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So, [O Muhammad], We have only made 
Qur'an easy in the Arabic language that 
you may give good tidings thereby to the 

righteous and warn thereby a hostile 
people
19:97

َر ِبِه امْلُتَِّقنَي َوتُنِذَر ِبِه َقوًْما لُّدًّا لِتُبَشِّ
The Qura'an gives glad tidings, and warnings. The word 
َر] َر is from the root word [لِتُبَشِّ  .which means skin ,بَشَّ
The glad tiding has an effect in the skin, making it glow. 

Only the Qura'an can give glad tidings which have this 
effect. The glad tidings are attached to it, which is 

signified with the word [ِبِه]. The words 
of people can't have this effect. The 
words of the Qura'an give a glow to the 
face, and happiness to the heart. 

The glad tidings are with the ayaat of 
the Qura'an, not the explanation. You 
will not recall the words of people in 
your grave, only the words of Allah. The 
 كالم or good news has to be from بشارة
 the words of Allah. We have to ,اهلل
have tafseer because our language is 
imperfect. 

Those who are not muttaqeen will not 
be given the glad tidings. These are 
motivation for only those who don't 
follow their desires. 

Some of the Sahabah were given glad tidings of Jannah while they were still alive. They were the ones whom 
Allah knew wouldn't stop working for the akhirah, or slow down, when they got this news. In fact, they became 
more cautious. 

This same Qura'an can be used to warn. When we try to scare people, we use lies and exaggerations, which 
are not reforming. For the warning to be effective, it has to be something correct. Otherwise, it has a negative 
effect, essentially breaking people. But the warnings of the Qura'an are really reforming, by using the right 
amount of fear to guide the person to the straight path. 

The word [لُّدًّا ] means someone who is intensely disputing, wanting to stand out by being different. Islam 



teaches submission to Allah. These people will always have a problem with the truth, and will be deaf to it. 
Allah warns them even though they are so disobedient. Whenever the truth comes, they always have an 
objection. Anyone who doesn't want to accept the truth is always disputing. 

The سجود التالوة, the prostration for recitation, divides the surah into two parts. The warnings are addressing 
the doubts. 

!  The first doubt ▶  resurrection ⏩ ⏩ َويَُقوُل اإْلِنَساُن أَإِذَا َما ِمتُّ َلَسوَْف أُْخَرجُ َحيًّا   And the disbeliever says : 
When I have died, am I going to be brought forth alive? (Ayah 66). The warning is in ayah 68 ⏩  فَوََربَِّك 

يَاِطنَي ثُمَّ َلنُْحِضرَنَُّهْم َحوَْل َجَهنََّم ِجِثيًّا ⏩ َلنَْحُشرَنَُّهْم َوالشَّ  So by your Lord, We will surely gather them and the devils; 
then We will bring them to be present around Hell upon their knees.

$  The second doubt ▶  deception of the dunya ⏩  َوإِذَا تُتَْلىٰ َعَليِْهْم آيَاتُنَا بَيِّنَاٍت َقاَل الَِّذيَن َكفَرُوا لِلَِّذيَن آَمنُوا أَيُّ 

⏩ اْلفَِريَقنْيِ َخيٌْر مََّقاًما َوأَْحَسُن نَِديًّا  And when Our verses are recited to them as clear evidences, those who 
disbelieve say to those who believe : Which of [our] two parties is best in position and best in association? 
(Ayah 74). The warning begins in the next ayah ⏩ ⏩ وََكْم أَْهَلْكنَا َقبَْلُهم مِّن َقْرٍن ُهْم أَْحَسُن أَثَاثًا َورِئْيًا   And how 
many a generation have We destroyed before them who were better in possessions and [outward] 
appearance?

