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So go to him and say, 'Indeed, we 
are messengers of your Lord, so 

send with us the Children of Israel 
and do not torment them. We have 
come to you with a sign from your 
Lord. And peace will be upon he 

who follows the guidance
20:47

The Qura'an is a shortcut to teach you how 
to balance your system. Disobedience and 

rejection of the message of Allah creates an imbalance. Any problem in life is because of disobedience of 
Allah. The more you know Allah, the more you feel your own insignificance, who are you to disobey Allah. 
Submit to Allah, and He will never leave you. 

Allah first solved the problem of the fear of Musa and Harun عليهما السالم, then told them what to do. Allah didn't 
ignore their feelings, He cares about the feelings of people. Then Allah gave them the mission. This shows us 
that we must be clear when we delegate a job to someone, telling them every step. We don't have the 
inspiration, but when you ask Allah, He will guide you step by step, word by word. 

If someone is scared, he cannot speak eloquently. Musa lived with Firawn for 40 years, so he had a 
connection with him, and was still afraid of him. This was better than Harun, who only knew Firawn from his 
public appearances. Fear can make you forget what you want to say, even though you have written and 
rehearsed your speech. So ask Allah to guide you, step by step, if you trust and rely upon Him. 

فَأِْتيَاهُ
First Allah gave them the general task, go to Firawn,▶  Now Allah gives more details about what to do .إذهبا 
when they confront Firawn. It is not easy to go and meet any ruler, or a figure of authority, lets lone a tyrant like 
Firawn. For Musa, it was easier than for anyone else, because, although he feared him, he had lived with him.  

فَُقواَل
Allah tells both of them what to say. Aasiah, the queen, beloved wife of Firawn, was guided by the da'wah of 
Musa. Firawn tortured her to death, but didn't touch a hair of Musa in harm. This was the will of Allah, He 
wanted Aasiah to die in this way, and be elevated, be one of the complete and perfect women of Jannah, 
mentioned in the Qura'an. Must needed to stay alive, to liberate the Bani Israeel. This is the power and 
wisdom of Allah. We cannot always fathom and explain the actions of Allah. Musa was the means for Aasiah 
become a believer, and he was protected from harm. 
When you confront an enemy, you cannot show any fear, or he will hold on to your weakness. Even if the truth 
is in your hands, you cannot be successful, if you are afraid, because your emotions will come in the way. 

إِنَّا رَُسواَل َربَِّك
Now Musa has a different role, and he has to identify himself with it. So they have to introduce themselves as 
messengers from Allah. They gave themselves an important title, so that they would be considered seriously. 
The carrier of the message should not be underestimated. The message was not from them, but from the 
Rabb of Firawn. 

Firawn was very clever, a politician, with diplomatic skills. He was an orator, with the power of speech. He 
could mesmerize people with his words. Musa couldn't speak clearly. But Allah chose him to speak to this 



great orator. A similar situation can be seen with the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم. He was illiterate, 
couldn't read or write, and was chosen by Allah to convey the message in a society of poets and experts of the 
Arabic language. This was so that it was obvious that Allah was the One inspiring them. Musa عليه السالم could 
speak the message of Allah perfectly, because Allah was the One making him speak. This is how it is in 
da'wah; in most cases, the one chosen by Allah for to call people to Islam is not someone known for his 
eloquence, and he speaks perfectly when doing da'wah, even though he may be shy and quiet in his private 
life. Allah reforms those who He chooses to speak about Him. 

 فَأَرِْسْل َمَعنَا بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل
The message, that Musa wants to take the Bani Israeel with him. They were the slaves of Firawn, oppressed 
by him. It took courage to speak to Firawn in this way. The verb used أَرِْسْل, in the command form. So Musa is 
commanding Firawn, to send the Bani Israeel with him. The command comes from a higher authority than 
Firawn, so holds more weight. Musa didn't say I will take them, he said you send them with us. They were his 
slaves, so it should be with his agreement. This was the first mission of Musa and Harun, to remove the 
oppression. The da'wah of Musa عليه السالم was for Firawn, because if he listened, everyone would follow. 

 واََل تَُعذِّبُْهْم
The forefathers of the Bani Israeel were the twelve sons of Ya'qub عليه السالم, so noble and strong and regal. At 
the time of Yusuf عليه السالم, the Egypt was ruled by the Hyksos kings, who had taken over the kingdom by 
defeating the Egyptians, so there was no Firawn at that time. The kingdom of Firawniah took over after many 
hundreds of years. The title of Firawn was hereditary, for these rulers of Egypt. The Firawn at the time of Musa 
was Ramses II, he was very oppressive. Musa and Harun were like human rights activists, there to free the 
nation from oppression and slavery. They were also messengers. Musa was very clear and direct in his 
message. He wanted Firawn to liberate the Bani Israeel, and not oppress them anymore. 

