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[Saying], 'Cast him into the chest 
and cast it into the river, and the 
river will throw it onto the bank; 

there will take him an enemy to Me 
and an enemy to him.' And I 

bestowed upon you love from Me 
that you would be brought up under 

My eye
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The story of Musa عليه السالم and his mother is told in great detail in Surah Al-
Qasas. When we piece together the two surahs, we get a complete picture of 
the way Musa reached the palace of Firawn. 

Allah inspired the mother of Musa عليه السالم to nurse him as much as she 
could. Allah also set a signal for her, her fear. 

The signal for Nuh عليه السالم, to board the ark, was the overflowing of the 
'oven'. 

When the mother of Musa felt fear, that Musa would be taken and killed, she 
should cast the baby into the river. The box is mentioned in Surah Taha. 
When we think of a coffin-like box, we think of misery and tightness. But this 
box was the complete opposite for Musa; it was a means for happiness and 
safety. 

Allah told the mother of Musa not to be afraid now that she had cast her baby 
into the River Nile, nor to grieve. For Maryam, Allah said ↙

The rule of the thumb is that when you are 
undergoing a difficult situation, surround and encircle the grief with the 
blessings of Allah, until all that remains of the problem is a tiny dot. 

For the mother of Musa, Allah mentions two emotions, fear and grief, which 
may have dominated her life after throwing her baby into the river. First she 
would feel fear, that her baby would be harmed, and later, when she went 
home, the grief would hit her, when she started missing her baby. This was 
the instinct of the mother. But she had put her trust in Allah, and threw her 
baby into the river, so Allah forbade fear and sorrow to her, after the act. 

The means she took were contrary to the nature of a mother. But afterwards, 
Allah tells her not to be sad or afraid, but to have tawakkul. So the fear 

before than act was a signal, and after was disliked. Allah gave her the glad tidings that Musa would be 
returned to her, in a better position. If you really make tawakkul, Allah will never disappoint you. 

Don't look back, this is faith. This glad tiding gave her support. Also, Allah showed her that there was no way 
Musa would die now, he would be a messenger. After 50 years, this glad tiding came to fruition. 

 فَنَاَداَها ِمن تَْحِتَها أاَلَّ تَْحزَِني 
َقْد َجَعَل َربُِّك تَْحتَِك َسِريًّا
But he called her from 

below her, "Do not grieve; 
your Lord has provided 
beneath you a stream
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 َوأَْوَحيْنَا إَِلىٰ أُمِّ ُموَسىٰ أَْن
 أَرِْضِعيِه ۖ فَِإذَا ِخفِْت َعَليِْه

 فَأَْلِقيِه ِفي اْليَمِّ واََل تََخاِفي واََل
 تَْحزَِني ۖ إِنَّا رَادُّوهُ إَِليِْك
َوَجاِعُلوهُ ِمَن امْلُرَْسلنَِي

And We inspired to the 
mother of Musa : Suckle 

him; but when you fear for 
him, cast him into the river 
and do not fear and do not 

grieve. Indeed, We will 
return him to you and will 

make him [one] of the 
messengers
سورة القصص
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In Surah Taha, Allah tells us that He commanded the river to carry and protect Musa, and cast him ashore, 
where he would be taken by the enemy. Allah uses the word ُيَأُْخذْه ⏩  take, in this surah, and in Al Qasas, in 
ayah 8, He uses the word فَاْلتََقطَُه, to catch, as catching a fish. 

Ibn Katheer said that the servants of the palace were on the river, and saw the box, and thought it was a 
treasure. They wanted to open it, but they were afraid, so they gave it to Aasiah, the wife of Firawn. Allah says 
in this ayah that Musa would be caught, as a fish is caught, by the household of Firawn. 

Firawn was afraid of this particular baby, killed so many other babies to destroy him, and this baby came to 
him. This baby was the means of his destruction, his enemy, and he grew up in his palace, with his own 
children, ate his food, wore clothes that he gave him, and was cared for by him. 

