sign of belief. 

َقْد آتَيْتَِني ِمَن امْلُْلِك َوَعلَّْمتَِني ِمن تَأِْويِل اأْلََحاِديِث
Yusuf makes his supplication, starting by confessing the blessings of Allah. Allah reforms with dunya 
and akhirah. The dominion Allah gave him was his worldly blessing, and the special nurturing was the 
gift of interpretation of dreams, and the understanding of religion. 

َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض فَاِطَر السَّ
 فاطر

  Verb ▶ ▶ فَطََر   to split 

Yusuf made وسيلة, connecting to Allah by His actions, that of splitting the heavens and earth. Yusuf 
was as if he came from the splitting of the earth, coming from the desert, then into the well, and a 
slave in the palace of the Aziz, to the position of the most powerful man in Egypt. 

 أَنَت َولِيِّي ِفي الدُّنْيَا َواآْلِخرَِة
Yusuf understood the meaning of والية اهلل, the guardianship of Allah. Allah was His ولي, his guardian, 
who cares, protects, loves, and gives victory. This is a higher level than a companion or صاحب. Yusuf 
lived in والية اهلل. He was all alone, with no parents to care for him. Throughout the years, Allah was his 
▶ he grew up with only Allah ;ولي  in the well, the palace of the Aziz, in prison, and the palace of the 
king. Yusuf felt this, and made the du'a with this name. Allah even protected him from his own self, 
when he was in danger of falling into desire in the palace of the Aziz. He was also protected from 
complaining during all his years in prison. When Yusuf reached the position of power, he didn't 
become arrogant, but did even more ihsaan; the situations didn't change his attitude of ihsaan. Yusuf 
was muhsin, a good doer, doing everything in excellence, throughout his trials. 

All this shows والية اهلل; Yusuf had gained victory over himself. 

Allah is the Best Guardian and Companion. 

 اهللَُّ َولِيُّ الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا يُْخرُِجُهم مَِّن الظُُّلَماِت إَِلى النُّوِر ۖ َوالَِّذيَن َكفَرُوا أَْولِيَاؤُُهُم الطَّاُغوُت يُْخرُِجونَُهم مَِّن النُّوِر إَِلى
الظُُّلَماِت ۗ أُولَِٰئَك أَْصَحاُب النَّاِر ۖ ُهْم ِفيَها َخالُِدوَن

Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from darkness into 
light. But as for those who disbelieve, their Auliya (supporters and helpers) are Taghut [false deities 
and false leaders, etc.], they bring them out from light into darkness. Those are the dwellers of the 

Fire, and they will abide therein forever
2:257

The more you believe, the more Allah will be your Wali. When Allah is your Wali, no one can harm 
you. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 ،إن اهلل تعالى قال : من عادى لي وليا فقد آذنته بالحرب. وما تقرب إلي عبدي بشيء أحب إلي مما افترضت عليه



 وما يزال عبدي يتقرب إلي بالنوافل حتى أحبه، فإذا أحببته كنت سمعه الذي يسمع به، وبصره الذي يبصر به، ويده
 التي يبطش بها، ورجله التي يمشي بها، وإن سألني أعطيته؛ ولئن استعاذني ألعيذنه.

 صحيح البخاري ، رياض الصالحني، كتاب #1، حديث # 95
Allah the Exalted has said: I will declare war against him who shows hostility to a pious worshipper of 
Mine. And the most beloved thing with which My slave comes nearer to Me is what I have enjoined 
upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing Nawafil (prayer or doing 
extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till I love him. When I love him I become his hearing with 
which he hears, his seeing with which he sees, his hand with which he strikes, and his leg with which 
he walks; and if he asks (something) from Me, I give him, and if he asks My Protection (refuge), I 
protect him. 

 Allah will take you out of the darkness of the attachment of dunya, from sins and innovations, to the
 light of faith and obedience, and attachment to Allah. This light gives you power in life, and it will light
  your way on the Sirat on the Day of Judgment.