بَِّك  َقْد ِجئْنَاَك ِبآيٍَة مِّن رَّ
This was their identification, they had signs to prove that they were messengers. They came with the truth, 
which was obvious through the signs they had with them. This showed such confidence in Allah. They didn't 
mention the signs first, because they are secondary. There were two signs initially, the stick which turned into a 
snake, and the hand which turned white, and then later there were nine more, but they are mentioned in 
singular tense. Whether there are one or none, the believer will believe, and the disbeliever will reject them 
even of there are hundred signs. 

Their attitude showed fearlessness, they were not at all hesitant in front of the tyrant. This was important, so 
that he respected them. Musa used the name of Allah Ar-Rabb, because Firawn had said [ ٰأَنَا َربُُّكُم اأْلَْعَلى ] ▶ I 
am your most exalted lord ( 79:24 سورة النازعات). So the name used to approach him is Ar-Rabb, to show him 
who is the real Rabb. The names Allah uses are pertinent to the situation. 

The use of the names of Allah in conversation bring barakah. Sometimes we are hesitant to use them, but 
when you say them, Allah brings so much blessings. He will guide you to use the right name at the right time, 
to unlock and open the closed heart. 

اَلُم َعَلىٰ َمِن اتَّبَعَ اْلُهَدٰى َوالسَّ
This is an indirect way of saying that if you want peace, follow the guidance of Allah. This way of da'wah suits 
Firawn, as a leader and an oppressive tyrant. 

Allah answered the dua of Musa, when he asked Allah  يَفَْقُهوا َقوْلِي ▶  That they may understand my speech 
(20:28). Firawn understood his message cleat,y, but he still wanted the power. This is a great fitnah. 

Musa spoke a limited amount of words, but the effect is vast, in the words of Allah. The words of Allah are so 
vast, this one incident has different impacts in different surahs. It is described in different words and variations 
suitable to the theme of the surahs they are mentioned in. The word for guidance, اْلُهَدٰى, is defined, because 
the guidance is so clear, from Allah, that there is no mistaking it. 



The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم used these words ▶ اَلُم َعَلىٰ َمِن اتَّبَعَ اْلُهَدٰى   when he sent missives to ,َوالسَّ
other leaders, inviting them to Islam. You cannot make a direct salaam to a disbeliever, but you want to tell 
them what they are missing. So you say that if you want peace, follow the guidance. If you want guidance, 
Allah will send it to you. These words hit the bullseye, they are not too much, nor too less. 

Indeed, it has been revealed to us that 
the punishment will be upon whoever 

denies and turns away
20:48

 إِنَّا َقْد
The affirmation in the ayah gives firmness, which 
is essential when speaking about the truth to a 
disbeliever. 

أُوِحيَ إَِليْنَا
Musa wants to tell Firawn that there is punishment 
for disbelief, but he didn't want to offend him. 
When you accuse or offend a disbeliever, he will 

shut down, and not listen to anything you say. This is human nature, if you are attacked, you will not listen. 
This is why we are not allowed to insult the false idols. 

They wanted to say that the disbelievers will be in the hellfire, to this tyrant. So Musa says he was inspired, not 
making it personal, pointing fingers, or naming names. 

أَنَّ اْلَعذَاَب َعَلىٰ َمن َكذََّب َوتَوَلَّىٰ
This is the news, that they wanted to say without implicating Firawn. The punishment is upon the one who 
denies and belies. The is would make Firawn think. Whenever you advice, use the words of the Qura'an and 
the Hadith. These are such simple and concise words. It would be too overwhelming to tell him all the sins, a 
disbeliever needs to be given a general picture. Firawn needed to be told that there was a punishment for his 

behavior. 

The more him oppress the people, the more 
you will be punished in the hereafter. The 
more good you are to people, the more good 
will be done to you. You choose your own 
treatment. If you want that your reckoning 
with Allah is easy, then make matters easy for 
people. Conceal the sins of others, so that 
Allah conceals your sins. 

The whole conversation was dictated to Musa 
and Harun by Allah. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 أشدُّ الناِس عذابًا عند اهللِ يوَم القيامِة أشدُّهم عذابًا للناِس في

الدنيا.
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The most intense punishment on the Day of Judgement will 

be for those who are the most oppressive to people