Musa عليه السالم was living withe Firawn for 40 years, so he was not as afraid of him as others would be, 
because he was a familiar figure, and he could speak to him without any hesitation. Allah also wanted Musa to 
have a position with the Bani Israeel, that he grew up with the royal family, was like a family member to them, 
so he was someone to be looked up at. Growing up with Firawn was a danger in normal circumstances, but for 
Musa it was advantageous, because it gave him a special position in the eyes of the Egyptians, as a member 
of the Bani Israeel, who was an honorary member of the royal family, and in the eyes of the Bani Israeel 
themselves, that he had a high position. 

When Aasiah opened the box, and saw the baby, she was so happy. Anyone looking at Musa would love him, 
as is mentioned in Surah Taha; this was from Allah. When they saw Musa, it was obvious from his features that 
he was from the Bani israeel, whose features were very different from those of the Egyptian Copts. So the 
armies which were killing the baby boys wanted to kill him too. So Aasiah took him to Firawn and beseeched 
him not to kill this baby. 

She convinced him not to kill Musa, having the idea that maybe he would 
serve them, thereby benefitting them, or they may adopt him as a son, and 
he would be a source of comfort for them. 

When the Firawn heard her plea, he said he would keep Musa for Aasiah, 
and that Musa would be a comfort for her, not himself. Allah accepted this 
idea from her, and guided her, so that she easily accepted his preaching, and 
believed, when Musa came with the clear proofs. If Firawn had accepted this 
means of guidance in the beginning, he would also have been a believer. 
This statement of Aasiah saved her, because Allah appreciated it, and made 
it easy for her to accept and believe. Firawn saw the strong evidence that 
Musa brought, but he didn't believe. 

َوأَْلَقيُْت َعَليَْك َمَحبًَّة مِّنِّي
The Bani Israeel were looked down upon, Musa was clearly from them, but 
Allah forcefully put the love of Musa in the hearts of anyone who saw him. 
Everyone in the palace loved him. 

When someone loves you, it is because Allah places the love in their hearts. 
We are all sinners, and still we love each other. This shows that when you 

want love, don't go to people, because then you will be their slaves; go to 
Allah, and ask Him. 

Make our relationship with Allah your priority and your concern, and Allah will take care of your relations with 
people. When you have a problem with people, it is because you have a problem with the tawheed. If you work 
only for Allah, there will be no problems with people. 

Musa عليه السالم would en a messenger in the future, and the very people who loved him would be his enemies. 
The same thing happened with the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم. The Quraysh respected and loved 
him, called him الصادق, the truthful one, and األمني, the trustworthy one, but when he brought the message of 
Allah, they record and mocked and humiliated him.

 َوَقاَلِت اْمرَأَُت ِفرَْعوَْن ُقرَُّت َعنْيٍ
 لِّي َوَلَك ۖ اَل تَْقتُُلوهُ َعَسىٰ أَن
 يَنفََعنَا أَْو نَتَِّخذَهُ َوَلًدا َوُهْم اَل

يَْشُعرُوَن
And the wife of Pharaoh 

said, "[He will be] a 
comfort of the eye for me 
and for you. Do not kill 
him; perhaps he may 
benefit us, or we may 

adopt him as a son." And 
they perceived not
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َولِتُْصنَعَ َعَلىٰ َعيِْني
Allah says that Musa would grow in front of His eyes, using the word ََصنَع, to 
manufacture. It was as if he was created, raised and fashioned specifically 
for the purpose. All the details of the life of Musa were under the supervision 
of Allah, not the Firawn. Musa was nurtured and modeled according to 
specifications set by Allah. The Firawn could not teach him anything wrong. 

Allah took Musa from one situation to the next. This made him ready, after 40 
years, to speak to Allah. 

His mother missed him. Her heart became 
numb, and empty. All she could think of was 
Musa. 

They got the news that Musa was at the 
palace, and she wanted to do and see him 
for herself, to be convinced that he was being cared for. She almost went, 
and would have exposed herself, and that would have resulted in Musa being 
killed, but Allah tied her heart. The heart can jump, and make you do 
something which is harmful. Only Allah can tie your heart, make it firm and 
strong. The mother nature be very aggressive for the safety of her children. 
Allah contained her heart, so that she would believe in the promise of Allah.