أاََل إِنَّ أَْولِيَاَء اهللَِّ اَل َخوٌْف َعَليِْهْم واََل ُهْم يَْحزَنُوَن
 No doubt! Verily, the Auliya' of Allah [i.e. those who believe in the Oneness of Allah and fear Allah
 much (abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which he has forbidden), and love Allah much
 (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)], no fear shall come upon them nor shall

they grieve
10:62

The difficulties that Yusuf faced did not make him bitter. He was not afraid, even in the well, because 
  .overpowered him والية اهلل

It is a great blessing for us, that we have the supplications of the prophets and messengers in the 
Qura'an, and can use them when we need to. 

Yusuf made this dua after all the hardships were finished, and he was reunited with his beloved 
father. He concentrated more on the confession of the blessings bestowed upon him by Allah, and 
the tawassul, or connecting to Allah. 

He made two requests to Allah. 

تَوَفَِّني ُمْسلًِما
الثبات على اإلسالم
to remain firm upon Islam

 Yusuf asked Allah to make him die in the state of Islam. We cannot ask Allah for death, and we ask  
 for longer life if it is good for us.

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و لسم said : 
ال يتمنني أحدكم املوت لضر أصابه فإن كان البد فاعالً، فليقل : اللهم أحينى ما كانت الحياة خيراً لى، وتوفنى إذا 

كانت الوفاة خيراً لى. 
متفق عليه ، رياض الصالحني، كتاب #1، حديث # 586

Let none of you wish for death on account of an affliction that befalls him. If he has no alternative, let 
him pray : O Allah! Give my life so long as the life is good for me, and take away my life if death is 
good for me. 

The dua of Yusuf عليه السالم is so humble, surrendering and submitting to Allah. This is how he was in 
life, never complaining, always submitting to Allah. He asked for firmness at the time of death. Taqwa 



gives protection from changing your heart. The key of the whole Qura'an is ال إله إاِلَّ اهلل. 

الِِحنَي  َوأَْلِحْقِني ِبالصَّ
This part of the dua is also gentle and humble, showing the purity of his heart. He asked Allah to 
make him a follower of the righteous people, even though he himself was righteous. He never looked 
at his deeds with pride; this is the way of the believer.
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ذَٰلَِك ِمْن أَنبَاِء اْلَغيِْب نُوِحيِه إَِليَْك ۖ َوَما ُكنَت َلَديِْهْم إِذْ أَْجَمُعوا أَْمرَُهْم َوُهْم يَْمُكرُوَن
That is from the news of the unseen which We reveal, [O Muhammad], to you. And you were not with 

them when they put together their plan while they conspired
12:102

The story of Yusuf عليه السالم has ended. Allah now addresses the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و 
⬇ Allah said in the beginning of the surah .سلم

ذَا اْلُقرْآَن َوإِن ُكنَت ِمن َقبْلِِه مَلَِن اْلَغاِفلنَِي نَْحُن نَُقصُّ َعَليَْك أَْحَسَن اْلَقَصِص ِبَما أَْوَحيْنَا إَِليَْك هَٰ
We relate to you, [O Muhammad], the best of stories in what We have revealed to you of this Qur'an 

although you were, before it, among the unaware
12:3

It certainly is the best of stories. There is so much to learn from this surah, it is a study of human 
nature. Yusuf, a human being who went through so many different stages, had no pain or sorrow in 
his heart. 

ذَٰلَِك
أحسن القصص
the best story 

ِمْن أَنبَاِء
الخبر العظيم 
the great news 

اْلَغيِْب
ُكل ما غاَب عن الحواس 
everything that is absent from the senses

We have 5 senses ➡  sound, sight, taste, touch, smell. The much talked about sixth sense is 
nonsense. We do not have any sense with which we can sense the unseen. If you are thinking of 
someone and the mobile rings, with that same person you were remembering, this does not mean 
that you have a sixth sense; this is your test, whether you believe that the knowledge of the unseen is 
only with Allah. Do not believe yourself to be gifted; it is a test, so just ignore these feelings. To 
believe that you have special powers can lead to shirk; we do not have any predictive powers. 

