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And what is that in your right hand, O 
Musa ? 
20:17

Allah prepares Musa عليه السالم for his mission, to go 
to Firawn. Allah gave him two signs, the stick and his 
white hand, both of which were with Musa already. 
His stick, a familiar object, and his hand, a part of 
him. This would make it easier for him to remember 
these signs in a stressful situation, when he would 

face the enemy. To meet Firawn was fearful, and he might have forgotten his signs in that situation, if they 
were not familiar things. The miracles Allah gave the messengers were suitable for the situation they faced, 
different for each messenger. 

Allah was speaking, and Musa was enjoying listening to Him. But now, Allah wanted Musa to speak. Musa was 
so overwhelmed, he was at a loss for words, so Allah asked him a question to put him to ease. Allah asked 
him what he was holding in his hand, although He already knew. This was also a training to speak to Firawn 
later. Musa couldn't speak clearly, so Allah encouraged him to speak by asking questions. After he spoke to 
Allah, speaking to anyone else would be easy. He had a speech disability, so he wasn't confident about 
speaking, and Allah wanted to remove this hesitancy. This was to support Musa عليه السالم. 

He said : It is my stick; I lean upon it, 
and I bring down leaves for my 

sheep and I have therein other uses
20:18

When Musa عليه السالم got the opportunity to 
speak, he explained at length at first, then made it 
more general, because he wanted to hear more 
from Allah. He was so excited, that he went into 
great detail, in the beginning. 

َقاَل
We have the chance to speak to Allah in salaah 
and when we make dua. 

َقاَل ِهيَ َعَصاَي
Musa عليه السالم was not asked a complicated question, just about his stick, which he carried all the time. Some 
scholars say that he explained at length because he did not want to part with it, as with his shoes, which he 
was commanded to remove earlier. 

أُ َعَليَْها أَتَوَكَّ
Now he elaborated about his stick and its benefits. He also enjoyed talking to Allah, and took full advantage of 
the opportunity. This was ihsaan from Musa, to answer with more details than were asked for. 



The stick had a benefit for Musa عليه السالم, he leant upon it when he was tired of walking. 

َوأَُهشُّ ِبَها َعَلىٰ َغنَِمي 
Musa عليه السالم spent ten years in Madyan as a shepherd, and this was training for him to lead the Bani 
Israeel. This shows he had brought his herd with him. He describes the benefit of the stick for his sheep ⏩  
when he took them out to the pasture, and if there was a tree in the way, he would shake the tree with his staff 
to make the leaves fall, so that his herd could eat them. This shows how must have he cared for his animals, 
this is ihsaan. Allah chose His best creations to carry His message, specially those with mercy. 

َولِيَ ِفيَها َمآرُِب أُْخَرٰى
Now he wraps up his explanation, by making it general, as if he realized he was wasting time, when he could 
hear Allah talking to him further. He didn't want to make Allah wait for him to finish any longer. This  shows 
 .how he magnified Allah ,تعظيم اهلل

We are taught how to behave by the Qura'an. 

[ Allah ] said : Throw it down, O 
Musa 
20:19

After Musa explained to Allah the importance 
of his staff, Allah told him to throw it. This was 
a moment of submission.

After the submission, there was a miracle......