[And We favored you] when 
your sister went and said, 
'Shall I direct you to 
someone who will be 
responsible for him?' So We 
restored you to your mother 
that she might be content and 
not grieve. And you killed 
someone, but We saved you 
from retaliation and tried you 
with a [severe] trial. And you 
remained [some] years among 
the people of Madyan. Then you came [here] at the 
decreed time, O Musa
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The mother wanted to esquire about the details, so she sent her 
daughter, to follow the traces, and observe from afar, what was 
happening with the baby Musa. No one would suspect this small girl. 
She didn't make herself obvious, just passed by, so no one noticed her. 
Now the mother and the sister both knew he was safe and in lavish 
surroundings. 

 َقْد نَْعَلُم إِنَُّه َليَْحزُنَُك الَِّذي
 يَُقوُلوَن ۖ فَِإنَُّهْم اَل يَُكذِّبُونََك
 َولَِٰكنَّ الظَّامِلنَِي ِبآيَاِت اهللَِّ

يَْجَحُدوَن
We know that you, [O 

Muhammad], are 
saddened by what they 
say. And indeed, they do 

not call you untruthful, but 
it is the verses of Allah 

that the wrongdoers reject
سورة األَنَْعام 
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 َوأَْصبَحَ فُؤَاُد أُمِّ ُموَسىٰ فَارًِغا ۖ
 إِن َكاَدْت َلتُبِْدي ِبِه َلواَْل أَن
بَطْنَا َعَلىٰ َقْلِبَها لِتَُكوَن ِمَن  رَّ

امْلُؤِْمِننَي
And the heart of Moses' 

mother became empty [of 
all else]. She was about to 

disclose [the matter 
concerning] him had We 
not bound fast her heart 
that she would be of the 

believers
سورة القصص
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يِه ۖ فَبَُصرَْت ِبِه َعن  َوَقاَلْت أِلُْخِتِه ُقصِّ
ُجنٍُب َوُهْم اَل يَْشُعرُوَن

And she said to his sister, 
"Follow him"; so she watched 
him from a distance while they 

perceived not
سورة القصص
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How would Allah return him to his mother?

إِذْ تَْمِشي أُْختَُك فَتَُقوُل َهْل أَُدلُُّكْم َعَلىٰ َمن يَْكفُُل
Musa would cry and cry, not accept the milk of any woman. The 
Firawn summoned many women to be his wet nurse, but Allah made 
it haram for Musa to accept any of them. Everyone loved him, and his 
constant crying disturbed everyone. 

When they had tried everything, and 
were desperate, the sister came 
again, and she knew a woman who 
could be his wet nurse, take charge 
of him, and care for him. They 
wanted to try every option available, 
so they agreed. The mother came, 
and Musa accepted her milk, and he 
was thus returned to her. Now there was no way he would be separated from 
her. 

Faith is just to be patient. 

فَرََجْعنَاَك إَِلىٰ أُمَِّك َكيْ تََقرَّ َعيْنَُها واََل تَْحزََن
Allah had promised to bring Musa back to his mother, and He fulfilled His 
promise. The separation was not for so long, a baby cannot survive for a long 
time without milk. 

Now the mother's heart was at rest and peace. Musa was in a position of a price, and she, being his wet 
nurse, also had an important position in the palace. Musa had a high rank both with the Egyptians and the 
Bani Israeel.

Later, Musa عليه السالم would separate from his mother again, for ten years, and come back as a messenger......

 َوَحرَّْمنَا َعَليِْه امْلَرَاِضعَ ِمن َقبُْل فََقاَلْت َهْل
 أَُدلُُّكْم َعَلىٰ أَْهِل بَيٍْت يَْكفُُلونَُه َلُكْم َوُهْم

َلُه نَاِصُحوَن
And We had prevented from him 
[all] wet nurses before, so she 

said, "Shall I direct you to a 
household that will be 

responsible for him for you while 
they are to him [for his 
upbringing] sincere?"

سورة القصص
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 فَرََدْدنَاهُ إَِلىٰ أُمِِّه َكيْ تََقرَّ َعيْنَُها
 واََل تَْحزََن َولِتَْعَلَم أَنَّ َوْعَد اهللَِّ
َحقٌّ َولَِٰكنَّ أَْكثَرَُهْم اَل يَْعَلُموَن

So We restored him to his 
mother that she might be 

content and not grieve 
and that she would know 
that the promise of Allah 
is true. But most of the 

people do not know
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