The Prophet صلى اهلل عليه و سلم did not know the story of Yusuf عليه السالم, because he did not have the 
knowledge of the unseen. Allah praises people who believe in the unseen in the Qura'an. Taqwa can 
be achieved by belief in the unseen, because you believe what Allah tells you. 

نُوِحيِه إَِليَْك
Allah inspired the Prophet صلى اهلل عليه و سلم, which is why he knew about it. We must believe in the 
unseen that Allah tells us about in the Qura'an. If we could see it, the test would be over. 

َوَما



 النفي
negation 

ُكنَت
النبي صلى اهلل عليه و سلم
the Messenger صلى اهلل عليه و سلم 

َلَديِْهْم 
لدى اإلخوة 
with the brothers

The brothers of Yusuf are some of the main characters of the story. 

إِذْ أَْجَمُعوا أَْمرَُهْم
اجتمع اإلخوة و أجمعوا على إلقاء يوسف في البئر 
they gathered and agreed upon a plan of action

The brothers had different opinions and ideas, and then they  decided upon one plan ▶  to throw 
their young brother into the well. Their problem was that they wanted the love of their father, and 
wanted to deprive Yusuf of that love. 

The brothers had one thing in common, the jealousy of Yusuf in their hearts. So they gathered 
together to think of a solution to their problem. 

َوُهْم يَْمُكرُوَن
حالهم عند اإلجتماع 
their condition when they gathered together 

Their father did not know the state of their hearts, but Allah revealed it to the Prophet صلى اهلل عليه و 
 .This is a favour from Allah .سلم

َوَما أَْكثَُر النَّاِس َوَلوْ َحرَْصَت ِبُمؤِْمِننَي
And most of the people, although you strive [for it], are not believers

12:103

Allah showed the reality to the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه و سلم, even about the Day of 
Judgement. Allah made him see the occurrences, so that he could relate it to others. 

One of the laws from Allah is that the majority of the people will be disbelievers, even if you care 
about their guidance, even if you tried eagerly to convey the message. Only a minority of people will 
believe. 

Ever since Allah said ↙
ُقْم فَأَنِذْر
Arise and warn
74:2 - املُدَّثِّر
the Prophet صلى اهلل عليه و سلم didn't waste even a second. He tried his best to convey the message, 
but he couldn't change the hearts of people. No one is better than him, and he actually saw the 



unseen. But even then, not everyone believed him. 
Do not complain about people if you are in the field of da'waah. You cannot change the hearts and 
feelings of people, nor their characters.  All you can do is تبليغ, convey the message. Bring the truth, 
whether someone takes it or not is upon them. Do not push for the truth, that  shows underestimation 
of it. 

If you push someone or believe or obey, and that person is not afraid of Allah, and does it only to 
please you, then both are guilty of hypocrisy. The truth is beautiful and clear; you don't have to 
defend it. There is no compulsion in deen. 

َ الرُّْشُد ِمَن اْلَغيِّ ۚ فََمن يَْكفُْر ِبالطَّاُغوِت َويُؤِْمن ِباهللَِّ فََقِد اْستَْمَسَك ِباْلُعرَْوِة اْلوُثَْقىٰ اَل انِفَصاَم  اَل إِْكرَاهَ ِفي الدِّيِن ۖ َقد تَّبنَيَّ
َلَها ۗ َواهللَُّ َسِميعٌ َعلِيٌم

There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The right course has become clear from 
the wrong. So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy 

handhold with no break in it. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing
2:256 - البقرة

 Pushing someone to accept might make them go in the opposite direction. You might succeed in
 forcing someone to change their behavior for you, but you cannot change anyone's heart. So you
 must strike a balance ▶ convey the message and make du'a to Allah. Only Allah knows who is the
 real believer, so focus on your own winning. Just give people reminders, don't make them do
 anything for you.