%  The third doubt ▶  pride ⏩ َ َمااًل َوَوَلًدا  ⏩ أَفَرَأَيَْت الَِّذي َكفََر ِبآيَاِتنَا َوَقاَل أَلُوتنَيَّ  Then, have you seen he who 
disbelieved in Our verses and said : I will surely be given wealth and children [in the next life]? (Ayah 77). The 
warning begins in ayah 79 ⏩ ⏩ َكالَّ ۚ َسنَْكتُُب َما يَُقوُل َونَُمدُّ َلُه ِمَن اْلَعذَاِب َمدًّا   No! We will record what he says and 
extend for him from the punishment extensively. 

&  The fourth doubt ⏩  the false idols ⏩ ⏩ َواتََّخذُوا ِمن ُدوِن اهللَِّ آلَِهًة لِّيَُكونُوا َلُهْم ِعزًّا   And they have taken 
besides Allah [false] deities that they would be for them [a source of] honor.(ayah 81). The warning begins in 
the next ayah ⏩ ⏩ َكالَّ ۚ َسيَْكفُرُوَن ِبِعبَاَدِتِهْم َويَُكونُوَن َعَليِْهْم ِضدًّا   No! Those "gods" will deny their worship of them 
and will be against them opponents [on the Day of Judgement].

'  The fifth doubt ▶  ascribing a son to Allah ⏩ ُن َوَلًدا  ⏩ َوَقاُلوا اتََّخذَ الرَّْحمَٰ  And they say : The Most Merciful 
has taken [for Himself] a son (ayah 88). The warning begins in ayah 90 ⏩ َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض إاِلَّ آِتي   إِن ُكلُّ َمن ِفي السَّ

ِن َعبًْدا ⏩ الرَّْحمَٰ  There is no one in the heavens and earth but that he comes to the Most Merciful as a servant.
⏩ لََّقْد أَْحَصاُهْم َوَعدَُّهْم َعدًّا  He has enumerated them and counted them a [full] counting. وَُكلُُّهْم آِتيِه يَوَْم اْلِقيَاَمِة فَرًْدا
And all of them are coming to Him on the Day of Resurrection alone. (Ayaat 93-95). 

This doubt is the worst, and it has many warnings. Just the false claim that Allah has a son makes the heavens 
almost split, and the earth tear apart, and the mountains explode into tiny particles, so what about people 
actually worshipping Eisa عليه السالم? These great creations want to crush and destroy the people saying this 
great fabrication, but they hold themselves until the Day of Judgement. 

Everyone is a slave of Allah, and will be accounted. They will all come, the disbelievers will come alone, 
carrying their deeds in the Day of Judgement. 



And how many have We 
destroyed before them of 

generations? Do you perceive 
of them anyone or hear from 

them a sound?
19:98

وََكْم أَْهَلْكنَا َقبَْلُهم مِّن َقْرٍن
There is mercy in the destruction of the 
previous nations, because Allah wanted to 
bring them out of their misguidance. They 
deserved their end. 

We know about these previous nations. 
They were so powerful, like the Firawn, but 
Allah destroyed them because they were 

rebellious. 

The surah ends with a question. 

َهْل تُِحسُّ ِمنُْهم مِّْن أََحٍد
Can you find any trace of the nations which Allah destroyed previously? When they existed, they were famous, 
and talked about in their civilizations. So when they fell, it was known by everyone in their time. Can you hear 
them referred to in good terms? Can you feel anything of them? Whoever mentions them talks of them as a 
misery and humiliation, and a lesson to be learnt. They were drowned and demolished. 

أَْو تَْسَمعُ َلُهْم رِْكزًا
Do you hear a sound from them, even a whisper? 

During the Battle of Badr, many leaders of the Quraysh were killed; they were loud and big and tyrannical. 
Their bodies were thrown into an unused and dry well. These previous nations were also proud and strong, 
talked of, very visible. Do you feel their presence anymore? Their meagre traces are only there as a lesson for 
those who visit their ruins and the museums where they are placed. 

This is the mercy of Allah, that He informs us that those who are not willing slaves of Allah will be left with no 
trace. The willing slaves of Allah are honoured. 

Can you hear any sound of these destroyed disbelievers ?? 
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