 One of the tricks of the Shaitan is that he brought the dunya into the Deen, with certificates, debates,
 qualifications, etc.

َما أَنزَْلنَا َعَليَْك اْلُقرْآَن لِتَْشَقىٰ
We have not sent down to you the Qur'an that you be distressed

20:2 - طه 

ْر ِباْلُقرْآِن َمن يََخاُف َوِعيِد نَّْحُن أَْعَلُم ِبَما يَُقوُلوَن ۖ َوَما أَنَت َعَليِْهم ِبَجبَّاٍر ۖ فَذَكِّ
We are most knowing of what they say, and you are not over them a tyrant. But remind by the Qur'an 

whoever fears My threat
50:45 - ق
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When you say to Allah أنت ولي, You are my Wali, then He will never disappoint you. 

َوَما تَْسأَُلُهْم َعَليِْه ِمْن أَْجٍر ۚ إِْن ُهوَ إاِلَّ ِذْكٌر لِّْلَعامَلنَِي
And you do not ask of them for it any payment. It is not except a reminder to the worlds

12:104 



There was good in the evil plot of the brothers of Yusuf عليه السالم. Allah told the Prophet Mohammad 
 the story with all the details. The whole story is based on that plot.  It led to so much صلى اهلل عليه و سلم
goodness, and openings for Yusuf. 

The majority of the people don't trust Allah, they trust the tangible things, their eyes, ears and mind. 
The son of Nuh عليه السالم, when the flood came, was called to board the Ark by his father. But he 
trusted the mountain more than Allah, and said he would climb it and be saved. He was drowned a 
moment later, by the rising waters. 

The key to success is to trust Allah, and submit to Him. 

You may be so eager to change a person, but nothing changes, because this change depends on the 
person himself. The truth is the truth, beautiful in itself; it does not need sugar coating. On the other 
hand, falsehood is always ugly, however much it is disguised which pretty wrappings. 

This is a lesson for the da'ee, the one calling to Allah. The person you are trying to change has to 
make his own choice. Guidance does not depend on your eagerness. Some people will never 
believe, however much you try, and others will believe even without any da'waah. 

Don't focus in the technique of delivering a lecture; all you need to have is sincerity, and the words of 
Allah. Then Allah will help you. 

People who don't want to believe, will not do so, even if you are determined to make them. Success 
does not depend on how many people follow you; success is in delivering the message. 

َوَما تَْسأَُلُهْم َعَليِْه ِمْن أَْجٍر
Da'waah should be without any expectations. You should expect nothing in return, not a salary,  
praise, gratitude, respect, no benefit, not even appreciation. 

إِْن ُهوَ إاِلَّ ِذْكٌر لِّْلَعامَلنَِي
It is a reminder for all the world. Belief is based upon the people themselves; whoever wants, will take 
it themselves. There should be no obstacles of expectations, to prevent them from believing. They 
should not have to pay to learn, no fees, so that this does not become a drawback. 

Allah wants the Deen to spread. In universities, degrees for worldly knowledge need an average of 
four years of studying. For the akhirah, we need to study all our lives. 

The signs around us are free of charge; if you want to see the sunrise, you don't have to pay. 

َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض وََكأَيِّن مِّْن آيٍَة ِفي السَّ
This ayah really breaks your heart. How many signs of Allah do you see around you every day? 
Every time there are different signs, as the people move about. Different situations bring different 
signs of ال إٰله إاِلَّ اهلل.  

َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض يَُمرُّوَن َعَليَْها َوُهْم َعنَْها ُمْعرُِضوَن وََكأَيِّن مِّْن آيٍَة ِفي السَّ
And how many a sign within the heavens and earth do they pass over while they, therefrom, are 

turning away
12:105



يَُمرُّوَن َعَليَْها
Allah gave you all the answers of your exam. Life is a test in itself, and the answers are all scattered 
around you, wrapping you in them. All the answers are yes and no. Do you believe and trust in Allah, 
are you grateful to Him, do you have sincerity? 

  َوُهْم َعنَْها ُمْعرُِضوَن
The clues leading to ال إٰله إاِلَّ اهلل are all around you, you pass by them all the time. But you are heedless 
to them, ignoring them, not using them to write your exam paper. You cannot see the connection 
between them and Allah. 

Every situation is a sign of Allah, but we focus on other issues, ignoring it, taking it for granted. 
Whatever you see, hear and experience is not random. There are no mistakes in life. These signs  
are آيات الكوني, the universal signs, all around us. 

Learn from everything around you. An obstacle to learning is the ego. Look at everything in life from a 
hot air balloon, and no problem will look too big. Don't focus with a microscope, making problems 
loom big, but look at them with a telescope, making them seem insignificant. 

The majority of the believers mix their belief with shirk. The pure believers are a small group. If you 
asked the Quraysh who is the Lord of the universe, they replied by saying it was Allah. So they had 
belief in the actions of Allah, in ربوبية اهلل, but when they wanted something, they would attach to 
someone else. So they did shirk with their actions. 

Look at the Bani Israeel, they believed that Allah was the Creator and Provider, but when it came to 
worship, they wanted to attach to tangible things, like the golden calf. This shows that people have no 
problem with the actions of Allah, but they direct their own actions to someone else. 

If you are a believer, then your actions must also be directed to Allah. You will not desire the praise of 
others, but only that of Allah. 

َوَما يُؤِْمُن أَْكثَرُُهم ِباهللَِّ إاِلَّ َوُهم مُّْشرُِكوَن
And most of them believe not in Allah except while they associate others with Him

12:106
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The great mufassir Ibn Katheer wrote in detail about minor shirk with the explanation of the previous 
ayah. Riya, or wanting the praise of people, is a minor shirk, but a major sin, greater than murder, 
adultery, consuming alcohol. Seeking praise from someone other than Allah, signifies an absence of 
ikhlas or sincerity. Another form of minor shirk is taking evil omens, including superstitions about 
certain things, like Friday 13th, black cats, owls, etc. Every culture has different evil omens; all are 
nonsense. People connect things to bad experiences without reason. This is why, when the Muslims 
lost the battle of Uhud, the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم put a stop to any evil omen regarding 
the mountain of Uhud. 

 
Allah wants pure belief, unadulterated with shirk. 

أَفَأَِمنُوا أَن تَأِْتيَُهْم َغاِشيٌَة مِّْن َعذَاِب اللَِّه
Do those people who committed shirk, feel secure, that the overwhelming punishment may not come 
upon them?  This warning is there for all of us to heed. 

When the Day of Judgement comes, the horror will cover the brains of people, making them seem 
drunk. The pregnant lady will miscarry, the nursing mother will forget her suckling baby. 

اَعُة بَْغتًَة َوُهْم اَل يَْشُعرُوَن أَفَأَِمنُوا أَن تَأِْتيَُهْم َغاِشيٌَة مِّْن َعذَاِب اهللَِّ أَْو تَأِْتيَُهُم السَّ
Then do they feel secure that there will not come to them an overwhelming [aspect] of the 

punishment of Allah or that the Hour will not come upon them suddenly while they do not perceive?
12:107 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 إِنَّ أُُحًدا َجبٌَل يُِحبُّنَا َونُِحبُُّه

1393 a# صحيح مسلم ، حديث
Uhud is a mountain which loves us and which we love.

الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا َوَلْم يَْلِبُسوا إِيَمانَُهم ِبظُْلمٍ أُولَِٰئَك َلُهُم اأْلَْمُن َوُهم مُّْهتَُدوَن
They who believe and do not mix their belief with injustice - those will have security, and they are 

[rightly] guided
   6:82 األَنَْعام 

َهْل أَتَاَك َحِديُث اْلَغاِشيَِة
Has there reached you the report of the Overwhelming [event]?

88:1  الغاشية



Do the people who commit shirk feel secure from this punishment, which will destroy them 
completely? 

اَعُة بَْغتًَة أَْو تَأِْتيَُهُم السَّ
The Day of Judgement will come suddenly, without any warning, so there will be no time then to 
prepare for it. If you knew the power of Allah, you would never feel secure in life. One of the 
sicknesses of the heart is األمن من مكر اهلل, feeling secure from the plans of Allah. The believer is 
always alert, never heedless, always prepared. The one who is unaware is unprepared. 

The believer fears Allah in dunya. 

The fear should be enough to makes you alert and cautious of your actions. If it is more intense, it will 
debilitate you, instead for motivating you. Religion is not only emotions, it is reasoning too. So don't 
scare people when you make da'waah. Emotions can make people kill others for religion, and even 
themselves. The amount of fear we need is enough to be a safe guard, so that we learn. 

َوُهْم اَل يَْشُعرُوَن
The actual Day of Judgement will come with signs, but the moment of death is your personal ساعة. At 
that time, it will be too late to change anything. You must be afraid of yourself, so that you are not 
disappointed. We tend to live as if we are eternal. 

Now as we draw nearer to the Qiyamah, we hear of many sudden deaths; young before the old, 
healthy before the sick. These deaths are actually touching us now. 

When the major signs of the Day of Judgement appear, like the sun rising from the west, there will be 
no repentance. People will be alive, but their repentance will not be accepted; this is worse torture. 
People will look at the graves and wish they were in them, because there will be so many trials, they 

فَيَوَْمِئٍذ الَّ يَُعذُِّب َعذَابَُه أََحٌد
So on that Day, none will punish [as severely] as His punishment

 .89:25  الفجر 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said, in الحديث القدسي, or a Divine Hadith : 
 قال اهللُ عزَّ وجلَّ ، و عزَّتي ال أَْجَمعُ لعبدي أَْمننَْيِ و ال َخْوفنَْيِ ، إْن هو أَِمنَِني في الدنيا أََخفْتُُه يوَم أَْجَمعُ فيِه

نْتُُه يوَم أَْجَمعُ فيِه ِعباِدي. عباِدي ، و إْن هو َخافَِني في الدنيا أَمَّ
الراوي : شداد بن أوس املحدث : األلباني

املصدر : السلسلة الصحيحة الصفحة أو الرقم: 742 خالصة حكم املحدث : صحيح
Allah the Almighty said : by My glory, I won't join for My slave two securities or two fears. Surely I 
will make the one who feels secure from Me in dunya, afraid on the day I gather My slaves.  And 

the one who feared Me in dunya, I will make Him feel secure on the day I gather My slaves.

َوِمَن النَّاِس َوالدََّوابِّ َواأْلَنَْعامِ ُمْختَلٌِف أَْلوَانُُه َكذَٰلَِك ۗ إِنََّما يَْخَشى اهللََّ ِمْن ِعبَاِدِه اْلُعَلَماُء ۗ إِنَّ اهللََّ َعِزيزٌ َغفُوٌر
And among people and moving creatures and grazing livestock are various colors similarly. Only 

those fear Allah , from among His servants, who have knowledge. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might 
and Forgiving
  35:28 فاطر 



will be afraid of losing their faith. You must be alert in life, so that the shaitan is not able to trap you.  

The Qura'an and Sunnah are your fortress; run to these two resources any time you face a problem. 

One of the great Imams of this Ummah, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, was asked by his son, Abdullah, 
one day: Abi when will we ever relax? His father, one of the greatest revivers of the Sunnah and a 
role model for all Muslims, looked him in the eye and said: With the first step we take into Jannah.
(Taken from The Productive Muslim) 

There are people who plot to sin, not just slip; are they not afraid of the punishment? Do they feel 
secure? Allah may seize them in their changing situations, or inflict them with fear. This is warning 
from Allah, and the end of the ayah gives us hope. 

We take things for granted, everyone feels secure, planning our mornings and nights. Be alert and 
aware in life, don't feel secure from the plan of Allah. The plot of Allah is the best, suiting His Majesty, 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
إِنَّ ُقُلوَب بَِني آَدَم ُكلََّها بنَْيَ إِْصبََعنْيِ ِمْن أََصاِبعِ الرَّْحَمِن َكَقْلٍب َواِحٍد يَُصرِّفُُه َحيُْث يََشاُء. 

Verily, the hearts of all the sons of Adam are between the two fingers out of the fingers of the 
Compassionate Lord as one heart. He turns that to any (direction) He likes. 

Then the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 اللَُّهمَّ ُمَصرَِّف اْلُقُلوِب َصرِّْف ُقُلوبَنَا َعَلى طَاَعِتَك

0 Allah, the Turner of the hearts, turn our hearts to Thine obedience.
صحيح مسلم، حديث 2655# 

يِّئَاِت أَن يَْخِسَف اهللَُّ ِبِهُم اأْلَرَْض أَْو يَأِْتيَُهُم اْلَعذَاُب ِمْن َحيُْث اَل يَْشُعرُوَن أَفَأَِمَن الَِّذيَن َمَكرُوا السَّ
Then, do those who have planned evil deeds feel secure that Allah will not cause the earth to 

swallow them or that the punishment will not come upon them from where they do not perceive?
أَْو يَأُْخذَُهْم ِفي تََقلُِّبِهْم فََما ُهم ِبُمْعِجِزيَن

Or that He would not seize them during their [usual] activity, and they could not cause failure?
أَْو يَأُْخذَُهْم َعَلىٰ تََخوٍُّف فَِإنَّ َربَُّكْم َلرَُءوٌف رَِّحيٌم

Or that He would not seize them gradually [in a state of dread]? But indeed, your Lord is Kind and 
Merciful

 47-16:45 النحل

أَفَأَِمَن أَْهُل اْلُقَرٰى أَن يَأِْتيَُهم بَأُْسنَا بَيَاتًا َوُهْم نَاِئُموَن
Then, did the people of the cities feel secure from Our punishment coming to them at night while 

they were asleep?
أََوأَِمَن أَْهُل اْلُقَرٰى أَن يَأِْتيَُهم بَأُْسنَا ُضًحى َوُهْم يَْلَعبُوَن

Or did the people of the cities feel secure from Our punishment coming to them in the morning 
while they were at play?

أَفَأَِمنُوا َمْكَر اهللَِّ ۚ فاََل يَأَْمُن َمْكَر اهللَِّ إاِلَّ اْلَقوُْم اْلَخاِسرُوَن
Then did they feel secure from the plan of Allah ? But no one feels secure from the plan of Allah 

except the losing people
 99-7:97  األعراف 



not like that of people. Only those who are losers feel secure in life. Rely on Allah, the Most Forgiving, 
but at the same time, remember He is the One who will punish severely. Work for the mercy and 
forgiveness, and do not underestimate the Majesty of Allah. If you want to be successful, be alert, 
and have taqwa. Ask Allah to keep you firm, and don't take your faith for granted. Always ask Allah to 
protect it for you, and appreciate and thank Him.

Faith is a precious gem; don't lose it, nor let the shaitan snatch it from you. Ask Allah to protect it for 
you. 

Our battle goes on and on until we die. As long as we are alive, there is no guarantee. So ask Allah to 
keep you firm. When you recite the Qura'an, thank Allah that He allowed you to recite and hear the 
words of Allah. He could easily have made you hear something else, but He made you listen to His 
words. 


